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LEONTINE   AND    EUGENIA, 


OR,     THE 


MASCLUERADE    HABIT. 

"A.DAME  de  Palmena,  yet  young,  though 
long  a  widow,  dedicated  her  days  to  the 
education  of  an  only  daughter,  the  beloved  object 
of  all  her  tendernefs  and  all  her  attention.  Her 
hufband  dying  left  her  deeply  in  debt,  and  Madame 
de  Palmena  had  no  other  means  of  paying  his 
-debts,  but  by  quitting  Paris,  and  retiring  to  an 
cftate  fhc  poflefTed  in  Touraine,  a  Ihort  league 
vo  L.  II.  B  fr"6ift 
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from  Lochcs  (a)  ;  her  Chateau  was  vaft  and 
aiitique,  it's  draw-bridge,  moat,  and  towers,  re- 
called the  memorable  ages  of  Duguefclin  and  the 
Chevalier  Bayard  ;  thofe  days  of  Chivalry  which 
ought  to  be  regretted,  if  the  valour  and  loyalty  of 
good  Knighthood  could  compenfate  for  the  want 
of  police  and  laws. 

The  infide  of  the  caftle  anfwered  to  the  out ; 
every  thing  there  retraced  the  noble  fimplicity  of 
our  anceftors  ;  no  gilding,  no  porcelain  vafes,  no 
bawbles,  fuch  as  load  our  modern  houfes  ;  but 
beautiful  tapeftries,  reprefenting  fome  interefling 
point  of  hiftory,  and  long  galleries,  ornamented 
with  family  portraits,  where  the  owner  walked  in 
the  midft  of  his  anceflors,  and  meditated  on  their 
paft  deeds  ;  and  whence  he  might  difcover  through, 
the  windows  a  large  foreft  on  the  one  fide,  and 
on  the  other,  the  pleafant  banks  of  the  Indre. 

There  it  was  that  Eugenia,  the  daughter  of 
Palmena,  paft  her  infancy,  and  the  firft  years  of 
her  youth  ;  there  it  was  flie  acquired  her  tafte  for 
country  amufements,  and  a  peaceable  and  retired 
life.     During  the  fine  days  of  fpring-time  and 

(a)  The  town  of  Loches  is  fituateJ  upon  the  Indre, 

near  a  large  foreft  ;    has  a  caftle,  in  which  Cardinal  de  la 

Balue  was  confined,   and  a  collegiate  church,  in  which  is 

the  tomb  of  Agnes  Sorel.    Loches  is  five  leagues  from  Am- 

boife,  another  fmall  town,  celebrated  for  it's  manufaaories, 

and  a  confpiracy  thai  bcar$  that  name.    It  is  fstuated  upon 

tlie  Loire. 

fummer, 
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fummer,  fhe  took  long  walks  with  her  mamma  j 
and  when  the  heat  of  the  meridian  fun  made  it 
neceflary,  fought  a  cool  fhelter  in  the  foreft's 
fhade. 

Sometimes  fhe  exercifed  herfelf  with  running, 
fometimes  gathered  the  frefh  herhs,  while  her 
mamma  infl:ru6ted  her  in  their  names  and  proper- 
ties ;  here  fhe  often  took  her  lelTons,  here  liftened 
to  interefling  tales  ;  and  as  the  day  declined, 
would  quit  the  forefl  to  courfe  along  the  fmiling 
lianks  of  the  brook. 

When  Eugenia  had  attained  her  eighth  year, 
fhe  became  more  fedate  ;  a  thoufand  different  oc- 
cupations kept  her  more  in  the  houfe  ;  but  fhe 
would  rife  with  Aurora,  and  breakfajl  in  the  park 
or  the -meadows,  and  in  the  evening  would  flill 
walk  a  league  or  two  with  her  mamma. 

The  companion  of  her  fports  was  the  daughter 
of  her  Governante,  her  name  was  Valentina  ;  fhe 
was  four  years  older  than  Eugenia,  and  was  pof- 
fcfTed  of  induflry,  a  happy  temper,  and  a  good 
heart.  She  took  care  always  to  be  prefent  Avhen 
Eugenia  received  a  leiTon,  by  v/hich  fhe  profited 
fo  much,  that  her  young  miftrefs  ever  looked  upon 
her,  and  with  reafon,  as  her  friend. 

When  Eugenia  was  fixtecn  years  of  age,  her 
characler  was    as    flable    as    her   heart  was  af- 
fectionate ;  the  gaiety  and  fimplicity  of  youth,  a 
cultivated  mind,   and  unalterable  fwcetJicfs,  and 
B  2  the 
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the  mod  perfed  equality  of  temper,  were  all,  in  her, 
ujiited.  Her  love  and  gratitude  to  her  mamma 
were  unbounded  ;  ever  thinking  of,  and  taking 
every  opportQnity  to  oblige  her,  there  was  no  , 
employment,  no  occupation  in  which  llie  did  not 
find  the  means.  Had  fhe  verfes  to  learn  by  heart? 
She  would  fay  to  herfelf,  how  happy  my  mamma 
will  be  to  find  me  fo  perfeiSl:  !  How  much  fhe 
will  praife  me  for  my  memory  and  induftry  !  Did 
fhe  ftudy  Englifh  or  Italian  ?  How  fatisfied  my 
mamma  will  be,  faid  fhe,  when  fne  fhall  fee,  that 
inftead  of  one  page  I  have  tranflated  two  !  Writ- 
ing, defigning,  playing  the  harp,  the  harpfichord, 
or  the  guitta,):,  flill  fhe  made  the  fame  refie£lions. 
This  drawing  will  be  placed  in  the  cabinet  of  my 
mamma  :  every  time  fhe  looks  at  it,  fhe  will  think 
©f  her  Eugenia.  This  fonata,  which  I  only 
thrum  at  prefent,  will  delight  my  mamma  when  I 
can  play  it  perfedlly.  Such  ideas,  which  fhe  ap- 
plied to  every  thing  fhe  did,  gave  an  inexpreflible 
charm  to  fludy,  fmoothed  each  difficulty,  and 
changed  her  duties  to  delights. 

In  order  to  finifh  the  education  of  Eugenia, 
Madame  de  Palmena  refolved  to  let  her  pafs  two 
years  at  Paris.  She  tore  her  from  her  agreeable 
fblitude  towards  the  end  of  September,  and  ar- 
rived in  town,  where  fhe  hired  a  houfe,  in  which 
Eugenia  often  regretted  the  enchanting  banks  of 
the  Indre  and  the  Loire* 

Madame 
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Madame  de  Paltnena  gladly  renewed  her  ac- 
quaintance with  fcveral  perfons  whom  Ihe  had 
formerly  known.  Among  them  was  one  fiie  dlf- 
tinguifhed  above  tl;e  reft,  an  old  friend  of  her 
hiifband'Sj  named  the  Count  d'Aniilly,  worthy 
of  that  preference  by  his  merit  and  his  virtue... 
Me  had,  been  feveral  years  a  widov/er,  and  was 
poiicilcd  of  an  only  fon  eighteen  years  of  age, 
v/hom  he  had  jull  parted  from  for  tv/o  year; . 
Leontlne,  (the  young  man's  name,)  had  fet  oft" 
for  Italy,  and  was  afierwards  to  make  the  tour  of 
the  north. 

The  Count  d'Amilly  came  every  night  to  fup 
with  Madame  de  Palmena :  at  half  paft  ten 
Eugenia  went  to  bed.  As  foon  as  flie  was  gone, 
the  Count  ufually  began  to  fpeak  of  her,  and  it 
was  always  in  her  pralfe.  He  admired  her  talents, 
her  modefly,  her  referve,  and  that  certain  air  of 
mild  gentlenefs,  yet  freedom  in  her  manner?, 
which  gave  an  inexpreffible  charm  to  her  moft 
trifling  adfions. 

Madame  de  Palmena  liftened  with  tranfport  to 
the  praifes  of  Eugenia  ;  fhe  heard  not  without 
emotion  the  name  of  Leontine  fo  often  pronounced, 
and  in  this  delightful  converfe,  time  was  frequently 
forgot ;  they  frequently  exclaimed  with  furprize, 
Could  you  think  it!  it's  paji  three  o'clock! 

The  Count  d'Amilly  continued  his  a/Tiduities, 

but  without  farther  explanation  :  he  only  faid  one 

B  3  day, 
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day,  my  fon  will  have  a  confiderablc  fortune,  be-* 
caufe  I  am  rich  ;  but  before  I  partake  it  with  him, 
I  wou]d  teach  him  to  enjoy  wealth  ;  he  v/ill  be 
twejity  at  his  return  ;  I  will  marry  him,  and  give 
him  an  amiable  v/ife,  whofe  attractions  and  gen- 
tlenefs,  will  render  all  his  duties  pleafant,  and 
rjake  him  in  love  with  virtue ^ 

Madame  de  Palmena  perfeilly  faw  the  portrait 
of  liich  a  wife  in  Eugenia  j  but  refle6ting  on  the 
extreme  difproportion  betv/een  her  fortune  and 
that  of  the  Count  d'Amilly,  (he  fcarcely  couid. 
perfuade  herfelf  he  had  really  any  views  upon  hej 
daughter. 

Adadame  de  Palmena  had  now  been  twenty 
months  at  Paris,  and  Eugenia  approached  hei: 
eighteenth  year,  when  one  evening  the  Count. 
d'Amilly  came,  and  begged  permiiTion  to  prefent 
his  fon,  who  was  juft  arrived,  to  the  family. 
Scarcely  had  he  fpoken,  before  a  young  man  ap- 
peared, of  a  moil  interefting  perfon,  and  advanced 
towards  Madame  de  Palmena,  with  an  air  'at  once 
eager  yet  timid,  which  added  new  grace  to  his 
natural  accompli/hments. 

The  Covmt  and  his  fon  ftayed  fupper ;  Leontine 
(poke  little,  but  he  looked  much;  his  eyes  were 
continually  turned  to  Eugenia,  and  every  word  he< 
did  fay,  demonft rated  an  earneft  defire  of  pleafmg, 
M?,dame  dc  Palmena,, 
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The  next  day  the  Count  and  his  fon  returned, 
and  Madame  de  Palmena,  without  circumlocution, 
declared  flie  made  it  an  irrevocable  rule,  never  to 
admit  young  men  of  Leontine's  age  as  vifitor:-. 
Nay  !  But,  Aladam,  anlwered  the  Count,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  you  fhould  fee  him,  in  order 
that  you  may  examine  if  he  be  ifome thing  like 
what  you  could  wi^li. 

Sir  !  What  do  you  mean  ? 

Do  you  not  fee,  Madame,  that  hi.^  happiness 
and  mine  depend  on  your  approbation  ?  Take  fome 
time  to  knov/him,  and  if  he  be  'nap|r/ enough  to 
pleafe  you,  our  wiihes,  our  vows  will  be  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

This  was  at  laft  fpeaking  to  be  underllood,  and 
Madame  de  Palmena  teftified  all  the  gratitude 
which  the  Count's  declaration  had  infpired.  She 
would  not,  however,  enter  into  any  pofitive  en- 
gagement, till  fhe  had  firfl  confulted  Eugenia, 
and  enquired  more  particularly  into  the  temper 
and  difpofition  of  Leontine.  All  fhe  learnt  only 
redoubled  the  defire  fhe  had  to  have  him  for  a 
fon  ;  and  the  Count  again  pre/ling  her  to  give  him 
a  decifive  anfwer,  fhe  hefitated  no  longer.  Every 
thing  being  agreed  upon,  the  contract  was  figncd, 
and  next  day  Leontine  received  the  hand  of  the 
lovely  Eugenia  with  tranfport.  The  day  after  the 
marriage,  the  young  couple  went  down  to  a  de- 
lightful country-feat,  belonging  to  the  Count, 
B  4  teth 
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len  leagues  diftant  from  Paris,  whence  it  was  de- 
termined they  fhould  not  return  till  the  end  of 
autumn. 

Madame  de  Palmena  pafled  three  months  with 
them  ;  after  which  fhe  was  obliged,  for  a  while, 
to  quit  them.  Determ.ining  to  live  hereafter  at 
Paris,  (he  v/as  forced  to  take  a  journey  intoTou- 
rainc,  for  the  arrangement  of  her  affairs  j  and 
though  it  was  fuppofed  fhe  would  return  before 
winter,  Eugenia  had  need  of  all  her  reafon  to 
fupport  fo  cruel  a  feparation. 

Her  foft  melancholy  after  the  departure  of  her 
moth^e^  made  her  ftill  dearer  to  the  heart  of 
Leontine  :  he  found  a  fecret  kind  of  pleafure  in 
contemplating  her  thus  gently,  thus  tenderly  de- 
jedled.  What  will  one  day  be  my  pov/er,  faid 
he,  as  the  tears  fell  from  her  beautiful  eyes,  over 
a  heart  fo  feeling  and  fo  grateful  !  Eugenia, 
bov/ever,  did  not  fhew  the  whole  of  her  grief 
before  Leontine  ;  but  compenfated  for  this  con- 
ftraint  with  Valentina,  the  yiaung  woman  I  have 
already  mentioned,  who  had  been  the  companion 
of  her  infancy.  The  confolation  moft  effectual 
to  Eugenia  was  to  fpeak  of  her  mother,  and  v/rite 
long  letters  to  her  every  day,  containing  a  full 
and  circum.ftantial  detail  of  her  thoughts,  em- 
ployments, and  pleafures. 

Two  months  had  already  glided  away,  fmee  the 
departure  of  Madame  de  Palmena,  during  which 

time 
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tUme  Eugenia  had  not  made  a  fingle  trip  to  Paris. 
In  the  company  of  her  father-in-law  and  her 
hufband,  fhc  wilhcd  for  nothing  but  her  mother. 
Leontinc  was  her  beft  fupport,  and  Leontine  be- 
came every  day  more  dear.  Often  would  they 
ramble  arm  in  arm  through  the  woods  and  fields, 
the  while  Eugenia  would  queftion  Leontine  of  all 
his  travels,  and  liften  with  fweet  delight  to  his 
narration.  Often  would  they  fit  upon  the  banks 
of  the  brookj  the  while  Eugenia  fang  fometimcs 
fprightly  airs,  and  fometimes  pathetic  ballads. 
Her  fweet  and  melodious  voice,  would  often  at- 
traft  the  fhepherd  and  the  reaper ;  the  one  left  his 
work,  the  other  his  flock,  and  ran  to  lili-en  ;  (he, 
like  a  divinity,  fufpended  labour,  and  buried  fa- 
tigue in  forgetfulnefs. 

One  evening  Eugenia  obferved,  among  her 
ruftic  auditors,  an  old  man  whom  flie  had  never 
i\:cn  before  ;  his  figure  was  venerable,  his  hairs 
were  white,  and  his  age  upwards  of  feventy-fi\'e. 
Eugenia  inquired  his  name,  and  was  anfwered 
Jerome  j  fhe  learnt,  likev/ife,  that  his  lifter  wa^ 
paralytic  ;  and  that  he  v/as  grandfather  to  five 
young  orphan?,  all  of  whom  were  maintained  by. 
his  labour. 

Eugenia  had   only    a    fmall   allowance  j    for,- 

though  her  father-in-law  was  rich,    noble,   and 

benevolent,  wifhing  to  give  his  children  habits  of 

order  and  cecoiiomy,  he  had  the  prudence  and  ihci 

B  5  fortitude 
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fortitude  not  to  partake  his  fortune  with  them' 
too  foon. 

When  you  fliallhave  proved  to  me,  faid  he,  that 
you  know  how  to  make  a  worthy  ufe  of  money, 
we  will  then  have  but  one  purfe.  If  five  years 
hence,  for  example,  I  am  fatisfied  v/ith  your  con- 
duit, I  v/ill  flrrip  myfelf  with  pleafure  to  adorn  a  ra- 
tional and  domeftic  fon ;  but  I  would  never  give 
up  a  fortune  which  I  have  acquired  myfelf,  and 
v/hich  I  can  juftly  difpofe  of  as  I  pleafe,  to  a  filly 
head-ftrong  prodigal. 

Oh  !  my  father,,  anfwered  Leontine,  you  have 
given  me  Eugenia,  and  in  her  you  have  given  me 
the  riches  of  the  earth. 

Eugenia,  on  her  part,  did  not  wifh  a  greater 
allowance  than  fhe  poflefl'ed.  Where  reafon  and 
oeconomy  refide,  the  fmalleft  fortune  is  always  fuf- 
ficient  i  and  Eugenia  was  rich  enough  to  be  gene- 
rous and  benevolent.  Totally  occupied  by  the  re- 
membrance of  the  good  old  Jerome,  fhe  told  Va- 
lentina,  as  fhe  went  to  bed,  that  fhe  fhould  on  the 
morrow  carry  him  fome  afliflance. 

The  next  morning  the  Count  d'Amilly  came,; 
as  ufual,  to  breakfafl  with  his  children.  Here,. 
my  dear,  faid  he  to  Eugenia,  here  is  a  mafquerade 
ticket  for  you  ;  there  will  be  a  very  fine  one  in  a 
fortnight  at  Paris,  and  you  are  invited.  I  beg  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  go.  You  will  want  a  drefs  ; 
be  fo  kind,  my  love,  as  to  buy  yourfelf  one.     So 

faying, 
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laying,  the  Count  tofled  a  purfe  of  fixty  guineas' 
into  her  lap. 

As  foon  as  Eugenia  was  alone,  flic  called  Va- 
lentina  to  her,  and  fhewed  her  the  prefents  fhc 
had  juft  received,  I  can  buy  a  drefs  quite  good 
enough,  faid  fhe,  for  fifty  guineas ;  I  may  very 
well,  therefore,  fpare  ten  out  of  this  funi  to  poor 
Jerome;  do  you  go  Valentina  then,  and  inquirr 
in  the  village  if  all  I  have  been  told  of  this  poor  old 
man  be  true  ;  and,  if  there  be  no  exaggeration  ifi 
what  I  ha\e  heard,  I  wall  carry  hi;n  the  money  rn  y- 
lelf. 

In  the  afternoon  Valentina  returned  fioin  the 
village,  and  told  her  young  miftrefs,  that  flie  had 
not  only  inquired  of  the  vicar,  and  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants,  but  had  likewife  been  in  Jerome's 
cottage,  M'here  flie  had  feen  his  paralytic  fiflcr 
nurfed  by  the  eidell:  of  his  grand -children,  a  young 
girl  of  twelve  years  old ;  that  the  poor  woman  wa?^ 
in  a  chamber,  kept  very  clean,  while  the  beneficent: 
old  man  lay  in  a  kind  of  out-houfe  upon  flraw  j 
and  that  Jerome  was  the  honcfteft,  and  moft  un- 
fortunate peafant  in  the  village,  as  well  as  the  beft 
brother,  and  the  beft  grandfither. 

Come  !  faid  Eugenia,  come  !  I  have  the  purfc. 
that  my  father-in-law  has  given  me  in  my  pocket  ^ 
let  us  take  him  the  ten  guineas  inftantly. 

She  waited  not  for  an  anfwer,  but  took  Valen- 
tina by  the  arnii  'fold  Leontlne,  who  was  fat  down 
B  6  with 
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with  a  party  to  whift,  he  would  find  her  by  and  by 
at  the  walk  of  the  v/illows,  and  away  (he  went. 

Eugenia  came  to  the  field  where  Jerome  ufual- 
ly  worked  till  the  decline  of  day,  looked  round,  and 
not  feeing  him,  afked  where  he  was  gone.  They- 
told  her  that  being  overcome  with  heat  and  fatigue 
he  had  lain  down  for  a; moment  in  the  fhade,  and 
was  fallen  afleep  by  the  fide  of  the  brook,  near  the. 
great  arbour  of  eglantines. 

Tiiither  Eugenia-  and  Valentina ,  turned  their 
Heps,  and  foon  perceived  at  a  diftance,  the  good 
old  man  fleeping,  and  furrounded  by  his  litle  grand- 
children y  they  approached  v/ith  the  greareft  pre- 
caution for  fear  of  difturbing  him,  and  ftopt  at  a  lit-^ 
tie  diftance,  to  contemplate  a  piilure  the  moft  in* 
terefting  and  the  moft  affefting. 

The  poor  old  man  was  in  a  found  fleep  j  a 
fweet  little  girl  of  eight  or  nine  years  old,  lightly 
fpread  her.  apron  over  the  wild  rofe  branches  that 
furrounded  her  grandfather's  head,  to  keep  the 
heat  of  the  fun  from  his  face  ;  one  of  her  brothers 
was  helping  her.  while  the  other  two,  with 
branches  in  their  hands,  were  occupied,  in  chafing 
away  the  flies  and  wafps  whenever  they  approach-- 
ed.  The  careful  little  girl,  as  foon  as  fhe  faw 
Eugenia,  made  a  fign  with  her  hand  not  to  make 
a  noife  and  difturb  her  grandfather.  Eugenia 
fmiled,  and  advancing  on  tip-toe,  kifl'ed  the  dear 
little  creature,  and  told  her  in  her  ear,  Ihe  wanted 

to 
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fo  fpeak  with  her  grandfather  as  foon  as  he 
awoke  j  therefore  defired  fhe  would  go  and  plzf 
with  her  brothers,  and  come  back  when  fhe  call- 
ed her. 

The  yonng  girl  at  firft  was  loath  to  go,  and  fo 
were  her  little  brothers  j  who  only  gave  their  con- 
fcnt,  on  condition'  that  Eugenia  would  be  fure  to 
drive  away  the  flies. 

This  bargain  being  made,  Eugenia  took  their 
branches,  and  fitting  down  withValentina  upon  the 
bank  befide  their  charge,  the  little  family  foon  fell 
to  their  youthful  gambols,,  and  difappeared. 

Eugenia  then  took  her  purfe,  and  put  it  in  her 
lap  to  take  out  the  ten  guineas ;  but  fearing  fhe 
fhould  make  too  much  noife  in  countinp-  her 
money,  fhe  flopped,  and  fixing  her  eyes  upon  the 
old  man  j  the  fweet  tear  of  fenfibility  began  to 
trickle. 

How  peaceably  he  fleeps,  faid'  fhe,  good"  old 
man  J  how  refpeftable  is  his  poverty;  how  vene- 
rable, how  afrcding  his  countenance  !  Seventy-five 
years  old  !  Good  God !  during  fo  lonp-  a  career 
how  many  labours,  how  many  cat<  how  many 
crofles,  has  he  undergone  !  And  now,  when  his 
flrength  has  left  him,  when  age  eniecbles  the  body 
and  the  mind,  virtue,. benevoleiicej  make  him  la- 
bour without  ceafing  I 

The  tears  of  gentle  compafTion  flowed,  while 
Eugenia  whifpcred  thus  to  Vaientina. 

Think 
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Think,  Madam,  faid  the  latter,  think  of  the 
eafe,  the  joy  thefe  ten  guineas  will  give  him. 

This  prefent,  replied  Eugenia,  this  fmall  fum, 
cannot  make  him  happy  during  the  reft  of  his  life. 
Oh  how  tranfporting  it  would  be,  to  give  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  his  age  !  To  what  raptures 
Ihould  he  awake  !  Ten  guineas  would  only  give 
him  a  momentary  relief,  but  fifty  would  procure 
him  entire  eafe.  Fifty  guineas  !  'Tis  the  price  of 
a  drefs  !  And  what  great  pleafure  will  that  drefs 
give  me  ?  It  will  fcarcely  be  remarked.  Shall  I,  in 
a  robe  decorated  with  fpangles,  and  trimmed  with 
lace,  (hall  I,  thinkeft  thou  Valentina,  be  more 
lovely  in  the  eyes  of  Leontine  !  How  much  this 
morning  did  he  praife  my  fliape  !  And  yet  I  was 
only  dreifed  in  white  muflin,  and  a  few  blue-bells 
and  cowilips,  which  I  myfelf  had  gathered  in  the 
fields.  Ten  guineas,  Valentina,  will  buy  me  a 
drefs  i  fimple,  I  own,  but  more  becoming,  per- 
haps, than  one  more  rich.  Flowers  are  more 
fuitable  to  my  age  than  gold.  Doft  thou  not  think 
fo,  Valentina? 

I  confefs,  Madam,  I  fhould  be  delighted  to  fee 
you  in  a  rich  habit. 

Look  at  that  poor  old  man,  Valentina,  look  at 
him,  and  I  am  fure  fuch  vain  ideas  will  vanijfh 
from  thy  mind  !  Delighted  to  fee  me  richly  drelf, 
fiiyeft  thou  ?  Think  of  the  delight,  think  of  the 
tranfports  of  my  heart,  when  I  (hall  have  refcued 

fuch 
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fuch  a  man,  and  fuch  a  family,  from  mifery.  Oh, 
Valentina,with  what  raptures  will  he  fup  this  even- 
ing, furrounded  by  his  children!  With  what 
pure  joy  will  he  kifs  them,  and  receive  their 
innocent  carefles ;  and  what  Ihall  I  feel  to-mor- 
row, when  I  write  an  account  of  all  this  to  my 
mamma  !  Oh  how  happy  will  fhe  be ;  what  plea- 
fure,  what  tranfport  will  {he  feel,  at  reading  fuch 
a  letter  ! 

But,  Madam,  you  will  be  the  only  one  at  the 
ball  fo  fimply  drelled  j  may  not  this  difpleafe  your 
fother-in-law  j  may  not  Leontine  be  angry  ?  I 
own  they  are  both  very  good,  but—— — 

True,  Valentina  ;  I  muft  at  leaft  confult  Leon- 
tine  :  I  muft  do  nothing  without  my  hufband's- 
confent^  But  come,  let  us  remove  hence  ;  the 
very  fight  of  this  good  old  man  is  too  powerful  to 
be  refilled .  Come,  let  us  look  for  Leontine,  we 
will  foon  return ;  come,  come 

So  faying,  Eugenia  arofe ;  but  as  (he  was 
rifing,  fhe  heard  behind  her  a  ruftling  of  leaves, 
which  occafioned  her  to  turn  and  look  round  j 
there  {he  beheld  Leontine,  leaping  the  hedge, 
coming  to  kifs  her,  to  adore  her,  to  caft  himfelf  at 
her  feet. 

Leontine  had  left  his  card-party  foon  after 
Eugenia  was  gone,  and  come  in  fearch  of  her  ; 
knowing  Eugenia's  firft  intentions  refpe(5ting 
Jerome,  he  had  followed,  and  hid  himfelf  behind 

the 
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the  arbour,  that  he  might  liften  to  her  converfa-' 
tion  with  the  good  old  man ;  he  expeded  a  plea- 
fure,  and  he  received  one,  even  beyond  his  ex- 
pedlations ;  for  being  only  feparated  from  her  by 
a  light  foliage,  though  Eugenia  had  fpoke  in  a 
whifper,  he  had  not  loft  a  fentence  of  all  flic 
had  faid. 

Oh  my  dear,  my  charming  Eugenia,  cried  he, 
what  have  I  heard  ;  hovi^  great,  how  fupreme  is 
my  happinefs  !  fentiments,  feelings,  benevolence 
like  your's,  are  ineftimable ;  I  knew  you  lovely, 
and  yet  I  fcarce  knew  half  your  lovelinefs. 

Leontine  was  fpeaking  thus,  when  Jerome 
awoke ;  Eugenia  immediately  difengaged  herfelf 
from  the  arras  of  her  hufband,  and  drew  near  to 
the  old  man  j  he  looked  at  her  with  aftonifhmcnt, 
and,  out  of  refpeft  was  going  to  rife  j  Eugenia  de- 
fired  him  to  fit  ftill,  but  he  excufed  himfelf  by  fay- 
ing he  muft  go  to  his'labour.  No,  faid  Eugenia, 
reft  yourfelf  to  day. 

But  my  day's  work.  Madam— 

I  will  pay  it  to  you  ;  here,  accept  this  purfe,  and 
may  the  reception  of  it  give  you  as  much  pleafure 
as  the  offering  of  it  has  given  me  ! 

So  faying,  Eugenia,  with  a  tender  and  refpe61:ful 
air,  put  the  purfe,  containing  fifty  guineas,  into  the 
trembling  hands  of  the  old  man,  and  turned  her 
head  afide  to  hide  her  tears.  Leontine  ftood before 
her,  beholding  her  with  rapture  5  never  had  ftie 

appeared 
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appeared  fo  lovely  in  his  eyes ;  never  had  fhe  made 
fo  fvveet,  fo  deep,  lb  powerful  an  impreffion  upon 
his  heart. 

The  old  man,  notwithftanJing,  looked  at  the 
purfe  that  lay  open  upon  his  lap  with  a  kind  of 
amazement ;  in  his  whole  life  he  had  never  beheld 
fo  great  a  fum ;  he  rubbed  his  ejTS,  feared  he  was 
yet  afleep,  ftill  dreaming,  while  Eugenia  filently 
enjoyed  the  delicious  excefs  of  his  furprize.  At 
lafl  Jerome  clafped  his  hands  in  a  kind  of  ecftacy, 
and  fobbing  exclaimed,  Oh  God  !  what  have  I 
done ;  how  have  I  merited  fo  vaft  a  gift !  So  fay- 
ing, he  raifed  his  head,  and  fixed  his  fwimming 
eyes  on  Eugenia,  and  added,  may  the  God  of  mer- 
cies only  grant,  Madam,  that  you  may  have  chil- 
dren like  yourfelf. 

He  could  fay  no  more  ;  tears  interrupted  the 
power  of  fpeech.  Juft  at  this  moment  his  little 
family  returned  running,  and  Eugenia  entreated 
the  old  man  to  put  up  his  purfe  and  conceal  the 
adventure,  till  fuch  time  as  fhe  permitted  him  to 
fpeak,  to  mention  it.  She  then  embraced  the  little 
Simonetta,  bade  adieu  to  the  good  old  man,  and 
arm  in  arm  with  Leontine  and  Valentina  again  re- 
turned to  the  Chateau, 

Eugenia,  f^om  a  very  natural  delicacy,  did  not 
wifh  that  her  father-in-law  fhould  be  informed  of 
this  affair  before  (he  had  been  at  the  mafqueradc, 
Icll  lie  fliould  give  her  another  habit.     I'he  day 
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at  length  arrived,  the  Count  remained  in  the 
country,  and  confided  Eugenia  to  the  care  of  one 
of  his  relations,  and  of  Leontine,  who  went  with 
her  to  Paris. 

At  the  ball  every  eye  was  fixed  upon  Eugenia^ 
not  only  by  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  which  were 
very  fuperior,  but  alfo  by  the  elegant  fimpiicity  of 
her  drefs,  which  diftinguifhed  her  from  every  other 
woman )  neither  gold,  nor  pearls,  nor  diamonds  load- 
ed her  habit ;  nothing  impeded  her  natural  celerity, 
and  fhe  carried  off  the  prize  of  dancing,  as  well  as  of 
beauty  j  the  fv/eet  remembrance  of  Jerome  v/as 
often  prefent  to  her  imagination,  and  redoubled 
her  gaiety  j  often  did  fhe  fay  to  herfelf,  as  fhe  be- 
held the  exceffive  and  mad  magnificence  of  young 
women  of  her  own  age,  how  much  do  I  pity  them  -y 
alas  I  they  know  not  peace,  they  know  not  plea- 
fure. 

.  At  day-break,  Leontine  took  Eugenia  back  to 
the  country ;  he  would  have  her  appear  before  his 
father  in  her  mafquerade  habit,  for  he  burnt  with 
defire  of  relating  the  hiftory  of  the  old  man.  The 
Count  heard  the  recital  with  feeUngs  equal  to  his 
joy;  a  thoufand  times  did  he  clafpthe  amiable  Eu- 
genia in  his  arms,  and  from  that  inftant  conceived 
all  the  affection  of  the  moll  tender  father  for 
her. 

The  next  day  Eugenia  and  Leontine  went  to 
fee  the  old  man,    Leontine  informed  him,  that  he 

iliDuld 
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fhould  take  charge  of  two  of  his  children,  the 
pretty  little  Simonetta,  and  her  fecond  brother. 
The  girl  was  fent  apprentice  to  a  milliner  at  Pa- 
ris ;  the  boy  to  a  joiner  in  the  country.  The 
Count  d'Amilly  put  the  finifhing  hand  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  good  old  Jerome,  by  giving  him  a  cow, 
and  an  acre  of  land  adjoining  to  his  cottage..  The 
happy  mother  of  Eugenia,  Madame  de  Palmena, 
returning  from  Touraine,  received  on  the  road  a 
letter  containing  an  account  of  all  thefe  events. 

It  is,  my  children,  impoflible,  at  your  age,  to 
conceive  the  impreiHon,  which  a  letter  like  this 
muft  make  on  the  heart  of  a  tender  mother ;  the 
affetSlionate,  the  feeling,  the  charming  Eugenia, 
was  fhortiy  after  in  the  arms  of  Madame  de 
Palmena,  who  paffed  the  reft  of  her  days  with  a 
daughter  fo  worthy  of  all  her  tendernefs ;  yes, 
Eugenia  was  the  delight  of  her  hufband,  of  her 
mother,  of  her  father,  of  her  family  ^  fhe  found 
in  her  own  heart,  and  in  the  world^s  refpe<3:,  a 
juft  recompence  for  her  condu6l  and  her  virtues  j 
and  to  crown  her  felicity,  heaven,  attentive  to 
the  prayers  of  the  good  old  Jerome,  gave  her 
children,  like  herfelf,  in  whom  ftie  found  all  the 
happinefs  fhe  had  occafioned  to  Madame  de 
Palmena, 

Here  the  Baronnefs  ceafed  fpeaking,  and  Ma- 
dame de  Clemire  taking  up  the  converfation,  faid,. 

WelL 
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Well  my  children,  has  hot  this  ftory  given  yotr 
pleafure  ? 

Oh  yes,  mamma,"  and  I  hope  I  {hall  one  day  re- 
femble  the  amiahle  Eugenia.  \ 

And  I  too  becaufe  fhe  made  her  mamma 
happy, 

I,  faid  Caefar,  will  endeavour  to  imitate  Leon- 
tine  ;  but  a=-propos,  mamma,  permit  me  to  afk  you 
a  queftion  J  Leontinehid  himfelf  behind  the  arbour 
to  overhear  Eugenia,  you  know  j  but  pray  was 
that  right  ? 

No  ;  and  I  love  to  fee  this  delicacy,  Caefar,  be- 
caufe it  is  v/ell  founded.  Leontine,  it  is  true, 
was  convinced  Eugenia  would  only  fpeak  of  Je- 
rome ;  and  that,  befides,  fhe  had  no  fecrets  which 
fhe  would  conceal  from  him  ;  but  that  docs  not 
cxcufe  the  action ;  whatever  may  be  our  motive, 
nothing  ftiould  ever  tempt  us  to  become  liPceners. 
It  is  my  wifh,  my  children,  to  teach  you  to  dil- 
tinguifli  good  from  ill }  and  I  am  well  afllired, 
when  you  fhall  have  acquired  this  precious  know- 
ledge, you  will  deteft  vice  and  love  virtue,  becaule 
nothing  on  earth  is  fo  lovely ;  therefore  if  you 
would  be  happy,  if  you  would  be  refpeiSled,  fay  to 
yourfelves,  I  will  never  be  guilty  of  the  leaft  un- 
juftifiable  a6lion,  whatever  may  be  my  fituationj 
motive,  orexcufe. 

Here  Madame  de  Clemire  arofe,  and  after  re- 
ceiving and  returning  the  embraces  of  her  children, 

each 
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each  retired  to  reft.  Madame  do  Clemlre  little 
fufpeclcd  at  lying  down,  the  ihock  fhe  fhould 
receive  at  rifing.  For  two  months  paft,  when- 
ever fhe  received  news  from  Paris  or  the  army,  it 
always  fpoke  of  peace  being  proclaimed  before  the 
next  campaign  ;  but  what  was  her  grief  the  next 
morning  at  receiving  letters,  which  informed  her 
the  two  armies  were  met,  and  that  a  battle  was 
inevitable. 

When  her  children  heard  this  cruel  news,  they 
partook  of  the  chagrin  and  inquietude  of  their 
mother  ;  play  was  fufpended,  pleafure  forgot,  and 
the  hours  of  recreatjon  were  fpent  in  grief  and 
tears.  This  continued  a  fortnight ;  at  laft,  on 
the  eve  of  the  firft  of  May,  they  were  liftening 
with  attention  to  the  Abbe,  who  was  reading  aloud 
a  chapter  in  the  Teftament,  when  fuddenly  they 
heard  loud,  yet  broken  accents  and  confufed  cries ; 
among  others,  they  plainly  diftinguifhed  the  voice 
of  their  mamma  ;  trembling,  terrified,  they  all 
ran  at  once  to  the  door,  and  at  the  fame  inftant 
found  themfelves  in  the  arms  of  their  mother, 
who,  with  a  fliriek  of  joy,  cried.  The  battle  is 
fought  !  the  battle  is  ivon  I  and  your  father  is  fafe  ! 

The  children  leapt  into  their  mother's  arms 
with  tranfport,  uniblc  to  e;<:prefs  their  joy,  unlefs 
by  their  fobs-j  Madame  de  Clemire,  fupported 
by  her  tender  mother,  and  clafping  her  children 

to 
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to  her  bofom,  difplayed  to  the  family  a  mofl  af* 
feiling  pidlure. 

After  a  few  moments  filence,  interrupted  only 
by  the  fweet  tears  which  pleafure  flied,  Madame 
de  Clemire,  furrounded  by  her  whole  houfehold, 
read  aloud  the  letter  fhe  had  juft  received;  every 
circumftance  added  to  the  pure  tranfports  they 
enjoyed,  for  it  feemed  certain  that  peace  muft  be 
the  confequence  of  vi£lory. 

Happinefs  and  tranquillity  returned^to  the  caftle, 
and  with  them  the  fports  and  the  pleafures.  This 
interefting  day,  was  precifely  that  on  which  they 
were  to  plant  the  May  j  this  was  to  be  performed 
in  the  caftle-yard,  and  they  waited  with  impatience 
for  the  hour  when  this  ruftic  feaft  was  to  com- 
mence. Scarcely  was  dinner  over,  ere  they  heard 
the  found  of  hautboys,  bagpipes,  and  flutes  ;  they 
all  flew  to  the  court,  which  was  already  filled 
by  the  minftrels,  and  all  the  young  people  of  the 
village  J  the  lads  in  white  waiftcoats,  decorated 
with  ribbands,  furrounded  the  May-pole  that  lay 
extended  on  the  ground,  and  held  cords  in  their 
hands  to  raife  it  at  the  appointed  moment. 

At  a  given  fignal,  a  troop  of  laflTes  advanced, 
carrying  bafkets  full  of  flowers,  in  which  they 
half  buried  the  May-bufh  ;  one  bufied  herfelf  with 
twining  a  wreath  round  the  pole,  another  placed 
a  garland  crown  upon  it's  fummit,  and  in  an  in- 
ftant  it  was  adorned  with  a  thoufajid  fefloons  of 

white 
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white  thorn  and  wild  rofes,  and  a  multitude  of 
coronets,  compofed  of  the  violet,  narciflus,  and 
anemony. 

Two  elderly  peafants  then  gravely  approached, 
each  with  a  bottle  in  his  hand,  and  Iprinkled  wine 
round  the  pole  j  after  this  libation,  they  drank 
to  the  health  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor.  Casfar, 
the  reprefentative  of  his  father,  muft  needs,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  dojiijlke  to  the  honeft  peafants ; 
he  advanced  boldly,  made  his  falute,  received  a 
glafs  half  full  of  wine,  and  drank  to  them  with  a 
good  grace. 

Then  it  was  that  they  immediately  reared  the 
May-pole,  and  hand  in  hand  the  lads  and  lafles 
danced  around  it,  fmging  a  roundelay  in  praife  of 
the  pleafant  merry  month  of  May^  Csefar,  Ca- 
roline, and  Pulcheria,  mingled  in  the  dance,  and 
repeated  the  chorus  with  all  their  might ;  the 
fauteiifes  (a)  fucceeded  the  roundelay,  and  the 
fcafl  finiftied  by  a  good  game  at  prifon-bars  in 
the  gardens. 

Csefar  was  aftonifliingly  agile  and  ftrong  for  his 
age,  and  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  this  laft  game  ; 
in  which  agility  may  be  difcovered,  quicknefs  of 
foot,  addrefs  in  putting  the  change  on  one's  an- 
lagonift,  fmcerity,  or  delicacy,  in  condemning 
onefelf  in  doubtful  cafes,  and  valour  and  gene- 

(a)  A  village  dance  In  Burgundy, 

rofity 
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tiofity  in  expofing  one's  liberty  for  the  delivery  of 
the  prifoners  of  one's  own  party. 

Nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  this  fine  day, 
except  a  ftory  in  the  evening,  which  Madame  de 
Clemire  promifed  them  on  the  morrow.  At  going 
to  bed  they  agreed  to  rife  at  day-break,  on  pur- 
purpofe  that  they  might  altogether  take  a  long  walk 
in  the  fields.  Morning  being  come,  the  children 
were  called,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Madame 
de  Clemire  left  the  Caftle  with  them,  followed 
only  by  the  faithful  Morel. 

After  about  an  hour's  walk,  the  children  began 
to  find  they  had  not  breakfafted  :  they  were  two 
miles  from  the  Caftle,  and  being  prefled  by  hunger, 
they  determined  to  look  for  a  cottage  where  they 
might  get  fome  milk.  Morel  fhewed  them  one, 
and  they  followed  eagerly  the  road  he  directed ; 
they  arrived  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  at  the  cot- 
tage, where  they  were  furprized  to  hear  a  great 
jioife,  much  laughing,  and  a  numerous  affembly 
of  pcafants,  all  in  their  Sunday  cloaths,  except 
fuch  as  had  nuptial  habits. 

The  hufbandman,  who  owned  the  cottage, 
had  married  his  daughter  that  very  morning  :  they 
had  returned  from  church,  and  were  bufy  prepar- 
ing the  wedding-feaft.  Madame  de  Clemire  went 
into  the  garden  with  her  children,  and  fat  down 
upon  a  green  bank,  where,  a  moment  after,  the 
Bride   brought   them    fome   excellent  milk  and 

brov/n 
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brown  bread.  Caroline,  authorized  by  a  fign  of 
approbation  from  her  mother,  took  off  a  large 
golden  crofs  that  flie  wore  round  her  neck,  and 
pafled  the  riband  over  the  head  of  the  young  bride, 
as  the  latter  ftooped  to  her  to  prefcnt  her  with  a 
nice  bowl  of  cream  :  the  bride  blu(hed,  and  look- 
ing at  Madame  de  Clem  ire,  refufed  to  accept  the 
prefent ;  but  the  latter  faid  to  her,  do  not  afflict 
Caroline,  Manette,  by  refuHng  fuch  a  trifle  j  but 
pray  go  and  tell  your  father,  that  I  invite  him  and 
all  his  guefts  to  come  next  Sunday  and  dine  with 
us  at  the  caftle. 

Manette,  delighted  at  this  propofition,  and  im- 
patient to  fhew  the  company  her  crofs  of  gold,  ran 
immediately,  forgetting  even  to  thank  Caroline  ; 
fhe  foon  returned  v/ith  her  fither,  and  after  many 
fimple,  but  fincere,  thanks  and  apologies,  they  both 
went  back  into  the  cottage. 

I  am  like  you,  mamma,  faid  Caroline,  I  a^ 
exceedingly  fond  of  country  people.  How  gen- 
teel Manette  is  !  What  fweetnefs,  what  fatisfac- 
tion  in  her  countenance  !  How  charming  when 
fhe  blufhes,  and  what  excellent  cream,  and  bread, 
and  milk,  ihe  has  given  us  !  I  am  fure  you  have 
made  all  thefe  good  people  very  happy,  by  inviting 
them  to  come  to  dine  at  the  Caftle ;  they  will  long 
talk  of  the  chance  that  brought  us  to  day  to  their 
cottage. 

VOL.  II,  C  This 
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I'his  little  adventure,  anfwered  Madame  de 
Clemire,  calls  to  my  mind  an  anecdote  1  have  read 
in  the  Ruffian  Hiftory. 

Dear,  dear  mamma,  do  tell  it  us. 

With  all  my  heart.  The  Czarlwan  (a)  fome- 
times  v/ent  about  difguifed,  in  order  that  he  might 
the  better  difcover  what  the  people  thought  of  his 
government.  One  day  as  he  was  walking  alone 
in  the  country,  near  Mofcow,  he  came  to  a  village, 
and  feigning  to  be  fpent  with  fatigue,  afked  relief. 
His  drefs  was  ragged,  his  appearance  miferable, 
and  what  ought  to  have  excited  the  compaffion  of 
the  hearers,  and  infured  his  reception,  produced  de- 
nial only. 

Full  ot  indignation  at  the  hard-hearted  inha- 
bitants, he  was  about  to  quit  the  place,  when  he 
perceived  one  more  houfe,  at  which  he  had  not 
alked  affiftance  j  it  was  the  pooreft  cottage  of 
the  village.  The  Emperor  approached,  and  foftly 
tapped  at  the  door,  when  inftantly  a  peafant  came, 
and  afked  the  ftranger  what  he  wanted  ?  I  am 
almoft  dying  with  wearinefs  and  hunger,  anfwer- 
ed the  Czar,  can  you  give  me  lodging  for  one 
night  ? 

Alas,  fald  the  peafant,  holding  out  his  hand  to 
him,  you  will  have  poor  fare  j  you  come  at  an  ill 

(a)  About  the  year  1 550.  This  anecdote  has  been  taken 
from  a  work  entitled  Fafles  dt  Pologne  £f  de  l^ujjie*  Tom.II. 

p.  ^0. 

tune. 
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time,  my  wife  is  in  the  pangs  of  labour,  her  cries 
will  hinder  you  from  fleeping  j  but  come  j  come  in. 
at  leaft,  you  will  be  out  of  the  cold,  and  fuch  as  v/e 
have  you  fhall  be  welcome  to. 

60  faying,  the  peafant  made  the  Czar  enter  a 
fmall  place  full  of  children ;  one  cradle  contained 
two  fleeping  foundly  i  a  little  girl  of  three  years 
old  was  laid  upon  a  rug,  near  her  two  little  bro- 
thers, afleep  likewife  j  while  the  two  eldeft  fiflers, 
the  one  fix  and  the  other  feven,  were  on  theirknees^ 
crying  and  praying  to  God  for  the  deliverance  of 
their  mother,  who  was  in  the  adjoining  room, 
and  whofe  plaints  and  groans  were  diftinclly 
heard. 

Stay  here,  faid  the  peafant  to  the  Emperor,  I 
will  go  and  get  fomething  for  you  to  eatj  fo  fay- 
ing, he  went  out,  and  foon  returned  with  black 
bread,  eggs,  and  honey.  You  fee  all  I  can  give 
you,  faid  he,  partake  of  it  with  my  children,  I  muft 
go  and  affift  my  wife. 

Your  charity,  your  hofpitality,  faid  the  Czar, 
fhould  bring  happinefs  on  your  houfe ;  I  have  no 
doubt  but  God  will  reward  your  virtues. 

Pray  for  my  wife,  my  good  friend,   replied  the 

peafant,  pray  to  the  Almighty  flie  may  be  happily 

delivered,  that's  all  I  wiiTi. 

Would  that  make  you  happy  ? 

Happy  !     'Judge  yourfeif  3    I  have    five   fine 

children,  a  wife  that  I  love,  a  father  and  mother 

C  2  both 
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both  in  good  health,  and  my  labour  is  fufficient  to 
■maintain  them  all. 

And  does  your  father  and  mother  live  with 
you  ? 

Certainly!  They  are  within,  with  my  wife.  • 

But  your  cabin  is  fo  very  fmall. 

XDh  !  it's  large  enough,  fmce  it  holds  us  all. 

So  faying,  the  peafantwent  to  his  wife,  who  an 
hour  after  was  happily  delivered.  The  good  pea- 
fant,  tranfported  with  joy,  brought  his  child  to  fliew 
the  Czar.  Look,  faid  he,  look,  this  is  the  fixth  flie 
hath  brought  me ;  may  God  preferve  him  like  my 
others  !  Look  how  ftrong  and  hearty  he  is. 

The  Czar  took  the  child  in  his  arms,  and  looked 
at  him  with  a  full  heart.  I  know,  by  the  phyfiog- 
nomy  of  this  child,  faid  he,  I  am  certain  he  will 
be  happy  ;  I  would  lay  my  life  he  will  arrive  at 
great  preferment. 

The  peafant  fmiled. 

At  this  moment  the  two  little  girls  came  to 
kifs  their  new-born  brother,  whom  their  grand- 
mother was  come  to  take  back  :  the  little  ones 
followed  her,  and  the  peafant  laying  himfelf  down 
on  his  bed  of  ftraw,  invited  the  ftranger  to  do  the 
fame.  In  a  moment  the  peafant  was  in  a  peace- 
ful and  found  fleep,  and  the  Czar,  fitting  up,  looked 
round,  and  beheld  with  tender  emotion,  the  fleep- 
ing  children  and  the  fleeping  father.  The  moft 
profound  fdence  reigned  in  the  cottage,      What 

calm  ! 
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calm  !  what  tranquillity  !  faid  the  Emperor  ;  vir  - 
tuous,  happy  man ;  how  peaceably  he  fleeps  on 
his  ftraw ;  ambitious  cares,  fufpicion,  and  remorfe, 
trouble  not  his  repofe  ;  how  delicious  Is  the  fleep  oi 
innocence ! 

In  fuch  like  refleilions  the  Emperor  pafled  the 
night.  The  peafant  awaked  at  the  break  of  day, 
and  the  Czar  taking  leave  of  him,  laid,  I  muft 
return  to  Mofcow,  my  friend,  I  am  acquainted 
there  with  a  benevolent  man,  to  whom  I  will  fpeak 
concerning  you  ;  I  am  certain  I  can  prevail  on 
him  to  Hand  godfather  to  your  clukl  ;  promife  nie 
therefore  that  you  v/ill  v/ait  for  vac  to  come  to 
tiie  baptifm  ;  I  iluii  b;;  U.ck  in  three  hours  at  tns 
far  theft. 

The  peafant  did  not  think  much  of  this  mighty 
promife,  but  naturally  good-natured,  he  eafily  con- 
fented  to  the  ftranger's  intreaties  j  after  which  the 
Czar  immediately  took  his  leave. 

The  three  hours,  however,  were  foon  gone,  and 
nobody  appeared  j  the  peafant,  therefore,  followed 
by  his  family,  was  preparing  to  carry  his  child  to 
church.  As  he  was  going  out  of  his  cottage,  he 
fuddenly  heard  the  neighing  of  horfes,  and  the  found 
of  many  coaches.  The  peafant  looked  out,  and  favv 
a  multitude  of  horfemen  and  fuperb  carriages  j  he 
knew  the  Emperor's  guards,  and  invited  all  his  fa- 
mily to  come  and  fee  the  Czar  go  by ;  they  all  ran 
out  in  a  hurry,  and  placed  themfelves  before  their. 
door»  C  3  The 
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The  carriages  and  horfemen  filed  off  orderly  in 
a  circular  line,  and  at  laft  the  Czar's  ftate-coach 
iVopt  oppofite  the  cottage  of  the  good  peafant.  The 
guards  pufhed  back  the  croud,  which  the  hope  of 
feeing  their  Sovereign  had  drawn  together  ;  the 
coach-door  opened,  and  the  Czar  defcended,  per- 
ceived his  hoft,  and  advanced. 

I  promifed  you  a  godfather,  faid  he,  I  am  come 
to  fulfil  my  promife  ;  give  me  your  child  and  fol- 
low me  to  church. 

The  peafant  ilood  like  a  fcatue  !  lookine;  at  the 
Czar  v/ith  amazement  equal  to  his  joy !  In  a 
kind  of  flupefadlion  he  examined  his  magnificent 
rcoes,  the  fparkling  jev/ds  with  which  they  were 
adorned,  the  lordly  train  that  furrounded  him, 
and  in  the  midft  of  all  this  pomp,  could  not  difcover 
the  poor  ftranger  wlio  had  lain  all  night  with  him 
upon  ftraw.  The  Emperor  for  a  moment  enjoyed 
his  perplexities  and  aftonifhment  in  filence,  then 
fpoke  to  him  thus  : 

Ycilcrday  you  performed  the  duties  ofhofpita- 
lity ;  to-day  lam  come  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the 
moit  delightful  duty  of  a  fovereign,  that  of  recom- 
penfing  virtue.  I  fhall  not  remove  you  from  aftate 
to  which  you  do  fo  much  honour,  and  the  inno- 
cence and  tranquillity  of  which  I  regret ;  but  I 
v/ill  give  you  fuch  things  as  you  want ;  you  fhall 
have  numerous  flocks,  rich  paftures,  and  a  houfe, 
in  v/hich  you  may  with  eafe  perform  the  duties  of 

humanity  J 
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humanity  ;  the  new-born  infunt  ftiall  beome  my 
ward,  for  you  mufi:  remember,  faid  the  Czar  fmil- 
ing,  I  predicted  he  would  be  fortunate. 

The  peafant  anfwered  not  a  word,  but, with  tears 
of  gratitude  in  his  eyes,  ran  for  the  child,  brought 
him,  and  laid  him  dov/n  at  the  Ein'peror's  ff  et. 

The  Czar  was  moved,  took,  the  child  iji  his 
arms,  and  carried  him  hlmfelf  to  church ;  after 
which,  not  willing  to  deprive  him  of  his  n'other's 
milk,  he  took  him  back  to  the  cottage,  ordering 
that  the  child  fhould  be  fcnt  to  him  as'  foon  as  it 
v/as  we.incd.  The  Czar  r.;itntull)  kept  his  pionilli.', 
had  the  boy  educated  in  his  palace,  eftabliflied  his 
fortune,  and  heaped  benefadtions  on  the  good  pea- 
fant and  his  fomily. 

Ah  ;  cried  Cxfar,  hov/  feverely  muft  thofe  vil- 
lagers lament,  who  inhofpitably  (hut  their  doors 
againft  the  difguifed  Emperor  ;  they  were  juftly 
puni/hed  for  their  heart-heartednefs  j  fhame  and 
repentance  are  the  natural  confequences  of  ill  ac- 
tions. 

But  hov/  is  it,  faid  Pulcheria,  that  the  wicked 
do  not  think  of  that  ? 

A  bad  henrt,  my  dear,  ftifles  the  natural  lights 
of  reafon.  The  wicked  are  much  to  be  pitied ;  it 
was  therefore  that  a  Perfian  Sage  made  the  follow- 
ing prayer  :  "  Have  mercy.  Oh  God,  upon  the 
"  wicked.  As  for  the  good,  when  you  made  them 
"  good,  you  made  them  happy." 

C4.  So 
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So  faying,  Madame  de  Clemire  quitted  the  cot- 
tage, and  returned  with  her  children  to  the  Caftle  ; 
they  talked  of  nothing  on  their  way  but  the  Czar 
Iwan.  Dear  mamina,  faid  Pulcheria,  I  wiili  you 
would  relate  fomething  from  hiftory,  ^vtry  time 
that  you  are  fo  good  as  to  take  us  cut  a  walking. 
T)o  mamma,  faid  the  reft,  that  is  well  thought 
of. 

And  fo  you  v/ould  have  m.e  regularly  every  day 
tell  you  a  ilory  in  the  morning,  and  a  ftory  in  the 
evening !  It  fcems  you  depend  very  much  upon  my 
memory. 

And  upon  your  good  nature  too,  mamma. 

Well,  my  dears,  I  will  do  my  beft  to  juftify  your 
good  opinion  of  me. 

At  hearing  this,  each  of  the  children  ran  again 
and  again  to  kifs  their  mamma. 

They  were  now  almoft  at  the  Caftle  gates  ;  as 
foon  as  they  got  home,  Madame  de  Clemire  gave 
her  daughters  their  daily  talks,  and  Caefar  went  to 
his  ftudies  with  the  Abbe.  After  dinner  Madame 
de  Clemire,  having  a  letter  to  write,  left  her 
children  in  the  hall  with  the  Abbe,  during  the  hour 
cf  recreation.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Madame 
de  Clemire,  having  hnirned  her  letter,  returned  j 
flic  perceived  Caroline  and  Pulcheria  fitting- to- 
gether reading  In  a  corner. 

Wiiat  arc  you  reading  there,  my  dears,  faid 
Madame  de  Clemire  ? 

It 
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It  is  a  book,  mamma,  tliat  Adademoifelle  Juli- 
enne has  lent  us. 

Mademoifelle  Julienne,  is  flic  capable  ofdire6l- 
ing  you  in  the  choice  of  books  !  And  befides, 
ought  you  to  borrow  books  without  informing 
n:e  ? 

That's  what  I  told  thefe  young  ladies,  faid  the 
Abbe,  who  was  playing  at  chefs  with  the  Curate 
at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  but  they  would  not 
believe  me.  Mailer  Caefar  is  more  rational,  he  is 
overlooking  our  game,  and  reading  the  fmj-nal  de 
Paris  ^ 

Let  me  fee  what  book  it  is,  faid  Madame  de 
Ciemire. 

It  is  Lc  Priiue  P^rcin:ty  U  La  PrlnceJJf:  Graci- 
tufe^  mamma. 

A  Fairy  Tale !  faid  the  Baronnefs..- 

How  can  you  be  pleafed  with  fuch  a  book  ? 

I  fee,  mamma,  I  have  done  wrong;  but  I  confeis 
I.  am  fond  of  fairy  tales ;  they  are  very  amufmg  j 
they  are  fo  marvellous,  fo  extraordinary,  and  ha\'e 
fo  many  changes  from  cryflal  palaces  to  golden 
caftJes,  that  it's  quite  delighting  to  read.. 

But  don't  you  know  that  all.  thefe  miracles  arc 
falfe. 

1  obe  furc,  mamma  ;  they  are  fairy  tales.. 

How  does  it  happen,  that  this  idea  does  not  dif- 
guft  you  then  ? 

Cs  We 
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We  own,  mammaj  the  ftories  you  tell  us  are 
a  tlioufand  times  more  interefting.  I  could  hear 
them  for  ever,  and  I  iliould  foon  be  tired  of  fairy 
tales. 

But  if  you  are  fo  fond  of  the  marvellous,  you 
might  fiir  better  fatisfy  that  inclination  by  reading 
books  which  are  infl:ru6live. 

How  fo,  mamma  ? 

It  is  your  ignorance  only,  that  makes  you  fup- 
pofe  the  marvellous  exifts  no  where  but  in  fairy 
tales.  Nature  and  art  afFord  phaenomena  as  fur- 
prifing,  as  the  moJft  remarkable  incidents  in  Prince 
Percinet, 

Is  it  poffible,  mamma  ? 

I  will  prove  it  is ;  and  for  that  purpofe  under- 
take to  write  a  tale  the  moll  ftriking  and  fmgular 
you  ever  heard  j  the  marvellous  of  which  (hall  all 
be  true. 

Caefar,  who  had  overheard  in  part  the  converfa- 
tipn,  left  chefs  and  the  'Journal  de  Paris,  and  ap- 
proaching Madame  de  Clemire  faid,  are  you  in 
earneft,  mamma  ? 

You  fhall  judge  yourfelf :  Imuft  have  imaginary 
perfons,  and  fabulous  incidents;  but  obferve  the 
marvellous  Jhall  all  be  true  :  every  thing  that  fhall. 
wear  the  face  of  prodigy  or  enchantment  I  will 
take  from  nature  ;  the  events  fliall  be  fuch  as  either 
have  happened,  or  do  daily  happen  at  prefent. 

Well,  that  now  appears  incredible. 

But 
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But  I  am  fure  of  one  thing,  mamma,  which  is, 
thiit  you  will  have  no  cryflal  palaces,  with  pillars  of 
diamond,  in  your  tale. 

Yes,  fmce  you  defy  mc  to  it,  I  will  have  cryftal 
palaces,  with  pillars  of  diamond ;  and  what's  more, 
a  city  all  of  filver. 

"What,  without  the  afliftance  of  magic,  fairies, 
and  necromancers  ! 

Yes,  without  magic,  fairies,  or  necromancers; 
with  otlier  events  ftill  more  furprifing. 

I  fhall  never  recover  from  my  amazement  ! 
Dear,  dear,  how  impatient  I  am  to  hear  your  tale, 
mamma  ! 

It  will  take  me  three  weeks  at  leaft  to  write  it, 
for  I  muft  look  over  feveral  voyages  and  works  of 
natural  hiHory. 

What  can  you  find  in  thofe  inftru6live  books, 
things  more  marvellous  than  in  Prince  Percinet  ? 
How  does  it  happen  then,  that  fairy  tales  are  not 
out  of  fafhion  ? 

Becaufethe  kind  of  tales  I  fpeak  of,  require  pre- 
vious knowledge,  which  is  only  to  be  gained  by 
ftudy. 

But  how  then,  mamma,  fliall  we  be  able  to  un- 
derftand  your  tale  ? 

I  will  employ  no  technical  terras,  and  only  re- 
late the  effects  without  explaining  their  caufcs  j  fo 
that  if  you  had  not  been  told  it  fliould  be  all  truth, 
ycu  would  have  fuppofed  it  abfolutely  a  fairy  tale  ; 
C  6  but 
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bat  you  muft  wait  three  weeks,  during  which 
time  our  eveniag  and  morning  ftories  fliall  all  be 
fufpended. 

O  dearj  O  dear,  three  weeks  \ 

Do  yourrelvesjuflics,  Caroline  andPuIcheria  ; 
have  I  not  forbid  your  ever  looking  in  a  book  that 
was  not  given  you,  either  by  me  or  your  grand- 
mamma. 

That  is  very  true,  and  we  deferve  a  longer  pe- 
nance. 

To  confole  themfelves  as  much  as  polTible,  the 
chilren  paffed  their  time  in  their  garden  every 
evening,  and  Madame  de  Clemire  with  them» 
Look,  mamma,  faid  Pulcheria,  at  that  bed  of  hy- 
acinths J  it  is  all  mine,  cried  fhe,  with  rapture  > 
how  happy,  dear  mamma,  have  you  made  your 
dear  Pulcheria,  by  giving  her  that  bit  of  ground  : 
if  I  could  but  remember  always  to  follow  your  in- 
ftr-u«Stions,,and  never  difobey  you,  nothing  would 
be  wanting  to  my  happinefs.  Ah  !  mamma,  I  an> 
fure  you  are  as  good  as  the  Sage  who  prayed  for 
the  wicked  J  do. pray  that  I  may  not  be  fo  forget- 
ful, nor  fo  inquifitive,  and  that  none  of  my  hya- 
cinths may  die. 

Then  you  are  not  tired  of  your  garden  ? 

Dear  !  no  mamma  j  I  am  fonder  and  fonder  of  it 
every  day. 

That  is  not  at  all  furprizing  ;  fimple  and  inno- 
cent pleafures  alone  are  durable  ;  the  palace  and 

the 
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the  throne  foon  become  tirefome  ;  a  garden,  cul- 
tivated by  our  own  hands  never.  Dioclefian, 
when  folicitcd  by  his  former  colleague  Maximian^ 
again  to  take  the  imperial  crown,  which  they  had 
both  long  abdicated,  only  wrote  as  follows  i)i 
anfwer  :  "  Come,  my  friend,  and  fee  the  fine 
"  lettuces  I  have  planted  in  my  garden  at  Sa- 
lona."  (a). 

Ah  !  but  what  would  he  have  faid  if  he  had  had 
my  hyacinths  ? 

Take  care,  however,  of  being  too  fond  of  your 
flowers  J  beware  of  excefs  in  every  thing  ;  beware 
of  an  exdujive  preference. 

Why  mamma,  can  one's  fondnefs  for  flov;«rs 
become  a  paffion  ? 

Every  thing  may  be  abufed  by  thofe  who  do  not 
liften  to  reafon,  and  do  not  fubdue  theitr  whims  ; 
would  you  think  that  there  are  people  filly  enough, 
mad  enough,  to  give  two  or  three  hundred  guineas 
for  a  flower-root  .^ 

Three  hundred  guineas  \ 

I  have  feen  feveral  hyacinths,  at  Haerlem,  In 
Holland,  which  have  coft  fuch  fums  (1). 

But  what,  mamma,,  could  make  a  flower  lb 
dear  ? 

{a)  Hiftoire  de  Charlemngne,  par  M,  Gaillartl,  To?;'.  I. 
p.  287, 

The 
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The  minute  delicacy  of  amateurs ;  they,  for 
example,  feek  for  uncommon  tints,  and  require  a 
hyacinth  fhould  have  certain  properties,  on  which 
they  fet  an  imaginary  value,  and  into  v^rhich  they 
enquire  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaftitude. 

Lord  !  mamma,  amateurs  are  greater  children 
than  I  am ;  their  flowers  of  three  hundred 
guineas  do  not  fmell  better  than  mine,  nor  look 
better,  in  my  opinion;  and  fo  I  would  as  lief 
have  my  little  bed  of  hyacinths  as  any  bed  at 
Haerlem. 

You  are  very  right,  my  dear,  to  be  fatisfied 
with  your  own. 

As  they  were  thus  converfing,  a  fervant  came 
to  inform  Madame  de  Clemire  of  the  arrival  of  a 
coach.  It  was  a  vifitor's  carriage,  and  contained 
M.  and  Madame  de  Luzanne,  with  their  only 
daughter  Sidonia,  a  young  lady  of  fifteen.  Ma- 
dame de  Clemire  had  never  yet  feen  them,  be- 
caufe,  though  neighbours,  they  had  pafled  the 
winter  at  Autun;  and  fuppofing  them  come 
back,  Cae  had  been  to  pay  them  a  vifit  in  tlie  be- 
ginning of  April,  which  they  were  now  come  to 
return. 

M.  de  Luzanne  was  about  forty,  and  rather 
handfome,  of  which,  and  having  in  his  youth 
been  two  or  three  times  at  Paris,  he  was  very 
vain.  He  had  a  profound  contempt  for  every 
body  bred  in  the  country,  and  treated  his  wife 

with 
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with  difdain,  and  his  daughter  with  indifference, 
fuppofing  himfelf  utterly  fuperior  to  all  fuch  petty 
people  ;  and  confoling  himfelf  for  the  misfortune 
of  living  with  none  but  his  inferiors,  by  imagin- 
ing that  his  fuperiority  was  too  evident  not  to  be 
generally  felt. 

Having  never  lived  in  the  fafhionable  world,  he 
confequently  was  ignorant  of  its  cuftomsj  he  yet 
had  the  ridiculous  vanity  of  pretending  to  know  it 
well,  and  piqued  himfelf  on  his  gallantry,  which 
he  expreflcd  by  phrafes  collected  from  tales  and 
novels  ;  the  authors  of  v/hich,  by  endeavouring  to 
paint  the  manners  of  the  great,  had  reprefented 
thofe  only  of  their  vulgar  and  humble  imitators  ; 
this  kind  of  erudition  gave  M.  de  Luzanne  a  tone 
of  familiarity,  a  ftrange  jargon  and  manners,  as 
difagreeable  as  impertinent. 

Madame  de  Luzaime  had  none  of  thefe  fopperies: 
her  behaviour  was  fimplc  and  amiable ;  though 
contemned  by  her  hufband,  flie  loved  him  to  ex- 
cefs  ;  and,  unable  to  overlook  the  fmgularity  of 
his  character,  the  blindnefs  of  her  too  tender  af- 
fetSlIon  made  her  fuppofe  his  filly  antics  fo  many 
graces. 

Their  daughter  Sidonia  was  mild,  modeft,  in- 
genuous, and  fenfible  ;  fpokc  little,  anfwered  with 
timidity,  and  blufhed  often  ;  but  there  was  no- 
thing auk  ward  in  her  embarrailment,  nothing  au- 
ftere  In  her  referve,  and  there  was  no  cgmpany  in 

which 
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which  her  behaviour,  her  perfon,  and  her  difcourfo^ 
would  have  appeared  mifplaced. 

Madame  de  Clemire,  followed  by  her  three 
children,  entered  the  hall,  where  fhe  found  M. 
and  Madame  de  Luzanne  with  their  daughter. 
M.  de  Luzanne,  ambitious  of  pleafing  a  lady  from 
Paris,  never  difcovered  fo  much  folly  and  ex- 
travagance. After  the  firft  compliments  ufual  on 
fuch  occafions,  Madam,  faid  he,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  Madame  de  Clemire,  I  dare  not  imagine 
that  we  can,  may,  or  ought  to  flatter  ourfelves 
with  the  hope  of  having  you  in  our  neighbourhood 
next  winter.. 

I  am  in  expe6lation,  fir,  of  not  returning  to 
town  before  the  autumn  after  next. 

You  are  in  expectation  madam  !  What  a  po- 
lite phrafe  ! 

I  am  delighted  with  the  country. 

1  hope,  however,  you  will  allow,  madam,  that 
when  one  has  once  lived  in  the  capital,  the  coun- 
try is  no  longer  fupportable.  "  Life  is  at  Paris  !. 
Vegetation  only  is  here."  But  a-propos,  madam, 
how  does  Verglan  do  ? 

Do  you  mean  my  brother,  fir  ? 

Yes,  madam,  he  was  once  one  of  my  intimates  y 
rhany  a  delightful  evening  have  we  fpent  together ;. 
a  little  elevated  I  own  fometimes  ;  his  adventure 
with  Bleinville  made  a  noife ;  he  is  married  fince, 
and  marriage  is  an  excellent  cooler  for  the  brain. 

He 
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He  has  an  amiable  wife,  fir,  and  is  very 
happy. 

Yes,  I  know fhe  is  very  rich  ;  I  have  heard 

that  one  of  her  old  uncles  was  lately  dead,  and 
left  her  ten  thoufand  crowns  a  year  (1250I.)  That 
uncle  was  once  a  man  of  great  gallantry ;  the 
-  country  produces  few  fo  polite. 

My  fifter,  fir,  was  greatly  afflicted  at  the  lofs  of 
her  uncle ;  a  worthy  relation  is  a  precious  and 
a  certain  friend. 

To  be  fure,  madam  ;  but  a  groaning  old  uncle, 
you  will  own,  is  no  great  lofs  ;  each  muft  have 
their  turn  to  live,  and  the  young  would  have 
great  right  to  complain  if  the  old  were  immortal. 
3ut  do,  madam,  oblige  m.e  fo  far  as  to  inform  me 
if  Blandford  be  flill  as  fond  of  Champaigne  as 
formerly. 

You  -mean  my  uncle,  fir,  I  prefume  ? 

The  very  fame,  madam. 

Upon  my  word  I  don't  know. 

He  had  a  moft  delightful  country-houfe,  it  was 
a  paradife.  You,  madam,  are  too  young  to  re- 
member the  Countefs  de  Blane  in  her  prime. 
When  I  was  at  Paris  fhe  was  the  rage,  the  ton^ 
the  toaft  of  the  time !  I  remember  fhe  had  a  box 
at  the  Opera. 

Madame  de  Clemire  endeavouring  to  make  the 
converfation  general,  addrelTed  herfelf  to  Madame 
de   Luzanne  \    but  M.    de  Luzanne  perceiving 

Carolme 
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Caroline  and  Pulcheria,  exclaimed  in  pretended 

raptures, There  is  beauty  indeed  !  There  are 

features  !  There  are  fhapes  '  There  are  eyes  !  No, 
lio,  thofe  eyes  were  afTuredly  not  made  to  remain 
in  the  country  !  It  v/ould  be  a  public  robbery,  high 
treafon  in  the  Court  of  Cupid,  to  keep  them  from 
the  capital. 

What  age  is  your  daughtei",  pray  fir,  faid  Ma- 
dame de  Clemire  ? 

She  knows  that,  anfwered  carelefsly,  M.  de 
Luzanne  j  meaning  his  wife  ;  for  my  part  I  al- 
ways forget. 

Madame  de  Clemire  feized  the  opportunity  of 
afking  Madame  de  Luzanne  the  like  queftion, 
and  at  the  fame  time  of  fpeaking  highly  in  praife 
of  Sidonia ;  to  v/hich  her  mother  liftened  with 
evident  fatisfa(3:ion,  while  M.  de  Luzanne,  with 
a  cold  and  abfent  air,  tumbled  over  fome  pamph- 
lets that  lay  upon  the  chimney-piece  ;  then  turn- 
ing fuddenly  to  Madame  de  Clemire,  faid,  what 
think  you  madam  of  our  old  La  Patinierc  ?  Could 
it  be  believed  that  he  had  paft  his  youth  at  Paris  ? 
Such  is  the  efFeil:  of  the  country  air,  it  eats  into 
and  deflroys  that  fmooth  varnifii,  thofe  elegant 
graces,  which  can  onlv  be  ccjiferved  at  the  court, 
or  in  the  capital  ;  and  1  don't  doubt,  madam,  but 
you  find  us  a  little  rufty. 

Thefe  words,  pronounced  in  a  felf-fufficient 
tone,  afked  for  a  compliment  which  they  did  not 

obtain  ; 
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obtain  :  Madame  de  Clemire  contented  herfclf, 
with  rendering  juftice  to  the  underftanding  and 
merit  of  M.  de  It  Paliniere  ;  after  which  flie  fpoke 
on  indifferent  fubje(5ls,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  M.  de  Luzanne  made  a  fign  to  his  wife, 
which  put  an  end  to  the  vifit. 

Returning  home,  Madame  de  Luzanne  and  her 
daughter  faid,  they  thought  Madame  de  Clemire 
exceedingly  amiable  ;  but  M.  de  Luzanne,  with 
a  dry  and  difcontented  air,  filenced  them  by  an- 
fwering,  Madame  de  Clemire  was  abfolutely  de- 
ficient in  v/it,  judgment,  and  good  breeding. 

What  an  odd  man,  faid  Caifar  to  his  mamma, 
M.  de  Luzanne  is. 

Which  way,  Caefar  ? 

I  cannot  defcribe  which  way,  mamma,  but  he 
is  fo  droll ;  his  walk,  his  fmile,  his  geflures  have 
fomething  in  them  fo  odd ;  and  then  he  fpeaks  in 
fuch  an  aftected  manner,  that that 

But  what  do  you  mean  by  an  afFeded  man-- 
ner  ? 

Something  unlike  every  body  elfe,  mamma ; 
fomething  at  which  one  is  every  moment  ready  to 
laugh,  and  yet  can  give  no  reafon  why;  jufl  as 
one  does  you  know,  mamma,  at  the  antics  of 
an  ape. 

Your  fimilc  is  a  little  hardy  Caefar,  but  very 
juft. 

And 
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And  then,  he  fays,  conkrved  inftead  of  pre^ 
ferved ;  and  the  capital.,  inftead  of  Paris  or  the 
town. 

Very  true,  though  your  criticifm  is  rather  mi- 
pute  J  thefe  expreffions  are  all  in  their  own  na- 
ture equally  proper,  but  cuftom  determines  which 
is  to  be  preferred  j  and  it  is  in  reality  thefe  nice 
diftinclions,  which  give  one  perfon's  language  a 
fuperiority  over  another's.  He  likewife  fays, 
the  rage  and  the  ton^  which  are  ridiculous  and  af- 
fedled  words,  and,  like  many  other,  that  are  at 
moments  fafhionable,  fhould  be  carefully  avoided 
by  people  who  wiih  to  fpeak  with  that  eafy  ele- 
gance, fo  plcafing  to  the  ear,  and  fo  honourable 
to  the  underftanding. 

And  did  not  you  obferve,  mamma,  when  M. 
de  Luz,anne  enquired  after  my  uncle,  he  called  him 
plain  Verglan  ? 

Yes  ;  fo  in  fpeaking  of  M.  de  la  Paliniere,  he 
faid  La  Paliniere  :  and  this  is  an  afFeftation  of  eafe  j 
a  thing  in  its  own  nature  exceedingly  eftimable 
in  fociety,  but  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain,  with- 
out degenerating  into  rudenefs,  as  M.  de  Lu- 
zanne  did  in  the  above  inftances.  And  I  am  forry 
to  obferve,  that  at  prefent,  M.  de  Luzanne  is  far 
from  being  the  only  perfon  who  miftakes  rude- 
nefs for  eafe,  though  no  two  qualities  can  poffibly 
be  more  oppofite.     But  let  us  at  prefent  fpeak  of 

Madame 
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Madame  de  Luzanne,  and  her  daughter  Sidonia : 
what  do  you  think:  of  them  ? 

O,  mamma,  I  thuik  Madame  de  Luzanne  ex- 
ceedingly amiable  ;  and  her  daughter  appears  to 
me  quite  charming. 

You  are  very  right ;  her  behaviour  is  obliging, 
modeftj  and  natural,  and  thofe  are  qualities  which 
will  pleafe  every  perfon,  and  all  nations. 

I  talked  foftly  with  Mademoifelle  Luzanne, 
and  fhe  anfwered  me  with  fo  much  gentlenefs  and 
complaifance,  that  to  be  fure,  thought  I,  fhe 
would  have  been  a  miracle  had  fhe  had  a  good 
education. 

But  pray  tell  me  what  you  underftand  by  a  good 
education  ? 

Why,  mamma ours        « 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  compliment, 
my  dear ;  but  it  is  not  an  eulogium,  but  a  definition 
I  demand. 

A  good  education a  good  education  is 

is is  to  have is  to  have  a  great  many  ac- 
compli fhments.  Mademoifelle  de  Luzanne  told 
mc  herfclf  fhe  neither  underflood  mufic,  drawing 
nor  dancing. 

Don't  you  remember  to  have  heard  fpeak  at 
Paris  of  an  Opera  finger,  called  Mademoifelle 
Flora  ? 

Yes,  mamma,  the  perfon  that  my  aunt  would 
not  have  at  the  entertainment  file  gave  you. 

The 
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The  fame  ;  and  that  air,  which  you  remember 
was  fo  ill  fung,  would  have  been  fung  delightfully 
had  Mademoifelle  Flora  come. 

Yes,  mamma ;  but  you  know  Mademoifelle 
Flora  is  not  a  woman  of  charadler. 

Very  true  ;  and  yet  Mademoifelle  Flora  fings 
delightfully,  dances  well,  plays  on  feveral  inftru- 
ments,  and  has  a  great  jnany  accomplljhmenu  \  thus, 
according  to  your  definition,  fhe  has  received  a 
good  education. 

No,  mamma,  I  perceive  fhe  has  not. 

I  am  glad  you  do  ;  I  would  have  you  under- 
ftand  that  a  brilliant  is  not  a  good  edujcation.  I 
have  a  thoufand  times  repeated  to  you,  that  you 
ought  not  to  place  too  high  a  value  on  things 
which,  in  their  own  nature,  are  of  no  importance. 

Awellaccomplifhed  perfon  ispofTeffed  of  a  thou- 
fand attradlions,  a  thoufand  graces,  a  thoufand 
refources  ofpleafure,  bothtothemfelves  and  others. 
But  can  graces  and  attractions  make  us  happy 
without  virtue  ? 

Certainly  not,  faid  Caefar  j  for  to  be  happy,  we 
muft  be  loved  and  efteemed. 

Dancing,  drawing,  and  mufic,  cannot  fender 
us  either  eftimable  or  beloved. 

And  are  they  nothing  then,  mamma,  but  tri- 
fling accomplifhments  ? 

Even  fo  j  though  infinitely  lefs  trifling  than 
beauty  or  perfonal  charms  3  becaufe,  befides  the 

inexhauftible 
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incxhauftible  amufement  they  afford  us,  it  coils 
great  pains  to  acquire  them  :  and  it  is  with  great 
reafon  fuppofcd  that  a  young  perfon  fo  accom- 
pliflied,  is  tradable,  induftrious,  and  pcrfevering  ; 
therefore,  in  this  point  of  view,  thefe  talents  un- 
doubtedly merit  a  certain  degree  of  eftima- 
tion. 

And  what  muft  we  think  of  inftrudive  ftudies, 
mamma  ? 

Whatever  may  inform  the  mind,  extend  it's 
powers,  and  give  perfection  to  our  reafon,  muft 
neceflarily  make  us  better  :  an  extenfive  reading, 
a  knowledge  of  various  languages,  of  geography, 
geometry,  and  other  fciences,  enlarge  the  facul- 
ties, confequently  erudition  cannot  be  called 
trifling. 

Certainly  not,  fince  it  contributes  to  render  us 
more  eflimable ;  it  is  therefore  far  above  things 
which  we  call  accomplifhments. 

That  cannot  be  difputed  ;  nor  indeed  is  there 
any  thijig  fuperior  to  erudition,  except  the  qua- 
lities of  the  heart.  And  now  tell  me,  fuppofe"* 
you  were  to  meet  a  young  woman  totally  unac- 
complifhed,  ignorant  of  every  language  but  her 
own,  without  the  elements  of  any  one  art,  yet  a 
lover  of  work  and  reading,  never  idle,  always 
modeft,  of  an  equal  obliging  difpofition,  fearful 
of  doing  wrong,  defirous  of  inllrudion  3  in  f.ne, 

joining 
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joining  franknefs  to  prudence,  anfwer  me,  I  fay, 
Pulcheria,  would  not  you  allow  fuch  a  perlon  had 
received  a  good  education  ? 

I  fee,  mamma,  I  was  wrong.  If  Mademoifelle 
Luzanne  is,  as  I  believe  her  to  be,  all  that  you 
defcribe,  I  aiTure  you  I  now  think  her  education 
has  been  excellent. 

Yes,  fince  the  true  end  of  every  teacher,  her 
principal  objeit  ought  to  be  to  weed  out  the  de- 
fedls,  and  encourage  the  virtuous  propenfities  of 
her  pupil ;  if  at  lafl  (he  renders  her  a  worthy  and 
good  woman,  (lie  has  well  fulfilled  the  noble  duty 
of  the  difficult  tafk  Ihe  has  undertaken. 

I  feel  the  truth  of  all  this,  mamoia ;  but  yet, 
if  to  fuch  virtues  the  pupil  could  likewife  add 
knowledge  and  accompiifliments,  education  would 
then  become  perfect :  and  this  feems  very  pof- 
fible. 

It  afluredly  is  fo;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  with  the 
agreeable  hope,  that  you  fhall  one  day  be  a  proof 
of  its  poflibility.  I  could  cite  feveral  young  per- 
fons,  in  whom  not  only  the  good  qualities  of  the 
heart,  but  thofe  of  the  mind  and  body  are  like- 
wife  all  united,  without  reckoning  Delphine,  Eg- 
lantine, and  the  amiable  Eugenia. 

Well,  mamma,  I  hope  I  fhall  never  forget 
this  converfation.  I  hope  I  fliall  always  remem- 
ber, that  we  ought  not  to  place  a  great  value 
on  any  but  elTential  tilings,  and  that  I  fliall  ne- 
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\-er  again  confound  brilliant  with  good  educa- 
tions J  that  is  to  fay,  with  thole  which  render  us 
virtuous. 

All  this  goes  to  prove,  that  a  tender  mother, 
though  buried  in  the  country,  without  fortune, 
and  without  the  afliftance  of  any  mafter,  may, 
aided  by  vigilance  and  reafon,  give  her  daughter 
an  excellent  education  ;  affedtion,  patience,  and 
a  few  well  chofen  books  will  be  fufEcient. 

The  fame  evening  that  this  converfation  hap- 
pened, Caefar  and  his  fitters,  at  fuppcr,  allowed 
themfelves  to  take  fome  liberties  with  the  foibles 
ot  M.  de  Luzanne.  Madame  de  Clemire  repri- 
manded them  very  feverely  on  that  account. 
What,  faid  fhe,  I  imagined  I  had  received  a  great 
proof  of  your  confidence  in  me  j  I  am  forry  now 
to  find,  it  was  nothing  but  the  efFecl  of  your  ma- 
lignity. 

O  dear,  mamma ! 

It  is  natural  and  necefTary  you  fhould  confult 
me,  tell  me  your  opinions,  and  acquaint  ms  v/ith 
the  im.prefllons  you  receive,  in  order  that  I  may 
know  if  you  judge  well  or  ill.  I,  therefore,  think 
ic  very  proper  you  fhould  tell  m.e  with  franknefs 
and  fincerity,  what  you  think  of  fi^ch  perfons  as 
vifit  here,  provided  your  obfervations  do  not  turn 
upon  frivolous  points.  Thus,  if  in  converfation, 
fomething  fliouid  be  faid  which  you  think  con- 
trary to  good  manners  or  good  fenfe,  I  authorize 

VOL.  II.  D  you 
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you  to  acquaint  me  with  your  remarks  ;  this 
liberty  is  nothing  more  than  a  proof  of  your  confi- 
dence in  me  ;  but  the  fame  liberties  taken  in  the 
prefence  of  others,  are  malicious,  or  at  leaft  very 
indifcreet. 

Dear  mamma,  we  have  done  very  vi^rong. 
You  have,  indeed.  Malice  is  an  odious  vlce^, 
and  is,  in  youth,  efpecially,  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 
hateful  and  difgufting.  Are  you  at  your  age,  or  will 
you  be  at  the  age  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  capable  of 
judging  and  deciding  on  things  that  are  to  be  con- 
demned ?  Your  reputation  will  not  then  be  efta- 
bliihed,  and  how  will  you  obtain  the  general 
efteem,  if  you  ihew  yourfelves  fickle,  indifcreet, 
and  malicious  ?  Without  experience  yourfelves, 
will  you  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  indulgence  of 
others  ?  And  who  will  be  indulgent  to  youth,  when 
malicious  ?  In  giving  way  to  the  emotions  of  ma- 
lice, you  would  lofe  all  the  graces  of  fuch  an  age, 
and  prove  yourfelves  equally  deficient  in  difcern- 
ment,  underftanding,  and  principles. 

This  lefTon  made  fo  much  the  more  impreflion 
upon  Csefar  and  his  fifters,  for  that  Madame  de 
Clem  ire  terminated  it,  by  declaring  their  conduct 
had  retarded  the  recommencement  of  the  even- 
ing tales. 

For  how  lo;ig,  mamma  ?  cried  they^  mourn- 
fully. 

At 
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At  prefcnt,  aufwcrecl  Madame  de  Clemirc,  I 
am  writing  tlie  marvellous  tale  that  I  promifed 
you. 

And  when  it  is  finifhed,  (hall  not  we  begin 
again  ? 

No  ;  not  till  a  fortnight  after. 

Dear,  that  will  be  very  long. 

It  is  occafioned  by  your  own  error,  for  which 
you  ought  to  be  forry ;  murmuring,  you  know, 
would  only  prolong  the  penance. 

Murmur,  mamma  I  Could  we  be  fo  ungrateful  ? 
No  ;  we  know  your  juftice,  and  it  is  that  which 
afflicts  us  fo  much. 

A  few  tears  were  here  fhed,  which  were  wiped 
off  by  maternal  tendernefs,  while  the  gentle  carcfTes 
of  fo  good  a  mother  comforted  them  for  fo  fevere 
a  punifhment. 

Madame  de  Clemire,  however,  continued  bufily 
to  employ  herfelf  in  writing  the  tale  fhe  had  pro- 
mifed  them  ;  and  the  fifteenth  of  June,  fhe  inform- 
ed them  it  was  finifhed  and  copied.  Their  joy 
would  have  been  very  great,  had  they  not  fighed 
to  remember  they  mufl  yet  wait  another  fortnight, 
before  they  fhould  hear  it  read.  The  fweet  and 
varied  pleafures  of  the  moil  delightful  of  all  the 
feafons,  rendered  this  privation,  however,  much 
lefs  painful  than  it  would  have  been  during  the 
long  evenings  of  winter :  the  cherries  began  to 
redden,  and  the  woods  already  produced  wild 
D  2  flra wherries  : 
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ftrawberries  :  Csefar  had  learnt  from  Auguftin 
how  to  climb  trees,  and  had  feveral  times  brought 
homc,intriumph,nefts  of  goldfinches  or  chaffinches, 
with  half  fledged  young.  Happy  was  the  filler  to 
whom  fuch  precious  .gifts  were  deftined  :  what 
joy!  what  gratitude  did  they,  excite!  And  yet  in 
receiving  them,  they  remembered  with  pity  the 
poor  m-other,  deprived  of  her  young  j  but  they 
treafured  up  the  nefls,  and  bought  cages  for  the 
birds. 

They  bufied  themfeh'es  in  making  ofier  baf- 
kets,  and  coronets  of  rufhes.  Thcfe  amufements 
did  not  make  them  negledl  the  cultivation  of  their 
garden  :  the  jonquils  and  pinks  had  replaced  the 
hyacinths ;  the  lilies  were  no  longer  in  flower : 
but  who  could  regret  them  when  the  rofe  was 
half  blown  ? 

One  morning,  when  Madame  de  Clemire  was 
walking  with  the  Abbe  and  her  little  family  near 
the  children's  garden,  Pulcheria  afked  permiffioa 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  her  rofe-trees,  Leave  given, 
away  fhe  ran,  entered  the  garden,  and  there  un- 
expeiledly  found  a  fine  full  blown  rofe  ;  defirous  of 
gathering  it  for  an  offering  to  her  mamma,  and 
the.  ftalk  being  thick  and  thorny,  and  flie  without 
either  knife  or  fciffars,  patience  or  ftrength,  fhe 
thought  fhe  might  wrap  her  hand  in  her  apron, 
and  without  danger,  thus  defended,  feize  and 
pluck  it.     No  fooner  had  fhe  laid  hold  on  it  but 

fhe 
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file  fhricked,  drew  back  fuddenly  her  bleeding 
fingers,  and  gave  fo  violent  a  (hake  to  the  tree, 
that  the  beautiful  rofe  ftied  above  half  its  leaves. 
Pulcheria  could  not  retain  her  tears  at  this  fight ; 
the  lofs  of  the  rofe  v/as  even  more  painful  than 
were  the  wounds  in  her  fingers  j  fhc  was  forry 
that  the  blood,  which  had  dropped  from  her 
hand,  had  tarnifhed  the  flov/er  ;  {he  drew  it  away, 
and  found  fome  relief  by  weeping  over  the  re- 
mains of  her  rofe. 

Madame  de  Clemire,  pale  and  trembling,  ran 
precipitately  into  the  garden^  the  Abbe,  and  her 
brother  and  fifter  followed  ;  fhe  heard  the  cry  of 
her  child,  and  haftencd  with  fear  to  her  affiftance. 
Pulcheria,  at  the  fight  of  her  mamma,  was  aftiamed 
of  having  cried  fo  loud  for  fuch  a  trifle,  and  ran 
into  her  arms.  After  fhe  had  related  her  adven- 
ture, fhe  added,  it  was  the-  finefl  of  all  the  rofes, 
mamma,    and  I  intended  to  give  it  you. 

Well,  but  the  lofs  of  your  rofe  could  not  be 
the  ridiculous  occanon  of  a  cry  which  terrified  mc 
fo  greatly? 

Dear  mamma,  I  did  not  think  I  had  cried  fo 
very  loud. 

It  feems  to  me  that  I  never  heard  a  fhriek  fo 
piercing. 

That  was  becaufe  you  knew  the  found  of  the 
voice.  Dear  mamma,  you  can  hardly  ftand  yoii 
tremble  fo  ;  pray  fit  down. 

D  3  Welly, 
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Well,  well,  I  am  very  glad  you  wept  ojily  at  the 
lofs  of  your  rofe,  and  becaufe  you  meant  to  give  it 
me  ;   the  motive  is  fo  amiable. 

Mamma  ! 

Vv  hat's  the  matter  with  you  my  dear  r  Why  do 
you  feem  lb  much  embarraffed  ? 

Becaufe becaufe   mamma   I 1  weep  a 

little  at  the  pain  of  the  thorns  too. 

That  frank  confefTion,  procured  the  tendereft 
rarefies  and  praifes  to  Pulcheria.  Always  preferve 
the  fame  candour,  the  fame  generofity,  my  dear 
little  girl,  faid  Madame  de  Clemire,  always  tell 
the  truth,  and  never  accept  of  falfe  praife.  T'here 
is  a,  meannefs  as  well  as  injuftice,  in  accepting 
praife  we  do  not  merit :  a  noble  mind  is  happy 
becaufe  it  lias  done  good,  and  not  becaufe  it  is 
applauded. 

It  is  certain,,  faid  the  Abbe,,  that  Mademoifelle 
Pulcheria  has  a  natural  franknefs,  which  cannot  be 
too  much  admired  ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  wifhexl, 
file  could  acquire  as  much  fortitude  as  fmcerity.. 

Happily  for  me,  anfwered  Pulcheria,  fortitude 
is  a  quality  not  neceffary  to  a  woman. 

It  is  true,  replied  the  Abbe,  that  a  woman, 
not  having  the  fiircngth  of  a  man,  cannot  have  his 
valour ;  fhe  is  not  intended  to  wield  the  fword, 
nor  command  armies-;  therefore  may,  without 
difhonour,  be  deficient  in  fortitude  :  if,  however 
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fhe   is  abfolutely  deftitute  of  that  quality,  (he  is 
much  to  be  pitied,  and  indeed  cannot  be  perfectly 
efteemed  :   it  is    not   required    (he    (liould  be  a 
heroine,  but  abfolute  pufiUanimity  is  urvpardon 
able. 

Befides,  added  Madame  de  Clemire,  if  you 
weep  at  the  wound  of  a  thorn,  what  would  j^ou  duo 
at  the  drawing  of  a  tooth  ?  How  will  you  fupport 
numerous  other  ills,  infeparable  from  humanity  ; 
fuch  as  a  violent  head-ache,  colic,  or  nervous 
attack  ? 

I  wifh,  mamma,  I  was  more  courageous. 
It  depends  entirely  on  yourfclf,  my  dear. 
On  me,  mamma  !  How  ? 
Imitate  your  brother,  and  learn  to  fufFer  without 
complaining :  that  is  the  whole  fecret. 
But  that  is  very  difficult,  mamma* 
Not  in  the  leaft ;  a  little  command  over  your- 
felf,  and  a  few  reflexions,  will  foon  fliew  you  it  is 
very  attainable*     Complaints  aggravate  and  aug- 
ment our  fufferings,  while  our  endeavours  not  to 
complain,  divert  the  mind  from  dwelling  on  them, 
l^he  other  day,  for  example,  during  your  walk,  you 
were  thirfly  :  what  were  you  the  better  for  repeat- 
ing a  hundred  times,  as  you  did,  "  How  thirfty  I 
"  am  !   O  dear,  O  dear,  how  thirfty  I  am  !  I  (hall 
"  die  with  drowth !"  You  were  very  importunate, 
made  every  body  uneafy,  took  no  part  in  the  con- 
D  4  verfation, 
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verfation,  and  yet  all  your  complainings  did  not 
^irocure  you  a  fingle  drop  of  water. 

'Tis  very  true,  mamma ;  it  is  a  bad  habit  I  have 
got ;  and  what  vexes  mc  moll  with  uiyielf  is,  that 
I  wearied  you  my  dear  mamma. 

No,  Pulcheria,  it  is  not  wearinefs,  it  is  not  that 
kind  of  fenfation  I  feel ;  when  you  com.plain,  I  par- 
take in  all  vour  fufierina"S,  v/hether  real  or  imasi- 
nary ;  I  am  your  mother,  I  am  therefore  afflidled 
yvhen.  you  are  unhappy  ;  but  if  you  were  not  a 
child,  I  fhould  have  more  contempt  than  pity  for 
you ;  for,  generally  fpeaking,  we  have  no  com- 
panion for  trifling  pains,  except  when  they  ars 
borne  with  patience. 

I  will  endeavour  to  correal  myfelf,  mamma  j  I 
promife  you  I  will. 

A  i'e\v  days  after  this,  the  penance  being  ended, 
Madame  de  Clemire  promifed,  in  the  evening, 
to  read  them  the  tale  ihe  had  written.  After  fup- 
per  they  ran  direclly  into  the  hall,  and  Madame 
de  Clemire,  fitting  by  the  fide  of  a  table,  took  her 
manufcript  from  her  pocket. 

Before  I  begin,  faid  fhe,  you  ought  to  recol- 
leci:,  that  I  have  undertaken  chiefly  to  relate  ex- 
traordinary, yet  poffible  events  j  incidents  which 
to  you  (hall  appear  incredible,  but  which,  how- 
ever, have,  or  might  have,  all  happened  :  in  a 
word,  phenomena,  the  exiftence  of  which,  pafl:  or 
prefent,  is  well  proved,     I  have  only  invented  the 

plot 
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plot  of  the  ftory,  tliat  is  to  fay  the  fole  part  which 
to  you  {hall  appear  credible  ;  while  all  that  yoa 
will  think  marvellous,  all  that  will  recall  to  your 
minds  your  foiry  tales,  is  precifely  true  and  natural. 

O,  that  will  be  charming  ! 

You  will  think  my  incredible  truths^  a  thoufand 
times  better  than  your  common  well  confirmed 
every  day  truths. 

But  what  mamma,  muft  we  continually  believe 
what  we  cannot  comprehend  ? 

Do  not  think  yourfelf  humbled  by  that,  Casfar  j 
that  is  a  deftiny  common  to  manhood,  as  well  as 
to  infancy;  our  capacities  are  too  confined  to  com- 
prehend all  the  truths  which  are  demonftrable ;  and 
it  would  be  abfurd  to  affirm  a  thing  does  not  exift^ 
becaufe  it  is  beyond  the  limits  of  our  underftand- 
ings.  Let  us  not  adopt  errors,  but  let  us  not  give- 
way  to  that  vain  and  ridiculous  prefumption  which 
rejects,  with  difdain,  and  without  examination, 
every  thing  that  reafon  cannot  conceive. 

Well,  mamma,  you  have  told  us  that  every 
thino;  in  vour  tale  is  well  authenticated ;  therefore  we 
may  blindly  believe  and  take  the  fatSts  for  granted^ 
and  that  is  as  much  as  I  dcfire. 

I  wifh  to  underfti;nJ  what  I  hear,  mamma  j  and 
therefore  ftiall  be  glad  of  your  explanations. 

I  will  willingly  explain  whatever  I  can  ;  but  that 

will  not  be  much.      I  am  not  learned  :  befidef,  as 

I  have  faid,  there  is  an  iiifiiBt/  of  {Jhteaomc.na  in 

D  5  cxiilenccjj, 
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exiftence,  of  which  the  moll  learned  men  cannot 
explain  the  caufes. 

And  will  you  interrupt  your  tale,  mamma,  at 
each  marvellous  circumftance,  to  give  us  an  ex- 
planation r 

O,  no:,  for,  as  you  may  well  think,.  fucK  inter- 
ruptions would  fpoil  my  flory.  I  have  written 
notes,  which  we  will  read  with  attention  another 
time.     At  prefent,  if  you  will  liften,  I  will  begin..  ^. 

Ay,  that  we  will,  willingly,  dear  mamma.     Sa 
fayingj   they  drew  their  chairs  nearer  to  Madame-  | 
de  Ciemire,  who  opened  her  manufcript,  and  read' 
aloud  the  following  tale  ; 


ALPHONSO 
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ALPHONSO    AND   DALINDAj 

O  R,     T  H  E 

MAGIC  OF  ART   and  NATURE. 

A    Moral    Tale. 

Ce  yCeJl  pint  en  fe  promenant  clans  nos  campagyies 
cultiveeSf  ni  rneme  en  parconrant  toutes  les  terres  dii 
domahie  dc  rhomme^.  que  Von  peut  connoitre  les 
grands  effets  des  varietcs  de  la  nature :  c'ejl  en  fe 
tranfportant  des  fables  brulans  de  la  Torride  aux 
glacures  des  Poles,  ^e.   (a)  M.  de  Buffon. 

AL  P  FI  O  N  S  O,  the  hero  of  my  hiftory, 
was  born  in  Portugal.  His  father,  Don 
Ramirez,  enjoyed  riches  and  preferment  becaufc 
he  was  a  favorite.  Boni' of  an  obfcure  family, 
but  with  a  fubtile,  intriguing,  and  ambitious  cha- 
racter he  introduced  himfelf  at  court,  found  pro- 

(a)  It  i«  not  by  walking  in  our  cultinted  fields,  it  is  not 
in  riding  poft  through  any  habitable  country,  that  the  great 
varieties  and  effects  of  nature  may  be  known,  but  in  tranf. 
polling  onefelf  from  the  burning  fands  of  the  torrid  zone,  to 
the  icy  mountains  of  the  poles.— M,  DE  Buffonv 

D  6  tcjSlors,, 
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te6lors,  formed  partizans,  and  became  at  lail  the 
idol  of  his  fovereign.  The  young  Alphonfo  was 
educated  at  Lifbon,  in  the  fumptuous  palace  of 
his  father  :  an  only  fon  to  the  richeft  and  moft 
powerful  man  in  the  kingdom,  adulation  kneeled 
at  his  cradle,  accompanied  and  corrupted  his 
youth. 

Don  Ramirez,  occupied  by  great  prcjeds  and 
little  cabals,  could  not  be  at  the  fame  time  an 
aillduous  courtier  and  a  vigilant  father ;  he  was 
therefore  obliged  to  commit  the  care  of  his  fon's 
education  to  ftrangers.  Alphonfo  had  teachers  of 
languages,  hiftory,  geography,  mathematics,  mu- 
fic,  and  drawing,  all  of  whom  wondered,  or  pre- 
tended to  wonder  at  his  prodigious  capacity  and 
ftrength  of  genius.  Notwithftanding  which,  Al- 
phonfo learnt  little,  except  to  draw  flowers,  and 
play  a  few  airs  on  the  guittar. 

This  was  fufEcient  to  charm  all  the  ladies  of 
the  Court,  eipecially  when  he  gave  them  to  un- 
derftand  he  was  alfo  a  profound  mathematician, 
an  excellent  naturalift,  and  a  great  chymift.  Nei- 
ther did  he  tell  them  any  thing  he  did  not  himfelf 
believe  j  for  his  governor,  his  teachers,  his  valets, 
and  the  croud  of  complaifant  people  that  paid 
their  court  to  his  father,  all  declared  he  was  a  mi- 
racle, fo  repeatedly,  he  could  not  doubt  of  its  be- 


ing a  certain  fad. 
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He  not  only  fuppofed  lilmfclf  the  nioft  diflin- 
guiflied  young  man  at  Court,  by  his  talents, 
beauty,  and  knowledge,  but  he  likewife  believed 
liis  birth  to  be  as  illuftrious  as  his  fortune.  Don 
Ramirez,  during  his  leifure  moments, had  invented 
a  lift  of  his  forefathers,  as  far  back  as  the  fabulous 
times  of  Lufus  {a)  ;  which  genealogy,  every  body 
but  his  fon  laughed  at ;  the  world  is  not  apt  to 
credit  old  titles,  never  heard  of  till  the  pretended 
owner  is  become  rich.  Alphonfo,  however,  too 
vain  not  to  be  credulous  on  fuch  a  fubjetft,  faw 
no  one  fuperior  to  his  father,  except  his  {bvereign, 
and  -the  branches  of  the  royal  family  ;  and  yet 
Alphonfo,  inebriated  with  pride,  full  of  ignorance, 
folly,  and  prefumption,  fpoilt  by  pomp,  flattery, 
and  fortune's  favours,  Alphonfo,  I  fay,  was  yet 
not  loft  paft  retrieving;  he  was  poflefled  of  cou- 
rage, a  feeling  heart,  and  a  good  underftanding  ; 
ajid  the  inconftancy  of  fortune  was  preparing 
a  leflbn,  that  would  teach  him  to  know  him- 
felf. 

As  Don  Ramirez  owed  his  elevation  only  to 
intrigue,  fo  a  new  intrigue  unexpedledly  changed 
bis  deftiny  ;  he  was  difgraced  and  ftript  of  all  his 
employments,  juft  as  Alphonfo  was  feventeen. 
This  unforefeen  revolution  not  only  deprived  Don 

(,a)  The  Portugueze  were  anciently  called  Lulitanians, 
from  Lufus  or  Lyfas,  one  of  their  kings,  who,  according 
to  the  fable,  was  cither  the  fon  or  companion  of  Bacchus. 

Ramirea 
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Ramirez  of  titles  that  flattered  his  pride,  but  alfo' 
©f  a  great  part  of  his  wealth  j  and  he  was  one  of 
thofe  little  ambitious  people,  who  equally  regret 
titles  and  riches  :  befides  he  was  in  debt,  and  his 
difgrace  made  his  creditors  as  preffing  and  impor- 
tunate, as  they  had  been  formerly  moderate  and  • 
forbearing  ;  in  fine,  Don  Ramirez  faved  nothing 
of  all  his  fortune,,  except  his  magnificent  palace  ' 
at  Lifbon. 

It  is  true,  that  this  palace  contained  Immenfe 
riches,  in  furniture,  plate,  paintings,  and  efpecially 
in  diamonds ;  all  which  Don  Ramirez  only 
waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  fell,  when 
a  dreadful  adventure  happened,,  which  gave  the 
finifhing  ftroke  to  his  misfortunes.  He  had  not 
.yet  ventured  to  tell  his  fon,  that  the  ftate  of  his 
affairs  forced  hira  to  fell  his  palace,  and  return  in 
the  tountry.  At  laft  he  determined  to  declare 
his  real  fituation,  and  accordingly  fent  for  him 
one  morning,  to  open  his  heart  to  him  on  that 
!fubje<5l. 

As  foon  as  they  were  alone,  tell  me,  Alphonfo, 
faid  Don  Ramirez,,  what  efFed  has  my  difgrac« 
and  the  lofs  of  my  fortune  had  upon  you  ?  I  have 
always  thought,  my  father,  faid  Alphonfo,  from 
having  always  heard,  during  your  profperity, 
that  never  miniftry  was  fo  glorious  as  your's,  nor 
ever  minifler  fo  loved  and  refpeded  by  a  nation  : 
the  love  of  the  people,  therefore,  and  the  glory  you 

have 
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have  acquired,  ought  to  confole  you  for  youruiijuft 
difgrace.  Befides,  you  have  many  friends,  vi^ho, 
no  doubt,  will  all  return  as  ufual,  the  moment  you 
fhall  wifli  them  fo  to  do.  Don  Nugnez,  Don^ 
Alvarez,  and  nuny  others,  whom  I  have  met, 
have  all  protefled  as  much  to  me  ;  feveral  of  them 
have  even  told  me,  that  they  have  only  feemed  to 
abfentthemfelves,  the  better  to  ferve  you  in  fecret : 
add  to  which,  you  ftill  have  an  immenfe  fortune, 
and  an  illuftrious  birth  ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  fnares 
of  envy,  will  ever  remain  the  lirft  peer  of  the 
realm. 

You  are  deceived,  Alphonfo,  interrupted  Don 
Ramirez  ;  what  are  you  ignorant,  that  the  name  of 
my  father  was  abfolutely  unknown  ?. 

I  know  it  was  replied  Alphonfo;  but  I  alfo 
know  that  the  old  titles  which  you  have  retraced 
in  our  family,  make  it  equal  to  any  in  the  king- 
dom.. You  yourfelf,  my  father,  have  deigned  to 
read  thofe  precious  proofs  of  honour,  which  are 
contained  in  the  cafket  that  is  locked  up  in  your 
cabinet. 

Don  Ramirez  liftened  and  fighed ;  he  iiad  had 
the  ridiculous  vanity  to  purchafe  a  genealogy,  and 
never  fufficiently  felt,  till  his  difgrace,  how  fuper- 
fliious,  unworthy,  and  contemptible  is  fuch  deceit. 
At  laft  he  faw  what  flattery  till  then  had  hidden, 
which  was,,  that,  except  his  fon,  every  body  knev/ 
hi^  birth,  and  laughed  at  his  filly  pretenfions.  He 

wiflied 
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wiilied  to  undeceive  Alphonfo,  but  could  not  re- 
hive  to  confefs  a  falfity  which  muft  make  him  ap- 
pear fo  mean. 

He  was  in  this  mournful  perplexity  and  fiknce 
when  he  was  fuddenly  daggered,  and  faw  Al- 
phonfo reel  j  the  colour  forfook  his  cheeks,  and 
he  rofe ;  fave  yourfelf,  my  father,  cried  Al- 
phonfo, fupport  yourfeif  on  my  arm,  follow 
come 

So  faying,  he  impetuoufly  hurried  his  father 
away  j  at  the  fame  inftant  a  thoufand  confufed 
cries  were  heard;  they  ran  towards  the  ftair-cafe, 
and  as  they  ran,  the  floor  opened  beneath  the  feet 
of  Alphonfo,  who,  that  he  might  not  drag  his 
fother  down  to  deftru<3:ion,  quitted  the  arm  of 
Don  Ramirez,  inftantly  funk,  and  feemed  buried 
in  the  ruins. 

Alphonfo  had  the  good  fortune,  however,  to  be 
only  fligthly  wounded  ;  he  rofe,  and  found  himfelf 
in  his  father's  cabinet :  amongft  the  rubbifh  v/hich 
furrounded  him,  were  two  cafkets,  one  containing 
the  jewels  of  his  father,  the  other,  the  fo  much 
vaunted  genealogy.  Alphonfo  did  not  hefitate : 
willing  to  fave,  amidft  this  dreadful  difafter,  that 
which  appeared  to  him  moft  precious,  he  feized 
the  box  of  titles,  and  fled  into  the  garden  ;  but 
recolledling  the  danger  of  his  father,  was  deter- 
mined, at  the  hazard  pf  his  life,  again  to  enter 

the 
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the  hoiife,  when  he  heard  Don  Ramirez  callhig 
him  at  the  other  end  of  the  garden. 

It  was  not  without  difficulty  they  rejoined  each 
ether  ;  the  earth  on  which  they  trod,  like  the  fca 
agitated  by  a  violent  tempeft,  rofe  in  mountains, 
or  funk  in  dreadful  vallies  beneath  Alphonfo's  feet. 
His  ear  was  ftruck  by  a  fubterraner.n  found,  like  the 
roaring  of  waves  furioufiy  breaking  upon  the  rocks; 
he  ftaggered,  fell,  got  up,  and  fell  again,  and 
unable  to  keep  upon  his  feet,  crept  on  all  fours, 
with  great  difficulty,  towards  his  father.  He  faw 
the  earth  open  on  all  fides,  and  forming  gulphs, 
whence  iflued  fire  and  flame,  which  rofe  and  va- 
nilhed  in  the  air;  the  heavens  became  dark,  the 
pale  and  livid  lightning  pierced  through  the  black 
clouds  that  covered  them,  the  deep  thunders 
rolled,  and  Alphonfo  bclield  the  bolts  of  heaven 
ready  to  fall  on  his  head,  and  hell  opening  beneath 
his  feet. 

Often  when  he  imagined  himfelf  within  a  ftep 
of  his  father,  a  new  fhock  threw  them  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  the  fweat  ran  down  his  face,  his  deaths 
and  hair  were  covered  with  fand  and  duft  :  y^t, 
amidft  the  fcene  of  horrors,  he  never  abandoned 
his  dear  cafket  j  he  imagined  Don  Ramirez  would 
receive  it  with  tranfport :  that  idea  fuftained  his 
courage  and  his  ftrength.  At  laft  he  rejoined  his 
father,  who  received  him  with  open  arms,  though 

with 
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with  an  aching  heart.     Oh  my  father  !  cried  Ai- 
phonfo,  look,  I  have  faved  the  cafket. 

The  jewels  !  haftily  interrupted  Don  Ramirez. 

No,  no,  replied  Alphonfo,  I  knew  better  how 
to  chufe  J  it  is  your  genealogy. 

Don  Ramirez,  in  dreadful  confternatlon,  raifed 
his  eyes  to  heaven  :  I  am  juftly  punifhed,  faid  he, 
for  my  ridiculous  vanity.  He  could  fay  no  more, 
his  tears  interrupted  his  fpeech.  Alphonfo,  too 
much  prepofTefled  and  agitated  to  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  thefe  words,  continued  in  his  former 
error,  and  thought  only  of  faving  his  father.  A 
moment's  calm  left  them  time  to  confider  the 
mournful  objeits  that  furrounded  them. 

They  fat  down  oppofite  their  palace,  now  half 
deftroyed:  that  magnificent  palace,  built  within 
the  laft  ten  years,  that  palace  fo  new,  fo  rich,  fo 
admired,  is  now  only  a  heap  of  ruins.-  He  who 
had  beheld  the  bare  walls,  the  mouldered  columns, 
the  glafslefs  windows,  muft  have  believed  that 
time  alone  could  have  produced  fo  terrible  a  revo- 
lution !  Ages  feemed  neceflary  to  deftroy  a  monu- 
ment built  with  fo  much  folidity,  and  yet  the  fear- 
ful deftru(5lion  is  the  work  of  a  few  minutes  ! 

The  garden  too,  that  mafter-piece  of  art  and 
nature,  is  now  an  unmeaning  chaos  of  dull,  mud, 
and  mouldered  leaves.  In  the  morning  there  was 
feen  a  fuperb  cafcade,  where  is  it  now  ?  In  the 
very  fpot  where  an  artificial  mount  was  raifed,  at 

a  prodigious 
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2  prodigious  expencc,  gapes  a  dreadful  gulph. 
What  are  become  of  the  citron  groves,  the  mar- 
ble ftatues,  the  vafes  ofalabafter  and  of  porphyry  ? 
A  few  veftiges  ftill  remain,  a  few  broken  frag- 
mejits  ;   the  reft  is  fwallowed  up  and  loft  ! 

Don  Ramirez  looked  at  the  furrounding  diflb- 
lution  J  he  was  fitting  near  a  little  wood  that  had 
rifen  beneath  his  own  eyes  ;  the  trees  are  all  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  fcattered  here  and  there,  buried 
or  extended  in  the  mire  :  thofe  trees,  deftined  to 
furvive  the  hand  that  planted  them,  are  torn  from 
the  bofom  of  the  earth,  with  as  much  cafe  and 
rapidity,  as  the  verdure  and  yielding  flowers  that 
grew  beneath  their  fliade. 

Oh  !  day  of  horrors  !  cried  Don  Ramirez  aloud, 
loft  labours,  treafures  interred  in  this  place  of  ter- 
rors ;  why  did  not  I  make  a  better  ufe  of  the 
money  this  building  and  this  garden  have  coft  ? 
But  the  earthquake  is  abated  (2),  let  us  endea- 
vour to  regain  the  ruins,  let  us  fave  my  diamonds 
if  poffible. 

So  faying,  he  arofe,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  a 
new  and  dreadful  lliock  extended  him  again  upon 
the  ground  :  the  remaining  walls  tumbled,  the 
fubbifti  was  ingulfed,  and  the  palace  difappeared ; 
a  whirlwind,  and  cloud  of  fmoke  and  duft  rofe  as 
it  were  at  his  feet ;  yet,  amidft  this  fcene  of  de- 
lolation,  Don  Ramirez  perceived  a  moment  after 
a  band  of  hardened  wretches,   bearing   lighted 

torches,, 
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torches,  and  creeping  towards  the  ruins  of  the 
palace,  with  an  intent,  before  the  laft  fliock,  to 
pillage  (3;. 

Alphonfo  wifned  to  pujiiili  fiich  unbridled  vil- 
lainy, and  would  have  rufhed  upon  them,  had 
nothi§  father  caught  and  retained  him  in  his  arms. 
Oh  !  my  fon,  faid  Don  Ramirez,  bathing  him 
with  a  deluge  of  tears,  let  us  fly  from  this  fcene 
of  horrid  deftruftion  ;  we  are  near  the  banks  of 
the  Tagus,  let  us  feek  fhelter  and  fafety  on  board 
the  fliips. 

Alphonfo  gave  one  arm  to  his  father,  held  the 
cafket  in  the  other,  left  the  garden,  and  entered 
one  of  the  public  fquares  ;  the  houfes  were  all  in 
ruins,  overthrown,  or  confumed,  by  tlie  flames 
of  a  general  conflagration.  After  a  thoufand 
fearful  rifks,  Don  Ramirez  and  the  young  Al- 
phonfo, at  laflr,  found  proteilion  on  board  a  veflel, 
commanded  by  the  brave  and  generous  Fernandes. 
The  fame  Fernandes,  v/ho  formerly  had  fo  much 
caufe  to  complain  of  Don  Ramirez,  but  who, 
in  this  time  of  public  calamity,  fav/,  only,  in  an 
ancient  enemy,  an  unhappy  man,  to  whom  his 
afliftance  was  become  neceflary.  He  ran  to  Don 
Ramirez,  embraced  and  confoled  him  ;  for  com- 
paflion  in  great  minds  is  fo  forcible  and  fo  delicate, 
that  it  can  foften  woes  the  moft  cruel.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  Fernandes  did  not  once  bewail  his 
own  fituatioii,  Don  Ramirez  queftioned  him  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  it.  You  had,  faid  he,  a  great  fortune,  is 
it  not  all  loft  in  this  dreaful  day  ? 

My  houfe  at  Lifbon  is  confuracd. 

The  lofs  is,  no  doubt,  confiderable. 

No  ;  the  building  was  fmall  and  fimple. 

Your  jewels  «ind  diamonds  j  are  they  faved  ? 

I  had  none. 
i  -  You  had  a  garden. 

f  Yes  ;  but  far  removed  from  Lifbon,  where  I 
ipafled  the  greateft  part  of  my  time  j  it  is  in  Alen- 
tejo  (^). 

I  have  heard  of  it,  and  hope  to  God  the  earth- 
quake has  not  ravaged  that  province.     Is  your 
country-houfe  a  fine  one  ? 
.  No  J  but  it  is  convenient. 

Have  not  you  formed  fome  advantageous  efta- 
blifliments  there  ? 

Some  fatisfaclory  ones  ;  a  manufadlory,  and  a 
hofpital.     (Don  Ramirez  fighed.) 

Is  your  manufactory  profitable  ? 

Yes  ;  it  gives  fubfiftence  to  a  number  of  work- 
men, and  defrays  in  part  the  expences  at  the  hof- 
pital. 

I  fee  you  make  a  worthy  ufe  of  your  wealth  ; 
heaven  preferve  it  to  you.     It  is,  indeed,  horrible, 

(a)  A  province  of  Porti^al,  between  the  Tagus  and  the 
Guadiana.    Evora  is  the  metropolis. 

to 
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to  be  ruined  with  a  benevolent  heart,  and  to  be* 
obliged  to  relinquifti  fuch  honourable,  fuch  glori- 
ous eftabliihments. 

One  fhould  then  find  confolation  in  the  remem-  i 
brance  of  the  good  one  had  formerly  done. 

Don  Ramirez  again  fetched  a  profound  figh,, 
and  bitterly  regretted  the  ufe  he  had  made  of  his 
fortune  ;  his  eyes  at  laft  were  opened  ;  but  too    ' 
late,  alas  !  either  for  his  glory  or  repofe. 

Thus  totally  ruined,  Don   Ramirez  received'  ; 
from  his  fovereign,  thanks  to  the  felicitations  of  \ 
the  noble  Fernandes,  a  fmall  penfion,  though  fuf-    i 
ficientto  afford  the  means  of  fubfiftence.      With 
this  he  determined  to  retire  to  the  province  of 
Beira,  whither  he  departed  with  his  fon,  and  fet-» 
tied   in  an  obfcure  but  pleafant  retreat,  on   the 
ao-reeable  banks  of  the  Mondego ;  but,  followed  by 
deep  regret  and  inceffant  recolle<Slion,  he  found  not 
the  tranquillity  he  fought. 

Alphonfo,  devoted  to  ambition,  and  nothing 
aJDated  in  prefumption  and  pride,  confoled  himfelf 
for  the  lofs  of  fortune,  by  the  hope,  that  in  time, 
he  ftiould  eftablifli  a  more  brilliant,  and  far  more 
folid  one  than  what  his  father's  had  been.  He 
formed  a  thoufand  extravagant  and  chimerical 
projefts,  the  abfurdity  of  which  his  ignorance 
and  vanity  did  not  fuffer  him  to  perceive :  in- 
capable of  refledling  and  employing  his  time  in 
a  uieful  and  rational  manner,  he  paffed  a  great 

part 
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part  of  it  in  reading  romances  ;  thefe  frivolous  and 
dangerous  books  heated  his  imagination,  and  gave 
him  falfe  ideas  of  men  and  things. 

Not  far  from  the  retreat  he  inhabited,  was  the 
famous  Fountain  of  Love  ;  a  name  it  owed  to  two 
unfortunate  lovers,  who,  in  ancient  times,  often 
met  on  its  brinks,  drawn  thither  by  an  imprudent 
pafiion.  There  it  was  that  Don  Pedro,  and  the 
beautiful,  the  tender  Ines,  a  thoufand  times  dif- 
courfed  of  their  fccret  loves  (a).  Two  antique 
palm-trees  o^'er{haded  the  Fountain,  united  to 
each  other  by  a  flexible  garland  of  vine  branches 
and  ivy.  7'he  water  rifes  impetuoufly  from  a  ma- 
jeftic  rock,  returns  in  a  cafcade,  and  forms,  upon 
a  bed  of  fhell?,  a  large  rivulet,  which  flowly  winds, 
and  gently  murmurs,  among  eternal  verdures, 
ihrubs  of  myrtle,  of-  citron,  and  the  laurel 
rofe. 

Thither  Alphonfo  often  went  to  read  and  rumi- 
nate. One  morning,  happening  to  go  later  than 
ordinary,  he  heard,  as  he  drew  near  the  Fountain, 
two  perfons  fpeaking  in  an  unknown  tongue  :  in 
one  of  their  voices  Alphonfo  found  an  inex- 
preffible  fweetnefs,  which  wonderfully  excited  his 

{a)  Such  is  the  tradition.  This  fountain  ftill  exifts  in 
Portugal,  near  the  Mondego,  and  is  called  the  Fountain  of 
Love.  Camcens,  in  his  beautiful  poem  of  the  Lufiad,  gives 
birth  to  this  fountain,  from  the  tears  which  the  nymphs  of 
the  Mondego  flied  at  the  death  of  Inest 

curiofity  ; 
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curiofity ;  he  hid  himfelf,  with  emotion,  behind  a 
myrtle  bufh,  through  the  branches  of  which  he 
difcovered  an  object  moft  worthy  of  fixino-  his 
attention :  a  young  nymph,  for  fo  (he  feemed, 
fcarce  fifteen,  of  the  moft  perfect  beauty,  was 
fitting  on  the  banks  of  the  Fountain,  befide  a  manj 
who  appeared  to  be  her  father  j  to  him  flie  was 
liftening.  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and  by  her 
looks  it  was  evident  he  was  reciting  fome  intereft- 


ing  event. 


As  he  proceeded,  he  often  pointed  to  the  palm- 
trees  and  the  fountain,  whence  Alphonfo  fuppofed 
he  was  relating  the  hiftory  of  the  unhappy  Ines. 
The  angelic  liftener  had  fixed  her  eyes  upon  the 
unknown  relator,  and  kept  a  profound  filence  ; 
but,  from  the  expreilion  of  her  countenance,  her 
thoughts  might -eafdy  be  divined  j  curiofity,  fear^ 
and  pity,  were  fucceffively  painted  in  her  eyes  ; 
and  withfo  much  energy,  that  Alphonfo  imagined 
himfelf  was  hearing  a  tale  that  fhe  was  telling  ; 
he  faw  her  tears,  and  v/ept  with  her  the  death  of 
Ines.  Prefently  her  eyes  became  fuddenly  dry, 
her  cheeks  pale,  and  terror  and  indignation  fuc- 
ceeded  to  pity.  Alphonfo  fiiuddcred  in  fympathy, 
detefting  the  excefs  to  which  paffion,  and  a  defire 
of  vengeance,  had  carried  the  unfortunate  Don 
Pedro. 

The  hiflory  of  Ines  is  ended,  and  yet  the  flranger 
continues  fpeaking  -,  no  doubt  he  is  making  pru- 

dei|t 
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dent  refleiSlions  on  the  danger  of  the  paffions,  and 
Oil  the  criminal  and  fatal  in>prudence  of  a  young 
woman,  who,  without  the  confent  of  her  parents, 
dared  to  chufe  for  and  difpofc  of  herfelf. 

The  beauteous  hearer  ran  to  the  arms  of  the 
ftranger,  with  all  the  exprefllon  of  the  ftrongefl 
feeling:  then  turning  her  gliftening  eyes  towards 
that  Fountain,  which  had  formerly  been  a  witnefs 
of  the  indifcreet  vows  of  love  :  fhe  fighed,  fell  on 
her  knees,  raifed  her  clafped  and  eager  hands  to 
heaven,  and  feemed  to  promife  the  author  of  her 
days  an  eternal  obedience ;  her  beauty,  in  that  atti- 
tude, had  fomething  celeftial  and  angelic. 

Alphonfo  could  not  contain  his  extatic  tranf- 
ports  ;  an  exclamation  efcapcd  aloud,  and  fearing 
to  be  difcovered,  he  haflily  fled  from  his  hidin(»-- 
place,  full  of  the  idea  of  what  he  had  feen.  He 
followed  the  firfi:  path  he  found,  but  prefently 
awaking  from  his  dream,  again  returned  towards 
the  Fountain.  The  beauteous  flranger  was  gone, 
and  Alphonfo  contemplated  with  grief  the  place 
where  flie  had  fat,  and  thought  he  ftill  faw  her  on 
her  knees  before  her  father.  The  next  moment  he 
remembers  her  abfence,  his  heart  is  oppreffed,  his 
eyes  filled  with  tears,  he  is  plunged  into  a  pro- 
found and  melancholy  meditation,  when  fuddcnly 
he  hears  a  cry  of  terror,  which  pierces  him  to  the 
very  heart. 

VOL.  II.  E  He 
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He  runs,  he  flies  j  but  what  does  he  behold  I 
It  Is  the  ftranger,  alone,  pale,  diflievelled,  and  fly- 
ing from  a  mad  bull  that  purfues  her.  Alphonfo 
darts  tov/ards  her,  feizcs  her  in  his  arms,  and 
bears  her  ofr,  at  the  very  moment  when,  overcome 
by  the  excefs  of  fear,  {he  was  fallen,  not  ten  paces 
from  die  furious  animal. 

Alphonfo,  charged  with  a  burthen  fo  precious, 
rapidly  turns  afide  behind  the  palm-trees  of  the 
Fountain,  and  bears  her  fenfelefs  in  his  arms  in 
fafety  upon  a  high  rock. 

Here  he  perceived  the  father  of  the  flranger, 
running,  wild,  and,  asfoon  as  he  fawhis  daughter 
in  fafety,  bleffing  God  and  her  deliverer.  At  the 
fame  inflant  the  bull  returned,  and  bent  his  courfe 
towards  the  father,  who  had  not  time  to  avoid 
him,  or  mount  the  rock.  In  vain  did  Alphonfo 
ftill  hold  his  fenfelefs  prize  in  one  arm,  and  extend 
the  other  towards  her  father ;  the  latter  cried  aloud 
to  him  in  Portuguefc,  not  to  abandon  his  daughter 
on  that  dangerous  fummit,  and  ran  himfelf  imme- 
diately behind  one  of  the  largeft  of  the  palm-trees 
of  the  fountain. 

The  bull  endeavoured  to  pafs  between  them ; 
the  paflage  was  narrow,  he  was  in  full  fpeed,  his 
body  became  fixed  between  the  trees,  and  his 
head  and  horns  entangled  in  the  fefloons  of  ivy  and. 
viiie-trees.  The  flran^r  feized  the  advantage  of 
the  moment,  drew  an  eAvee  cafe  from  his  pocket, 

opened 
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opened  it,  took  out  a  pin,  and  ran  it  in  the  back 
of  the  bull  J  but  how  great  was  the  furprize  of 
Alphonfo  !  when  he  heard  the  bull  bellow  dread- 
fully, faw  him  drop,  ftruggle  to  rife,  again  fail 
down,  and,  after  a  few  vain  efforts,  expire. 

Nay  now,  but  fure,  cried  all  the  children  at 
once,  that  is  not  pofTible. 

Pardon  me,  faid  Madame  de  Clemire,  butit  is. 

What,  mamma!  cried  Caroline  j  a  bull  killed  by 
the  prick  of  a  pin  ' 

Yes,  my  dear ;  it  is  very  true. 

Then  1  hope  you  v/ill  not  fay,  Hiid  Pulcheria,  I 
was  fo  very  wrong,  to  cry,  when  the  role-thorns 
pricked  my  fingers. 

That  thorn  was  not  quite  fo  dangerous  as  the 
pin  of  the  ftranger. 

Was  it  very  long,  mamma  ? 

Much  fliorter  than  the  pins  with  which  I  pijion 
my  hat. 

This  feems  incredible.  Shall  we  find  the  expla- 
nation of  this  prodigy  in  your  notes  ? 

Affuredly. 

That  will  be  very  curious. 

Oh,  I  have  many  other  things,  far  more  aftoniili- 
Ing  to  tell  you  yet. 

It  is  a  deliq;htful  ftory  :  do,  dear  mamma,  have 
the  gooanefs  to  go  on  ;  we  will  not  in:errupt  you 
any  more. 

E  2  Alphonfo, 
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Alphonfo,  continued  Madame  de  Clemire,  was 
not  lefs  iurprifed  than  you  are,  at  the  fudden  death 
of  the  bull  ;  amazement  rendered  him  motionlefs, 
while  the  ftranger  afcended  the  rock,  and  took 
his  daughter  in  his  arms,  juft  as  flie  began  to  re- 
cover the  ufe  of  her  fenfes  and  look  around.  Al- 
phonfo was  not  an  unfeeling  witnefs  of  the  pure 
joy  teilifisd  by  the  father  and  daughter ;  the  latter 

_  did  not  undf  iiland  Portuguefe,  therefore  could 
not  thank  Alphonfo;  but  fhe  related  to  her  father, 
in  a  few  words,  the  dreadful  danger  from  which  (he 
had  been  delivered. 

The  firanger  teftifleJ  a  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude 
towards  the  generous  protector  of  his  dear  Daiinda, 
for  that  was  the  name  of  his  I'ovely  daughter  ;  and 
while  he  fpoke,  Daiinda  caft  a  tender  glance  at 
Alphonfo,  ftill  more  expreiTive  than  the  thanks  of 
her  father.  Alphonfo,  penetrated  and  enraptured, 
endeavoured  to  prolong  a  converfation  fo  fwcet, 
by  queftioning  the  ftranger,  concerning  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  been  feparated  from  his 
daughter  ;  he  replied  that  he  had  been  culling 
iinii)les  ;  that  Daiinda,  occupied  after  the  fame 
manner,  was  at  fome  diftance  from  him,  but  not 
out  of  fight ;  that  lifting  up  his  head,  he  had  feen 
her  running  vv'ith  incredible  fv/iftnefs  ;  that  fhe  had 
alreadv  got  above   fix'  hundred  yards  from  him, 

-and  that  at  the  fame  moment  he  perceived  the  bull 
purfuing  her  i  thai  be  ran  after  her  v/ith  all  his 

power. 


power,  but  had  Humbled  over  tl\e  flump  of  an  ol^ 
tree  and  tallcn. 

Having  finiflied  his  recital,  Alphonfo  afked  if 
he  intended  to  ftav  long  in  Portugal  ?  No,  anfwered 
the  ftrangcr,  wc  fet  off"  immediately  for  Spain,  be- 
inz  defirous  of  feeing;  as  much  of  that  kinftdom  as 

DO  O 

poHible.  This  intelligence  threw  Alphonfo  into 
the  utmoftconfbernation  !  He  hung  down  his  head, 
and  was  mournfully  filent ;  the  ftranger  after  again 
repeating  his  thanks  and  gratitude  in  the  moft  af- 
fedlionate  terms,  rofc,  took  his  leave,  and  difap- 
peared  with  Daiinda. 

Alphonfo  remained,  fome  time,  petrified,  ajid 
fcarcely  feemliig  to  breathe  ;  at  lall:,  coming  to 
himfelf,  he  flung  impetuoufly  from  the  fountain, 
and  flew  to  find  the  flranger  once  again,  to  afk 
him  a  thoufand  queflions,  and  efpccially  to  en- 
quire v/hat  wliat  his  name,  and  what  his  country. 
He  wondered  how  it  was  pofTible  he  could  have 
let  him  depart  without  firfl  gaining  fuch  in- 
terefling  information.  He  ran  here  and  there, 
like  a  madman,  but  all  his  fearches  were  in 
vain. 

Overcome  with  fatigue  and  defpair,  he  returned 
once  more  to  the  Fountain.  As  he  drew  near^ 
he  faw  fomething  fhining  in  the  path,  and  ap- 
proaching, found  it  was  a  large  blue  ribbon  em- 
broidered with  gold  ;  his  heart  beat,  he  knew  it 
to  be  the  fcarfe  of  DaliJida.  It  was  in  that  very 
E  3  place 
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pjpce  thiit  Dalinda,  overcome  with  terror,  had  tallen 
fenfelels  ;  and  there  it  was  that  Alphonfo,  railing 
her  in  his  arms,  had  untied  the  ribbon  that  girded 
her  waift. 

Alphonfo  aftefted,  ftooped  with  tranfport  and 
refpedt,  to  take  up  a  ribbon  fo  precious  \  the  fafh 
of  Dalinda  was  the  ceflus  of  innocence,  and  the 
girdle  of  the  graces.  He  fighed,  and  vowed  for 
ever  to  preferve  a  pledge  fo  dear  to  his  heart,  which 
he  had  thus  acquired  by  chance.  In  the  mean 
time  the  hours  glided  away,  Alphonfo  could  not 
tear  himfcif  from  the  Fountain  j  and  night  and 
darkiiefs  had  fjrprized  him,  flill  plunged  in  his  re- 
verie, if  Don  Ram.irez  had  not  come  to  fearch  for 
hiin  himfelf. 

Don  Ramirez  had  never  taken  any  part  in  his 
fon's  education  ;  had  never  aficed,  nor  ever  pof- 
feifed  his  confidence.     Alphonfo  did  not  mention 
his  adventure  to  him  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  care- 
fully concealed  tlie  thoughts  and  emotions  of  his 
fouL  Devoted  to  the  romantic  ideas  which  feduced 
bin  ima2;ination,  he  had  only  one  pleafurs,  that  of 
palTmg  his  hours  at  the  Fountain,   v/here  he  firft 
beheld  Dalinda;  there '  every  thing  rec?JIed  the 
ob]Q<SV,  v/hich  reafon  ought  to  have  erafed  from  his. 
memory;  here  Dalinda,  at  the  knees  of  her  fatheiv 
was  retraced  inhis  fincy ;  here,  inhis  fixed  dioughts,, 
{he  ft  ill  lived  in  all  her  bloom  of  beauty,  adorned 
with  every  charm  of  innoceace  and  virtue  ;  near 

tliis 
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this  fhrubbcry,  DalindaoweJ  to  him  her  hfe  j  up- 
on that  rock  fhe  opened  lier  eyes,  and  calt  a  look 
offwect  thankfidnefs  upon  Alphonfoi  beneath  ths.f^,- 
pahn-trees  did  flie  fit,  and  that  clear  wacer  once  re- 
fieiSted  her  feraphic  form. 

Thus  did  Alphonlb  confume  his  days,  in  vain 
regrets  upon  the  dangerous  brink  of  this  fatal 
fpring.  Such  does  fable  paint  the  wretched  Nar- 
ciflus,  a  feeble  victim  of  infenfate  love  ;  and  fodid 
Alphonfo,  pale,  dejected,  without  force,  without 
courage,  fix  his  eyes,  drowned  in  his  tears,  upon 
the-  Fountain  of  Love.  The  Echoes  of  this  folltary 
pUce,  v/hich  anciently  fo  often  rcfounded  with  the 
name  of  Ines,  repeat  at  prefent  only  that  of  Dalin- 
da.  Dalinda  is  carved  upon  every  tree,  even  on 
the  very  palm-trees,  on  which  formerly  Ines  alone 
was  read.  Alphonfo  fung  to  his  guittar  the 
verfes  he  had  written  on  Dalinda,  and  engraved 
upon  the  rocks  the  rhymes  that  love  and  melan- 
choly didtated. 

Thcfe  romantic  follies  totally  occupied  him  for 
fome  time  :  but  as  the  pleafures  which  reafon  dif- 
approves  are  never  durable,  his  imagination  cooled 
b}'  degrees,  and  wearifome  difguft  fucceeded  en- 
thufialm ;  his  fongs  and  complaints  began  to 
ceafe,  the  Echoes  of  the  Fountain  became  mute, 
and  the  trees,  the  ftreams,  and  verdure,  no  longer 
could  infpire  him  with  poetry  and  profound  reve- 
ries. Don 
E4. 
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Don  Ramirez,  obferved  the  alteration  of  body 
and  mind  which  had  happened  to  his  fonj  he 
quef?ioned  him,  and  Alphonfo  confefTed  himfelf 
<iilTatisfied  and  confumed  with  emiui.  He  had 
not  forgot,  that  the  ftranger  told  him  he  fhould 
remain  fome  timer  in  Spain  ;  and  Alphonfo  added, 
he  ardently  defired  to  travel  through,  and  become 
acquainted  with  that  country.  Don  Ramirez, 
who,  for  his  own  part,  had  none  of  thofe  re- 
fourccs  in  himfelf,  Vv'hich  make  men  fond  offoli- 
_tude,  gladly  feized  this  propofition,  and  two  days 
after  they  departed  for  Spain.  After  traverfmg  the 
province  of  Tralos-Montes,  they  entered  Spain 
ty  Galicia ;  they  then  travelled  through  the 
northern  part  of  Spain,  the  Afturias,  Bifcaye, 
Navarre,  Arragon,  and  arrived  at  lafl  in  Catalo- 
nia (4). 

Alphonfo's  paffion  for  Dalinda  was  rekindled  by 
this  vovage  j  the  hope  and  the  denre  of  once  more 
finding  her,  acquired  new  force  from  thoughts, 
v/.iich  an  enthufiaftic  imagination  had  at  firft 
produced.  He  was  impatient  to  arrive  at  Ma- 
drid, thinking  he  could  not  fail  to  meet  her  iu 
this  metropolis ,  but  Don  Ramirez  would  abfo-  M 
liitely  remain  fome  time  in  Catalonia,  in  order  to 
vifit  the  famous  Mont-Serrat ;  this  mountain, 
compofed  of  fteep  rocks,  is  fo  high,  that,  when 
arrived  on  it's  fummit,  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains that  furround  it,  feem  fo  djminilbed,  as  to 

look 
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look  little  more  than  mole-hills ;  and  the  views 
from  thence  arc  the  moft  majelHc  and  extenfive 
pollible  (a). 

At  the  foot  of  one  of  thefe  folitary  rocks  is  an 
antique  moixallery  (b).  "  But  the  moft  intereft- 
"  ing  part  of  the  mountain  is  the  defcrt,  in  which 
"  are  feveral  hermitages,  affecting  afylums  in  the 
*'  eyes  of  true  philofophy  ;  each  of  thefe  retreats 
"  contain  a  chapel,  a  cell,  a  finall  garden,  and  a 
"  well,  dug  in  the  rock.  The  Hermits  who  iii- 
"  habit  them,  are  moft  of  them  gentlemen,  who, 
"  difgufted  with  die  world,  come  to  this  place  of 
"  tranquillity  and  reft,  and  give  themfelves  up  en- 
*'  tirely  to  meditation  (c)." 

At  break  of  day,  Don  Ramirez  and  his  (on  be- 
gan to  afcend  Mont-Serrat;  the  afped:  of  the 
mountain,  might  well  have  made  them  renounce 
their  defign ;  it's  prodigious  elevation,  and  the. 
enormous  and  craggy  rocks  which  projecSlcd  ou 
every  fide,  promifed  no  agreeable  walk ;  but  hx 
traverfmg  thefe  menacing  fteeps,  delicious  vallics, 

(a)  It  is  faid  you  may  fee  the  iflands  of  Majorca  and 
Minorca  from  this  place,  which  are  more  than  fjxty  Ica^Jues 
tlirtant.     &se  Nouveau  Foyage  en  Efpaone,  Tosiu  I. 

(b)  Saint  Ignatius  there  devoted  hiiiilelf  to  penince,  and 
there  formed  the  defign  ot  founding  the  Society  ot  Js- 
iuits. 

(c)  See  the  work  Jaft  ciied,  T^n,  L 

*^  5  meadows. 
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meadows,  enamelled  with  a  thoufand  flowers, 
thickets  foi'med  by  the  fimple  hand  of  nature,  and 
cafcades,  v.'hich  throw  themfelves  from  the  white 
and  ftoney  ridges  with  animating  tumult,  give  a 
thoufand  varieties,  and  embellifh  this  folitude,.  which 
is  become  the  fortunate  refuge  of  peace  and  vir- 
tue (5). 

Don  Ramirez,,  on  entering  the  defert,  met  one 
of  thefe  Hermits  reading  as  he  walked.  He  was 
j-lruck  by  his  noble  and  venerable  figure  ;  he  pafled 
near  them,  and  as  Don  Ramirez  was  fpeakino- 
with  his  fon,.  the  Hermit,;  hearing  the  Portuguefe 
tongue,  took  his  eyes  from  his  book,  and  ap^ 
proached  the  Grangers .  He  told  Don  Ramirez, 
how  happy  he  was  once  more  to  meet  a  country- 
man, and  invited  them  both  to  reft  a  while  in  his 
^lermitage.  The  propofition  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted, and  the  venerable  Reclufc  brought  them 
vegetables  and  fruit. 

After  the  repafb,  Alphonfo,  dcfirous  of  continu- 
ing his  walk,  left  them,  telling  his  father  he  would 
wait  for  him  in  the  defert.  The  old  man  led  Don 
Ramirez  to  his  garden,  and  there  they  fat  them- 
felves  dov/n  befide  a  gentle  water-fall,  upon  a  rock 
overgrown  with  mofs. 

Don  R.amirez,  then  addrcffing  himfelf  to  the 
Hermit,  faid,  what  revolution,  what  cruel  reverfe 
of  fortune,  my  father,  can  have  torn  you  from  our 
native  country,  and  fixed  you  in  this  defert  ?    It  is 

cafy 
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eafy  to  fee  by  your  manners,  you  were  not  born  to 
end  your  days  in  a  vvildernefs  like  this. 

No,  replied  the  Hermit,  it  has  been  my  mif- 
fortunc  to  know  the  world  and  the  Court. 

Thcfe  words  linfpircd  Don  Ramirez  with  the 
moft  ardent  curiofity,  which  the  Hermit  confented 
to  fatisfy. 

It  imports  you  but  little,  faid  he,  to  know  my 
name  :  I  have  been  twelve  years  an  inhabitant  of 
this  mountain.  By  this  time  they  believe  in  Portu- 
gal that  I  am  dead,  I  have  devoted  myfelf  to  ob- 
livion, therefore  I  will  not  fpeak  of  my  family,  but 
in  as  fev/  words  as  pofliblc  relate  my  deplorable 
iiory. 

Madame  de  Clemire  was  continuing  to  read,, 
but  the  Baronnefs  gave  the  fignal  of  retreat  j  in 
vain  were  feveral  voices  at  once  heard,  entreating 
for  one  quarter  of  an  hour  more  ;  the  rule  was  ;ib- 
folutc. 

The  following  evening  Madame  de  Clemire 
again  opened  her  manufcript,  and  faid,  v/e  left  off 
yefterday,  where  the  Hermit  was  going  to  recount 
his  hiftory.  Don  Ramirez  liftened;  the  Hermit 
ilghed,  and  thus  he  faid  : 

"  My  family  is  one  of  the  mofl  ancient  in  all 
"  Portugal.  I  received  a  good  education,  iu- 
"  heritcd  a  tolerable  fortune,  arid  by  my  fuccefs' 
"  in  war,  obtained  the  eftcem  and  benefadions  of 
''  my  Sovereign,  married  a  woman  whom  I 
E  6  "  loved. 
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*'  loved,  became  a  father,  and  of  courfe  became 
*'  happy. 

"  Such  was  my  fituation  when  the  late  King 
"  died.  This  event  deprived  me  of  a  beloved 
«'  m.after,  a  protedor,  and  a  father;  for  to  a 
"  faithful  fubjed  a  good  King  is  all  thefe.  I  re- 
*'  tired  from  Court  to  an  eftate  in  the  country, 
"  and  dedicated  my  time  folely  to  the  education 
"  of  my  fon.  .This  fon,  the  objecSl  of  a  moft 
"  tender  afte6lion,  was  fuperior  even  to  my 
"  hopes. 

"  As  foon  as  he  was  of  an  age  proper  to  ap- 
"  pear  at  court,  I  entrufted  him  to  the  care  of  a 
"  relation,  fent  him  to  Lifbon,  and  remained  in 
"  my  country  folitude.  I  was  now,  for  the  firft 
"  time  feparated  from  my  fon,  and  yet  never  was 
"  happier.  I  imagined  his  future  fuccefs,  and 
^'  indulged  the  fondeft  hopes  of  his  rifing  fame. 

*'  Hope,    though    the    moft  uncertain,    the 

"  mofi:  deceitful,  is  yet,  perhaps,  the  greateft  of 
"  blellings,  and  which  the  heart  of  a  father  only 
"  can  properly  eftimate.  When  our  own  in- 
*'■  tereft  produces  the  flattering  illufion,  it  is  mo- 
"  derated,  enfeebled,  or,  perhaps,  difpelled  by 
*'  fear ;  but  what  father  ever  yet  prefcribed 
"  bounds  to  the  hopes  he  conceived  of  his  fon  ? 
"  Alas  !  I  thought  to  have  beheld  fome  of  mine 
"  realized  I 

«  My 
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<<  My  ion  fet  out  with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs. 
"  His  name,  his  family,  my  fcrvices,  which .  his 
"  prefcnce  brought  again  to  remembrance,  but 
*'  cfpecially  his  underftanding,  good  temper  and 
"  accomplifhments,  obtained  that  refpedt  at  Court, 
"  which  the  jealoufy  of  courtiers  looked  upon  as 
"  the  bepinnin<r  of  favour. 

*'  He  faw  a  young  lady  of  Lifbon,  who,  in 
*'  addition  to  perfonal  attra6lion,  talents,  and 
*'  virtue,  was  of  a  noble  family  and  large  fortune. 
"  My  fon  afpired  to  her  hand,  I  approved  his 
"  choice,  and  this  attachment,  authorized  by  my 
*'  approbation,  fixed  the  fhort  defliny  of  his  life. 
"  Her  parents  confented  to  an  union,  by  which  tiis 
"  happinefs  would  be  enfured,  but  on  condition 
*'  that  he  obtained  a  place  at  Court.  My  fon 
"  afked  a  place,  and  he  was  promifed  one  in  three 
"  months  ;  it  was  only  required  he  fhould  keep 
"  his  fuccefs  a  fecret,  for  reafons  afligned,  till  the 
"  moment  of  a6lual  pofTeflion  ;  with  permiiTion, 
"  however,  to  inform  the  parents  of  his  miftrefs  of 
"  the  event,  which  heinftantlydid. 

"  He  was  accordingly  prefented  to  the  young 
"  lady  as  her  future  hufband,  and  flie  at  this  in- 
"  terview,  thus  authorized,  confefled  an  afteCtion 
*'  for  him,  which  crowned  his  felicity. 

"  As  the  marriage  was  of  courfc  deferred,  till 
"  the  period  when  he  fhould  be  in  adual  enjoy- 
"  meat  of  his  promifed  place,    he  tore   himfelf 

"  from 
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"  from  Lifbon,  and  came  to  tell  me  all  his  hap- 
*'  pinefs.  I  had  then  the  pleafure  to  hold  in  my 
*'  arms,  and  prefs  to  my  bofom,  the  child  whom 
"  I  fo  dearly  loved,  and  whom  I  confidered  as  at 
"  the  fummit  of  all  his  wifhcs.  Alas  !  while  I 
*'  fuppofed  myfelf  the  moil  fortunate  of  fathers, 
«  a  Barbarian,  a  Monfter,  was  forming  the  black 
"^  plot,  which  at  once  deprived  me  of  wife  and 
«  fon. 

"  My  fon's  natural  candour,  prevented  him 
*'  from  fufpecf^ing  the  probity  of  a  traitor,  who 
*'  only  wifhed  his  confidence,  that  he  might  ruin 
*'  him  with  greater  certainty.  This  wretch,  who 
"  had  been  dragged  from  obfcurity,  by  the  caprice 
*'  of  his  Sovereign,  imagined  he  beheld  in  him  a 
*'  dangerous  rival ;  but,  diflembling  his  jealouly,. 
**  he  fought,  and  foon  obtained  the  friendihip  of 
*'  the  unfufpe6ting  youth." 

Don  Ramirez  was  greatly  difturbed  at  this  part 
of  the  Hermit's  recital,  but  the  old  man  perceived 
not  his  emotion,  and  continued  his  flory. 

**  When  my  fon  folicited  the  place  of  which 
"  he  was  defirous,  he  trufted  the  fecret  to  that 
'*  abominable  man ;  who  not  having,  juft  at  that 
"  inftant,  the  power  to  injure  him,  pretended  tc 
*'  fecond  his  rcqueft  and  participate  his  joy ;  but 
"  the  abfencc  of  my  fon,  gave  him  an  opportunity 
"  to  exercifc  his  fiend-like  malignancy.  He  knew 
**  his  own  afcendancy  over  the  King  j  he  calum- 

"=  niateJ 
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«'  niated  my  fon,  aTid  infpired  a  young  and  iii- 
"  experienced  Prince  with  falfe  fears  ;  the  gift 
"  was  revoked,  the  place  given  to  a  creature  of 
"  this  unworthy  favourite,  and  my  fon  exiled  the 
"  Court.  By  his  Majefty's  order,  I  was  firft  in- 
"  formed  of  this  terrible  calamity,  which  forbad 
"  my  fon  to  quit  his  country-feat ;  and  my  fon, 
"  at  the  fame  time,  received  a  letter  from  the 
"  young  lady  he  loved,  which  contained  ihefe  few 
*'  words  : 

"  You  have  moil:  unworthily  deceived  us  ;  we 
"  knoWjirom  the  beft  authority,  the  place  now  dif- 
"  pofed  of,  was  never  promifed  you  ;  forget  there- 
"  fore,  the  name  of  one,  who  will  never  forgive 
"  herfelf  for  having  once  efteemed  you. 

"  After  having  read  this  fatal  billet,  my  fon 
*'  exclaimed,  Thus  then  I  have  loft  the  woman 
"  I  loved,  and  am  difhonoured  !  In  faying  this, 
"  his  knees  knocked  violently  together,  the  blood 
*'  forfook  his  face,  and  he  dropped  into  my  arms, 
"  He  was  taken  to  bed,  whence  he  never  rofe  ;  a 
"  violent  fever  for  ever  deprived  me  of  him  inlefs 
"  than  a  week.  Oh  horrible  remembrance  !  Oh 
*'  moft  unfortunate  father  1 

"  His  unhappy  mother,  a  witnefs  of  the  vio- 
"  lent  emotions  of  her  fon,  feemed  equally  ftruck  ; 
"  her  reafon  became  difordered,  in  a  few  hours 
**  flie  loft  the  ufe  of  it,  yet  appeared  fenfible  of  her 

<*  affliaions, 
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"  afflidions,  and  at  laft,  a  vidim  to  maternal  love, 

*'  funk  into  the  fame  grave  with  her  fon. 

"  Condemned  to  live,  I  fupported  life  only  by 
*'  the  hope  of  vengeance.  Oh  thou  !  cried  I,  So- 
"  vereign  Arbitrator  of  the  fate  of  miferable  mor- 
"  tals  !  Being  Supreme  !  whofe  heavy  hand  has 
c'  fallen  upon  me  !  deign,  at  leaft,  from  the  bpt- 
''  tom  of  that  abyfs  in  which  thy  wrath  has  plunged 
''  me,  deign  to  hear  the  cries  of  my  defpair ! 
"  The  voice  of  the  opprefTed  can  reach  thee,  and 
"  never  haft  thou  reje6led  his  prayer.  I  afpire 
"  not  to  happinefs,  that  is  for  ever  loft ;  'tis  ven- 
t'  geance  I  alk,  'tis  juftice  I  implore.  May  the 
"  perfidious  wretch,  whofe  infernal  arts  have  rob- 
"  bed  me  of  my  wife  and  fon,  lofe  at  once  fortune 
*'  and  favour.  He  is  a  father  ;  let  him  weep  bit- 
"  ternefs  like  me,  and  may  he,  above  all,  be  un- 
"  happy  inhis  fon  !" 

The  Hermit  flopped,  he  faw  Don  Ramirez 
look  wildly  round,  and  rife  from  his  feat.  You 
tremble,  faid  he  >  my  excefs  of  hatred,  and  define 
of  revenge,  has  made  you  afraid  of  hearing  the  re- 
mainder of  my  ftory  j  but  fear  not,  I  have  nothing 
farther  of  tragic  to  tell.  Heaven  converted  my 
heart ;  I  foon  abhorred  the  revenge  which  religion 
condemns. 

Don  Ramirez  again  moved,  without  anfwer- 
ing  i   and,  after  a  few  minutes,  aftoniihment  and 

terror 
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terror  made  him  motionlefs  ;  then  fuddenly  ftarting 
— Where  am  I !  cried  he  ;  in  what  af)  lum  ! 

What  is  the  meaning,  fir,  faid  the  Hermit,  of 
that  fearful  agitation  in  which  I  fee  you  ?  What 
imprudence  have  I  been  guilty  of?  Is  my  perfe- 
cutor  known  to  you  ?  Is  he  your  friend  ? 

This  Perfecutor  !  tliis  Barbarian  !  thisMonfter ! 
was  Ramirez  ! 

It  was,  fir,  I  confefs  it ;  he  was  the  author  of  all 
my  mifery. 

This  Ramirez !  this 

Repeat  not  tliat  dreadful  name,  fir  j  I  fliudder 
when  I  hear  it. 

Unhappy  Alvarez  !  Learn,  at  leaft,  heaven  has 
punifhed  your  enemy. 

What  fay  you  ?  Does  he  no  longer  govern  Por- 
tugal ? 

Ruined,  ftripped,  without  relations,  without 
friends,  he  has  little  left  but  vain  regret,  and  never 
ending  remorfe. 

Does  he  fjfFer  !  I  am  forry  I 

Sorry  !  Is  it  pollible  ? 

Doubt  it  not.  But  wherefore  do  you  weep,  fir  ? 
What  ray  of  light  breaks  upon  my  mind  ?  Oh 
God!  Can  it  be? 

'V  C3  ! 1  am  that  wretch,  cried  Don  Rami- 
rez, cafting  himfelf  at  the  Hermit's  feet,  vvhoj 
penetrated  with  involuntary  horror,  drew  back. 
Oh  !  reverend  father,  continued   Don  Ramirez, 

following 
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following  on  his  knees,  and  feizing  his  vefl,  Stop, 
hear  me,  holy  man  !  I  own  I  have  merited  thy 
hatred  j  no  words  can  exprefs  the  horror  with 
which  my  prefence  ought  to  infpire  thee,  but  re- 
member I  now  am  unfortunate.     And  yet  I  have 

a  (on,  who  might  coalble,  might Oh  !   ceafe, 

holy  father  !  to  curfe  me  !  Ceale  to  pray  my  Ton 
may  make  me  more  miferable  I 

Oh  God !  cried  the  Hermit  j  Don  Ramirez  !  in 
this  place !  beneath  this  poor  roof !  a  fuppliant  at 
my  feet,  and  giving  me  the  facred  title  of  father  1 
a,  title  formerly  my  greateil  glory  and  my  blifs  !  a 

title  which  he  robbed  me  of! Yet fearno- 

tliing,  faid  he,  cafling  a  look  of  compailion  on 
Don  Ramirez  ;  I  again  repeat  it,  hr.tred  has  long 
been  baniftied  this  bofom.  Thou  called  thyfclf 
unhappy ;  complaineft  of  fortune  !     Art  thou  per- 

fecuted  ?  Art  thou  profcribed  ?  Speak  • This 

grotto  fhall  become  thy  place  of  refuge ;  in  par  - 
taking  it  with  thee,  I  fhall  obferve  the  holy  rites  of 
hofpitality.  Fear  no  unworthy  reproaches;  if  my 
fuccour  be  neceflary  to  thee,  thou  flialt  find  in  me 
only  the  father  and  the  friend. 

Oh  !  greatnefs  of  foul,  which  confounds  me  I 
exclaimed  Don  Ramirez.  Can  m^an  then  elevate 
his  foul  to  fo  fublime  a  degree  of  virtue  r 

No,  Ramirez,  anfwered  the  Hermit ;  feek  not 
for  that  generofity  in  the  heart  of  man,  which  iS 
iiot  in  nature  ;    admire  oot  the  feeble  Alvarez, 

but 
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but  acknowledge   an4   adore  the  high   hand  of 
heaven. 

Thus  faying,  he  held  out  his  arms,  and  advanced 
to  embrace  Don  Ramirez,  whofe  tears  bedewed 
the  bofom  pf  the  virtuous  man  j  that  bofom,  which 
formerly  he  had  fo  cruelly  torn. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this  reconcilatlon 
Alphonfo  returned  to  the  Hermitage.  Don  Ra- 
mirez took  his  leave  of  the  Hermit,  and  quitted 
the  mountain,  bearing  with  him  remorfe  the  moft 
grievous,  and  apprehenfions  the  moft  fearful ;  he 
could  not  remove  from  his  mind,  the  maledidlion 
fo  folemnly  pronounced  againft  him  by  Alvarez  ; 
he  faw  its  eiFe61:  already  in  the  lofs  of  his  fortune  ; 
and  notv/ithftanding  the  generous  pardon  he  had 
received,  he  felt  himfelf  too  guilty  not  to  dread 
the  wra til  of  heaven,  and  it'sinjuftice  towards  the 
injured  Alvarez.  Alas  !  cried  Ramirez,  in  his 
height  of  anguifh,  he  remitted  vengeance  to  the 
arm  of  God  !  Such  vengeance  muft  be  terrible  I 
Oh  my  fon  !  thou  art  to  become  the  infrrument  of 
my  punifliment ;  Alphonfo  muft  chaftife  his  fa- 
llier ;  he  is  the  avenger  of  Alvarez  ! 

i'  ull  of  thefe  melancholy  thoughts,  DonRamirez 
became  abfent,  filcnt,  and  gloomy;  often  as  he 
looked  at  his  ion,  would  the  tears  rufh  to  his  eyes  : 
a  vague  dread  would  come  over  him,  and  an  inex- 
plicable terror  feize  his  heart.  He  no  longer  felt 
the  happincfs  of  being  a  flithcr. 

They 
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They  left  Catalonia,  after  having  vifited  Tarra- 
gona and  Tortofa  (6),  and  went  to  Madrid,where 
Alphonfo  vainly  hoped  once  more  to  meet  Dalin- 
da.  He  learnt,  however,  from  the  defcription  he 
gave  of  her  {he  had  been  there ;  that  her  father 
was  a  Swede,  his  name  Thelifmar  ;  that  he  in- 
tended to  remain  fome  time  in  Spain,  and  that  he 
had  then  taken  the  route  to  Grenada. 

This  intelligence,  which  he  had  been  careful  to 
procure  unknov/n  to  his  father,  gave  him  an  ardent 
defire  to  go  to  Grenada ;  and  Don  Ramirez,  who 
every  where  carried  his  inquietude  with  him,  rea- 
dily confented  to  leave  Madrid  fooner  than  he  had 
intended. 

They  went  firft  to  Toledo,  where  they  faw  the 
Alcazar,  or  ancient  Moorifn  Palace  (a)  ;  the  ar- 
chitedlure  of  which,  is  a  mixture  of  the  Roman, 
Gothic,  a-nd  Morifcan.  What  they  moft  admired 
in  this  palace,  was  a  hol^jital  for  the  poor  of  the 
city  and  it's  environs,  eftabliflied  by  the  Archbifhop 
of  Toledo.  This  hofpital  contains  manufaftories 
and  drawing-fchools.  They  educate  about  two 
hundred  children,  to  whom  they  give  a  habit  of  la- 
bour, and  a  love  of  virtue.  Old  men  and  women 
likewife  find  an  afylum  in  this  ancient  palace,  thus 
confecrated  by  religion  to  fufFering  humanity  (7). 

(a)  There  is  alfo  an  A^.cazar  or  Morifcan  Palace  at  Se- 
ville, but  not  Co  beautiful  as  that  of  Toledo. 

After 
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After  a  fliort  ftay  at  Toledo,  our  travellers 
went  to  Cordova,  in  their  route  to  which  they 
crofled  the  Siena- Morena  (a)^  a  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated tra6l  of  land,  which  the  acStive  and  bene- 
ficent genius  of  an  individual  (8),  has  fince 
metamorphofed  into  an  habitable  and  agreeable 
country. 

Cordova  is  built  uyon  the  borders  of  the  Gua- 
dalquivir, and  is  overlooked  by  a  chain  of  moun- 
tains, continually  covered  with  verdure,  which  arc 
a  part  of  the  Siena-Morena.  This  city,  formerly 
fo  famous,  retains  little  of  it's  ancient  grandeur, 
except  a  large  extent  of  ruins,  and  afuperb  Mofcue, 
built  by  Abderama  (9). 

Don  Ramirez  ftaid  three  days  at  Cordova,  and 
continued  his  journey,  Alphonfo  faw  not  the 
wallsof  Grenada  without  emotion  (10) ;  he  flatter- 
ed himfelf  he  ihould  find  Dalinda  in  that  city,  but 
he  did  not  long  prefcrve  that  hope.  Nctv/ithfland- 
ing  the  cares  of  love,  he  was  forcibly  ftruck  with 
the  delightful  fituation  of  Grenada,  the  beauty  of 
it's  buildings  (j  i ),  and  the  antique  and  curious  mo- 
numents, the  remains  of  which,  at  every  flep,  re- 
call the  remembrance  of  Moorifh  magnificence. 
Alphonfo  viuted  with  rapture  the  Alhambra  and 
Generalif,    and  amufed  himfelf  in  places   full  of 

(a)  A  long  chain  or  mcuntains  fo  called,  for  that,  being 
covered  over  with  rofemaiy,  holly,  and  ctiier  ever-greens,  it 
appears  black  at  a  diltance, 

infcriptions, 
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iiifcriptlon  and  verfes,  which  retraced  to  his  me* 
mory  the  ancicat  gallantry  of  Grenada's  Kings, 
the  misfortunes  of  the  Abencerages,  the  perfecu- 
tions  and  triumphs  of  a  virtuous  Queen  (12),  and 
all  the  marvellous  adventures  vv^ith  which  hiftory 
and  romance  abound. 

Alphonfo,  however,  more  and  more  uneafy 
about  Dalinda  and  her  father,  foon  learnt  they  had  - 
Ich  Grenada  almoft  a  fortnight,  and  were  gone  to 
Cadiz  ;  and  that  they  talked  of  flaying  there  fix 
weeks,  and  afterwards  of  embarking  for  the  coafl 
of  Africa,  This  news  afHi6led  him  much  j  he  en- 
deavoured not  to  perfuade  his  father  to  go  thither, 
for  Don  Ramirez  had  declared  Grenada  fhould  be 
the  laft  place  he  would  wander  to,  and  that  he 
would  afterv/ards  return  to  Portugal. 

The  defire  of  travelling,  of  finding  Dalinda,  the 
hope  of  making  a  great  fortune,  ambition,  love, 
and  efpecially  pride,  idlenefs,  and  curiofity,  in- 
fpired  the  culpable  Alphonfo,  with  the  imprudent 
and  cruel  refolution  of  fecretly  flying  to  Cadiz,  and 
abandoning  his  father.  He  felt  great  uneafinefs  in 
coming  to  this  determination,  but  he  fupprelfed 
fuch  falutary  remorfe  which  he  could  not  help  feel- 
ing, and  employed  all  his  powers  to  find  fpecious 
reafons  that  might  excufe,  and  even  dignify  this 
crhninal  adl. 

My  father,  faid  he,  has  loxT:  his  fortune  ;  he  has 
only  a  fmall  penfion,  not  fufficient  for  both  of  us ;    1 

in  -; 
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in  takin"-  half  his  expence  away,  I  fhall  double  his 
income.  I  feel  I  am  a  charge  to  him  ;  I  even 
perceive  my  company  is  not  fo  agreeable  to  him  as 
formerly  i  he  is  become  penuve  and  file! it,  my 
converfatiou  fatigues,  and  my  prefence  lays  him 
under  reftraint.  Eefides,  in  fieking  to  diftinguifh 
myfeif,  and  emerge  from  obfcurity,  is  it  not  for 
him  1  labour  ?  If  I  can  procure  wealth,  to  him  {hall 
it  be  dedicated.  My  abfence  may  give  him  ibme 
uneafmefs  for  a  time,  but  my  return  will  enfure  his 
felicity. 

Such  were  the  refleilions  of  Alphonfo,  who 
fitihed  while  thus  he  reafoned,  and  his  cheeks 
were  bedewed  with  tears.  Had  he  confulted  his 
heart,  '.'utv,  honour,  and  reafon  would  foon  have 
refume.l  their  functions  ;  but  he  endeavoured  to 
deceiv :  himfelf  and  he  fucceeded  ;  without  the 
power,  hov/ever,  of  totally  flifling  the  voice  of 
confci.'.nce. 

He  had  taken  care  to  feduce  one  of  the  fervants 
into  hi:,  delign,  and  h«d  confulted  with  him  on  the 
means  of  flight.  It  was  agreed  that  Alphonfo 
fhould  go  off  in  the  evening  i  that  the  fervant 
fhould  wait  for  him  at  the  city  gate  with  two 
horfes,  on  which  they  fhould  ride  without  flopping 
as  far  as  Loxe,  to  which  place  the  fervant  knew 
the  road. 

Alphonfo  had  no  money.  Certain  jewels  which 
he    happened^  to  have    about  him  on  the  day 

of 
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of  the  earthquake  had  been  faved,  all  of  which 
his  father  fold,  except  two  diamond  rings  which 
he  had  given  his  fon.  One  of  thefe  Alphonfo 
privately  fold  for  four  hundred  piaftres  (about 
feventy  guineas,)  which  he  thought  a  fum 
fufficient  to  make  the  tour  of  the  world  if  he 
pleafed. 

The  day  fixed  for  his  flight  he  pretended  a  vio- 
lent head-ache,  in  order  to  conceal  his  own  anxi- 
ety, and  induce  Don  Ramirez  to  go  betimes  to 
bed.  Accordingly,  about  eight  o'clock,  his  father 
retired.  Alphonfo's  heart  was  ready  to  burft  when 
he  bade  him  good  night,  and  he  ran,  and  fhut  him- 
felf  in  his  chamber,  whither  he  was  purfued  by  his 
remorfe. 

Bathed  in  tears,  he  wrote  to  his  father,  to  inform 
him  of  the  motive  of  his  flight,  without  men- 
tioning what  route  he  fhould  take,  or  his  pafllon 
for  Dalinda.  He  fealed  the  letter,  and  left  it  on 
the  table,  that  his  father  might  find  it  on  the 
morrow ;  then  wrapping  himfelf  in  a  country- 
man's cloak,  he  put  on  thick-foled  clouted  flioes, 
took  a  ftaff  in  his  hand,  with  his  purfe,  and  a 
pocket-book  that  contained  his  other  ring,  and 
Dalinda's  fafti  properly  concealed,  opened  a  win- 
dow, leaped  into  a  court-yard,  and  went  out  of 
a  private  door,  of  which  he  had  procured  the  key. 
He  paficd  haftily  along  the  ftreets,  got  through 

tlic 
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-the  City  gate  by  means  of  his  country  difguife, 
found  his  fervant  waiting  a  little  way  out  of  tovvii, 
mounted  his  horfe,  followed  his  guide,  and  pro~ 
ceeded  towards  Cadiz. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  would  not  permit 
him  to  travel  as  faft  as  he  wiflied,  while  the  fear 
of  being  purfued,  the  grief  of  leaving  his  father^, 
his  inquietude,  remorfe,  and  repentance,  all  flung 
him  to  the  heart,  and  infpired  him  with  a  certaiir 
infurmountable  terror,  which  was  doubly  increafei 
by  the  blacknefs  of  the  night. 

He  had  quitted  Grenada  about  two  hours,  whea 
he  was  awakened  from  his  gloomy  reverie  by  a 
moft  furprizing  phaenomenon :  furrounded  as  it 
were  by  the  deep,  the  profound  obfcurity  of 
night,  darknefs  in  an  inftant  difappeared,  and 
light  the  moft  radiant,  dazzled  the  aftonilhed 
eyes  of  Alphonfo.  He  raifed  his  head  amazed,  and 
beheld  a  globe  of  bright  and  fhining  fire  in  the 
heavens, precipitating  itfelf  fomewhat  horizontally 
towards  earth,  and  augmenting  as  it  fell.  It  exhi- 
bited a  thoufand  dazzling  colours,  and  left  a  long 
train  of  light  that  marked  it's  path  in  the  atmo- 
fphere.  Having  traverfed  a  part  of  the  horizon^ 
it  began  to  rife  again  by  degrees,  and  fhot  forth 
on  all  fides  fparks,  and  blazing  fhe;ives,  that 
fe«med  like  vaft  artificial  fire-works.  At  len^-th 
the  enormous  ball  opened,  and  fent  /orth  two 

VOL  II.  F  kind 
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kind  of  Yolcanos,  which  formed  themfelves  into 
tv/o  prodigious  rainbows,  the  one  of  which  vanifn- 
ed  in  the  north,  the  other  in  the  fouth ;  the  fiery 
globe  became  extin5l,  and  the  moil  impenetrable 
darknefs  mftantly  fucceeded  to  day-h'ght  the  moH 
/ervent  (13). 

Alphonfo  was  forcibly  and  irrefiflibly  alarmed 
>by  this  prodigy.  All  uncommon  accidents  are 
ill  omens  to  a  troubled  confcience.  This  was 
highly  fo  to  him  ;  his  grief  and  doubts  were 
■doubled,  he  increafed  his  pace  to  get  rid  of 
his  fears,  and  galloped  the  reft  of  the  night  with- 
out ftopping. 

At  day-break  his  Valet  perceived  they  had  loft 
iheir  way,  and  had  ftruck  into  a  crofs  road. 
Alphonfo  looked  round,  and  faw  a  barren  moun- 
tainous country  co^^ered  with  rocks.  Unable 
to  difcover  any  beaten  track,  he  alighted,  tied 
his  horfe  to  a  tree,  and  followed  by  his  Valet,  went 
towards  one  of  the  higheft  and  neareft  rocks, 
hoping  to  difcover  from  it's  fummit  the  ;town  of 
Loxe,  from  wliich  he  imagined  they  could  not  be 
far  diftant. 

Obferve  his  country  flioes  were  clouted  with 
hob-nails  all  over ;  and  his  ftafF,  being  a  peafant's, 
had  a  thick  iron  ferrule  at  the  end. 

Scarcely  had  Alphonfo  proceeded  twenty  paces 
Upon  the  rock  he  meant  to  afcend,  when  he  telt  liis 

fecr 
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feet  fixed  to  the  ftonc  !  he  could  not  lift !  he  could 
not  ftir  them  !  and  his  ftafF,  too  heavy  to  move, 
flood  upright,  and  Icemed  to  take  root  on  this  fatal 
rock  !  (14) 

Oh,  my  father !  cried  he,  heaven  has  under- 
taken to  punifli  my  ingratitude  by  a  new,  an  un- 
heard of  miracle. 

He  could  fay  no  more.  Remorfe,  aftoniftiment, 
terror  overwhelmed  him  j  took  away  what  little 
flrength  he  had  le/t,  made  him  immoveable  and 
mute,  caufed  his  hair  to  ftand  erecl,  and  fpread  a. 
death-like  palenefs  upon  his  checks. 

Oh  dear  mamma !  cried  Pulcheria,  is  he  changed 
to  a  flatuc  ? 

Not  entirely,  anfwered  Madame  de  Clemire 
fmiling;  though  he  himfelf  dreaded  he  was,  for  that 
idea  ft  ruck  him  as  well  as  you. 

And  well  it  might,  mamma.  That  invincible 
power  that  fixed  him  to  the  rock,  might  make  him 
expect  worfe. 

However,  my  dear,  that  invincible  power  was 
not  fupernatural.  You  remember  I  told  you,  the 
feemingly  marvellous  in  my  ftory  fhould  all  be. 
true. 

And  yet  the  globe  of  fire,  and  the  fatal  rock,  ap- 
pear fo  extraordinary  !     But  tell  us,  dear  mam.ma, 
-  what  became  of  poor  Alphonfo. 

He  remained  petrified  with  terror  in  the  fitua- 
F  2  ticii 
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tion  I  have  defcribed,  when  the  (kybecame  cover* 
ed  with  clouds,  the  winds  howled  in  the  air,  and 
the  rain  began  to  fhovver.  But  how  was  the  ter- 
ror, how  was  the  horror  of  Alphonfo  increafed, 
when  he  beheld  that  dreadful  rain  !  When  he  faw, 
v/hat-he  thought  millions  of  huge  round  drops  of 
blood,  inftantly  cover  the  white  rocks  that  fur- 
rounded  him  i  felt  them  run  in  ftreams  from  his 
face,  hands,  and  all  parts  of  his  body,  and  viewed 
rivers  of  blood  defcend  on  all  fides  to  the  green  val- 
lies  !  (15) 

Uncommon  terror  gave  uncommon  ftrength. 
Alphonfo  quitted  his  ftafF,  which  remained  ered, 
planted  on  the  rock,  and  with  violent  efforts 
wrenched  his  feet  from  the  adhefive  ftone,  and  fell 
ahnoft  fenfelefs  on  the  fand. 

His  Valet  foon  after,  fhocked  with  the  miracu- 
lous ftiower,  came  running,  and  aiTifted  his  mafter. 
He  had  been  feeking  a  track  which  he  had  dif- 
covered,  and,  as  foon  as  they  could  fufficicntly 
recover  their  ftrength  and  recollection,  they  once 
more  mounted  their  horfes,  and  left  this  fcene  of 
horrors. 

Arrived  atLoxc,  he  ftaid  two  or  three  hours  to 
recover,  then  ordered  mules  and  a  guide,  and  pur- 
fued  his  journey.  He  crofled  Mount  Orefpeda 
(16),  pafTed  the  ancient  city  of  Antequerra,  and 
did  not  flop  ti]J  he  came  to  Malaga.     He  arrived 

5Vithout 
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without  any  remarkable  accident  at  Cadiz  (a)  and 
put  up  at  the  firft  inn  he  came  to. 

As  he  was  going  up  flairs  he  heard  a  female 
£nging,  and  accompanied  by  the  harp.  Alphonfo 
trembled,  and  guided  by  the  found,  approached  the 
door  of  the  apartment  whence  it  iflued.  It  was  fure 
an  Angel  finging,  and  the  harmony  wzs  heavenly  ! 
He  could  not  miftake  the  voice,  it  went  to  his 
heart.  Delighted,  raviflied,  ailonifhcd,  he  hafti- 
ly  defcended  the  Hairs,  enquired  for  the  mafter  of 
the  houfe,  queftioned  hiir,  and  learnt  his  heart 
had  not  deceived  him.  Dalinda  and 'I'helifma  in- 
habited the  houfe  whither  he  bad  been  conducted 
by  chance. 

Tranfported  with  the  difcovery  he  went  into  the 
court-yard,  was  fhewn  which  were  the  windows 
of  his  Love,  and  then  went  and  locked  himfelf  in 
his  own  room,  that  he  might  enjoy  his  unexpe6led 
felicity  without  reftraint. 

In  the  afternoon  he  fent  for  a  gulttar,  and  in 
the  evening,  after  fupper,  planting  himfelf  under 
Dalinda's  windov^r,  with  a  trembling  hand  he 
ventured  to  ftrike  a  few  arpeggios.  The  window 
opened,  and  fearing  to  be  overheard  by  Thelifmar^ 
who  underftood  Portugueze,  Alphonfo  durfb  not 
f>ng  the  verfes  he  had  written  on  Dalnda  at  the 

(a)  In  going   to  Cadiz,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  a  boat  at 

Port  Sanfla-Maria,  a  pretty  town  two  leagues  from  Cadiz. 

The  paflage  is  dangerou?,  and  the  boats  arc  frequently  loft, 

F  3  Fountain 
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Fountain  of  Love  5  but,  in  timid  accents,  ami  atl 
irrefolute  voice,  he  fang  the  Torments  of  Ab- 
fence. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  window  was 

fhut,  and  on  the  morrow  Alphonfo  again  began 

to  fmg,  but  in  vain,  it  opened  no  more :  and  this 

rigour  afflitted  him  as  deeply,  as  though  it  hadds- 

-llroyed  hopes  that  had  fome  foundation. 

Alphonfo  formed  a  thoufand  projeits  relative  to 
his  paflion,  and  executed  none  of  them.  He  ar- 
dently longed  once  more  to  fee  Dalinda,  hut  never 
could  determine  to  prefenthimfelfas  an  adventurer. 
His  intention,  when  he  left  his  father,  was  to  offer 
himfelf  as  a  companion  to  Thelifmar  during  his 
tra\'els,  not  doubting  but  his  knowledge  and  talents 
would  make  this  proportion  very  acceptable  ;  and' 
fuppofnig  likewife  that  gratitude,  for  having  faved 
the  life  of  Dalinda,  would  put  his  reception  out  of 
doubt. 

When  pafTion  forms  projefts,  it  is  blind  to  all 
obftacles,  will  hear  no  objedions ;  but  fearing  all 
reafons  which  may  deter  it  from  what  it  is  prevl- 
oufly  determined  to  do,  it  never  difcovers  it's  own 
folly  and  imprudence  till  they  are  paft  remedy. 

Full  of  fear,  incertitude,  and  hefitatlon,  Al- 
j)honfo  couldr  efolve  upon  nothing.  He  had  care- 
fully concealed  himfelf  from  Dalinda  and  her  f^- 
ther,  when  one  night  he  was  informed  that  The- 
lifmar had  prepared  every  thing  for  his  departure, 

and 
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snd  that  he  was  to  go  on  board  the  Intrepid  at 
break  of  day,  which  veflel  was  to  carry  him  to 
Ccuta  {a). 

This  intelligence  determined  the  irrefolute  AI-* 
phoj\fo }  he  fold  his  remaining  ring,  went  to  the 
captain  of  the  fhip,  obtained  his  paflage,  got  on 
board  before  day-break,  and  took  pofteffion  of  his 
little  cabin.  He  had  not  been  there  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  before  he  heard  the  voice  of  Thelifmar,, 
and  prefently  afterwards  the  anchor  was  weighed, 
and  the  veilel  fet  fail. 

Before  dinner-time,  when  the  praTengers  muil 
meet  at  the  Captain's  table,  Alphonfo  colledled 
force  enough  to  defire  a  moment's  audience  of 
Thelifmar,  which  was  immediately  granted ;  and 
with  an  anxiety  and  agitation  impoffible  to  paint 
he  entered  the  cabin.  Thelifmar  was  alone,  and 
turning  his  head  at  the  creaking  of  the  door,  he 
beheld  Alphonfo.  He  could  not  forget  tlie  deliver- 
er of  his  daughter  ;  he  inftantly  rofe,  ran  to  Al- 
phonfo, and  embraced  him  with  all  the  Wfirmth  of 
the  moft  tender  friendihip. 

Tranfported  with  joy,  Alphonfo  felt  hope  fpring 
in  his  heart !  He  anfwered  the  queftions  of  Thelif- 
mar,   however,   with  more   embaraflment    than 

(a)  A  town  in  Africa,  oppofite  Gibiahar.  John,  King 
of  Portugal  took  it  from  the  Moors  ;  after  which  it  belong- 
e.I  to  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  it  was  ceded  by  the  treaty  of 
Liibon  in  i6£8. 

F  4  truth. 
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truth.  Afraid  to  confefs  his  faults^  my  father,  faii 
he^  had  formerly  an  immenfe  fortune ;  but  now, 
with  barely  v/hat  is  neceflary,  he  lives  retired  on 
llie  peaceful  bajjics  of  tlie  Mondego.  He  approves 
my  defire  to  travel,  and  hopes,  with  the  eduQation 
ic  has  beilov/ed  on  mCj,  I  may  become  known  and 
acquire  fame,  and 

V/hat  is  your  age  ?  And  v/hat  are  yourproje^s 
in  quirting  yeur  country  and  your  father  ? 

I  knew,  fir,  you  v/ere  in  Spain,  heard  you  In- 
tended to  go  to  Africaj  and  flattered  myfelf  you 
wpuld  permit  me  to  foHow  you  as  a  companion  in 
your  travels. 

You-  were  not  deceived  in  me ;  I  mean  fee  tra* 
verfe  a  great  part  of  the  known  world  j  if  you  will 
fee  the  allbciate  of  my  labours,  I  joyfully  confcnt. 

Here  Alphonfo,  at  the  height  of  his  hopes,  em- 
braced Thelifhiar  with  tranfport,  and  fwore  never 
to  forfeke  him. 

But,  continued  Thelifmar,  my  travels  will  not 
end  in  lefs  than  three  or  four  years  at  fooneft,  how 
do  you  know  your  father  will  confent  to  this  long 
ibfence  ? 

Oh  I  am  very  certain—— 

Well  if  you  love  ftudy,  if,  as  I  have  no  doub  t 
you  pofTefs  noble  and  virtuous  fentiments,you  fhall 
find  in  me  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  fecond  father, 
happy,  too  happy,  if  by  my  cares  and  affe(f^ion  I 
way  fhcw  a  part  of  my  gratitude,     Dalinda  owes 

her 
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her  life  to  you,  and  your  empire  over  me  is  abfo- 
lute. 

Alphonfo  bluflied  at  the  name  of  Dalinda,  and 
too  much  affedted  to  reply,  was  filent. 

I  have  need,  added  Thelifmar,  of  confolation,, 
and  hope  to  find  it  in  yourfriendfliip. 

Of  confolation  !  Are  you  then  unhappjf  ? 

I  am  fcparatcd,  and  for  four  years,  fro.n  objefti 
the  deareft  to  my  heart !  from  my  wife  and  daugh- 
ter ! 

From  Dalinda  !- 

Yes.  1  durft  not  expofe  her  to  the  fatigues  and 
dangers  I  fhail- undergo.  We  travelled  through  a 
great  part  of  Europe  together,  I  parted  from  her 
at  Cadiz,  and  while  we  are  riding  towards  the. 
African  coaft,  fhe  is  returning  with  her  mother  in- 
to Sweden.. 

Oh  heaven  !  cried  Alphonfo  in  anguiili ;  Africa 
and  Sweden  !  What  immenfe  !  what  dreadful  dif-- 

tance  between  her  and you!    How   L   pitjr 

you  ! 

Aphonfo.could.no  longer- reftrain  his  tears,  and. 
|he  converfation  being  interruptedby  the  cntranco. 
of  the  Captain,  Alphonfo  went  into  his  cabin  to 
hide  and  aftuage  the  agitation  of  his  heart..  In 
delpair  to  think  he  muft  be  four  years  abfent  from 
DalinJa,  he  yet  was  in  fome  meafure  confolcd  bj^. 
ite  friendlhip  of  hcJ  father,  and  determined'. 
F  5  to^ 
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to  neglecSl  nothing,,  by  which  itmight  be  confirmed^ 
and  increafed. 

Thelilmar  put  fevefal  queftions  to  him  in  the 
evening,  and  afked  if  he  underftood  the  elements 
of  any  of  the  fcienees  ? 

Oh  yes,  anfwered  Alphonfo,  with  great  felf-fuf- 
ficiency.  There  is  nothing  I  have  not  been 
taught. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  geometry  ? 

I  had  a  mathematical  mafter  ten  years. 

Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  natural  hiftory 
and  philofophy?    ' 

E.very  thing  of  that  kind  is  familiar  to  me:  be^ 
fides,  1  am  paflionately  fond  of  the  arts,  underfbnA 
mufic,  and  delight  in  drawing.  I  draw  fioimrs 
charmingly. 

Flowers  !  Do  you  love  reading? 

Very  much. 

Your  language  is  not  rich  in  good  authors  \  but 
you  know  the  Latin  ? 

Oh  perfeftly  !  as  you  m.ay  imagine,  for  my 
teachers  faid  1  conftrued  Virgil  and  Horace  well  at 
t(tr\.  years  old  ;  fo  that  I  left  the  ftudy  of  the  daf- 
fies at  twelve,  and  have  not  looked  at  them  fince, 
having  had  other  employment.  " ''  ,  ' 

And  I  warrant  you  left  mathematics  alfo  fooil     ' 
after  ? 

I  did.  I  then  read  generally,  and  foon  began  to 
write  verfes, 

And 
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And  from  a  fcholar  became  a  wit.  The  meta- 
mcrphofis  is  not  alv/ays  fuccefsful. 

My  poetry  was  very  fuccefsful. 

Among  your  friends,  I  fuppofe. 

Oh  univerfaDy. 

How  do  you  know  ? 

Every  body  who  vifited  my  father  told  me  Co. 

Alphonfo's  anfwer  made  Thclifmar  fmile,  and 
he  changed  the  converfation.  Prefently  afterwards 
the  youth  retired,  perfuaded  he  had  given  Thelif- 
mar  a  high  opinion  of  his  knowledge  and  genius. 
The  next  day  Alphonfo  recoUefted  the  adventure 
of  the  mad  bull,  killed  by  the  prick  of  a  pin  at  the 
Fountain  of  Love,  and  afked  Thelifmar  the  mean- 
ing of  fo  extraordinary  a  death. 

Thelifmar  replied,  he  had  that  very  day  received 
from  an  old  friend  juft  returned  from  America,  a 
poifon,  fo  powerful  and  fubtle,  as  to  produce  the 
effedl  of  which  he  had  been  a  witnefs ;  that  this 
friend  had  given  him  a  cafe,  which  enclofed  the 
fatal  pin  that  had  been  dipped  in  the  poifon,  and 
defigning  to  make  an  experiment  of  its  power,  he 
happened  to  have  it  in  his  pocket  (17). 

But  what  furprizes  me,  faid  Alphonfoj  is,  that 
I  have  never  heard  fpeak  of  this  poifon. 

I  do  not  think  that  fo  very  furprizing,  replied 
Thelifmar ;  for,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  there  are 
many  other  extraordinary  things  of  which  you  have 
never  heard. 

JF6  Ivviir 
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I  will  not  fay  there  are  none,  anfwercd  Alphonfo, 
but  I  dare  prefume  their  number  is  very  limited; 
for  I  have  had  teachers  of  all  forts,  and  am  not 
ignorant ;  add  to  vi^hich,  I  have  read  much,  and 
feen  and  remarked  more. 

What  prompted  Alphonfo  to  brag  with  greater 
confidence  was,  he  fuppofed  he  might  do  fo  with- 
out danger  of  detection  ;  he  looked  upon  Thelif- 
mar  as  a  plain  man,  who  had  only  one  purfuit, 
that  of  botany,  and  imagined  him  to-  be  exceed* 
ingly  ignorant  of  every  thing  elfe ;  in  which  h« 
was  frequently  confirmed,  by  the  natural  referve 
and  modefty  of  Thelifmar. 

Here  Madame  de  Clemire  flopped,  put  up  hef 
manufcript,  and  ended  that  evening's  entertairi- 
jnfnt. 

The  next  nighty,  at  the  ufual  hour,  after  having 
tegged  her  children  not  to  interrupt  her  any  more 
¥y  their  queftions,  Madame  de  Cieraire  thus  coa« 
tinued  her  narration. 

At  length  they  landed  at  Ceuta,.  and  Thelifma} 
iired  a  lodging  for  himfelf  and  Alphonfo,  at  one 
«f  the  beft  houfes  they  could  find., 

Alphoiifo's  firil  care  on  his  arrival,,  was  to 
ivrite  to  his  father  a  long  letter,  very  contrite  anJ 
fubmiflive.  In  this  he  made  a  faithful  confeiTion 
•f  all  his  proceedings,,  implored  his  pardon^  and 
jpermiflion  to  follow  Thelifmar  in  all  his  travels  5 
and  as  the  latter  intentJed  to  ftay  at  Ceuta  long 

crjou^ 
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enough  for  Alphonfo  to  receive  an  aiifwer,  he 
conjured  Don  Ramirez  to  fend  his  orders  in- 
ftantly,  promifing  they  fhould  be  obeyed,  be  they 
what  they  might.  Not  doubting  his  father  had 
returned  to  Beira,  his  letter  was  directed  accord- 
ingly. 

Something  eafier,  after  thus  in  part  relieving 
his  confcience,  Alphonfo  fell  into  his  cuftomary 
habits,  fung,  played  on  his  guittar,  and  drew  va- 
rious flowers,  which  he  thought  mafter-pieces, 
and  which  he  conftantly  carried  to  Thelifmar, 
who  he  continued  to  believe  was  highly  delighted 
with  his  talents. 

Thelifmar  fent  for  him  one  morning,  and  faid 
as  I  knaw  you  are  exceedingly  fond  of  mufic  and 
drawing,  I  thought  I  might  do  you  a  favour,  by 
bringing  you  to  fee  two  very  extraordinaiy  chil- 
dren. One  is  a  little  boy,  who  draws  aftonifhing- 
ly  in  your  ftyle,  and  the  other  a  girl,  who  plays 
charmingly  on  the  harpfichord  ;  come  and  fee 
them. 

So  faying  he  condu<5led  Alphonfo  into  anothes 
room,  but  defired  him.  to  flop  at  the  door  j  for, 
faid  he,  youth  you  know  is  timid  j  and  as  ycu  are 
a  connoifleur,  you  might  difturb  them  were  you 
too  near. 

Very  true,  anfwered  Alphonfo  j  the  girl  bluflied 
a«  we  entered. 
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'  And  can  you  then  obferve  her  emotion,  added 
TheUfmar  ? 

Oh  very  plamly ;  fh®  can  hardly  breathe,  tho' 
her  bofom  heaves. 

All  this  pafled  at  the  far  end  of  the  room  from 
the  young  artifts,  and  Alphonfo,  happy  in  the  fup- 
pofition  of  his  own  repute,  encouraged  the  mu- 
fician  as  flie  played,  calling  out  brava  !  brava  t 
with  as  much  pedantry  and  pride  as  any  other 
demi-connoifleur,  who  ilippofes  a  word  like  that 
from  him  confers  fame  and  fatisfa<Srion. 

When  fhe  had  finiflied  her  fonata,  the  little  mu- 
fician  made  a  low  courtfey ;  Alphonfo  applauded^ 
and  Thelifmar  advanced. 

Come,  faid  he,  now  let  us  fee  the  boy  draw 
«—— ftand  there,  behind  him,  and  then  you  Will 
overlook  his  work  with  more  eafe.  Alphonfo 
followed  his  direftions,  and  remarked,  it  was  odd 
enough  the  child  fhould  keep  his  gloves  on,  and 
furprizing  enough  that  he  fhould  defign  from  his 
own  invention,  without  any  drawing  to  copy 
fe-om. 

And  yet,  faid  Thelifmar,  fee  how  that  flower 
grows  as  it  were,  and  is  embellifhed  beneath  his 
fingers. 

Wonderful !  cried  Alphorifo ;  aftonifliingly  cor- 
re6l  !  Courage,  my  little  fellcw  !  There,  fhade 
that  outline  a  little ;  that's  it !  The  little  ai'gei  ! 

i  declare  I  could  not  do  better  myfclf. 

All 
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All  thefe  praifes  gave  no  difturbance  to  the 
ehiidj  who  continued  his  work  without  remiflion,. 
except  removing  it,  to  obferve  it  at  a  diftance  oc- 
cafionally,  and  blowing  away  the  light  duft  of  the 
crayon. 

When  the  flower  was  finiflied,  Alphonfo  ran. 
direftly  to  kifs  the  child,  and  as  fuddenly  ftarted 
back  with  an  interjection  of  aftonifhment. 

Gently,  faid  Thelifmar,  laughing,  take  care  leit 
you  fliould  demolifli  the  young  artift. 

Good  heaven  !  It's  a  doll  !  a  figure  ! 

It  is  art  autorjjaton  {a). 

And  the  mufician,  what  is  fhe  ? 

Own  fifter  to  the  deligner. 

But  did  I  not  fee  her  breathe  ? 

You  thought  fo;  and  you  really  faw  her  play 
witli  her  fingers  upon  the  harpfichord.  Hence 
you  may  learn,  Alphonfo,  that  it  is  unreafonable 
to  place  too  high  a  value  upon  accomplifhments 
which  automatons  may  poflefs. 

I  will  break  my  guittar  dirfedly,  and  burn  my 
drawings. 

That  would  be  wrong,  anfwered  Thelifmar, 
We  Ihould  be  aftonifhed  to  fee  a  man  pafs  his  life 

(a)  Everybody  at  Paris,  in  1783,  faw  the  Automatons, 
of  which  this  is  a  deicription.  Another  has  fince  been 
fliewn  ftill  more  remarkable,  for  it  plays  at  chefs  with  any 
pcrfon, 

ill 
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in  playing  on  the  guittar,  and  defigning  flowers  j 
but  no  one  would  blame  you,  when  you  ufe  fuch' 
things  only  as  recreations,  by  way  of  agreeably 
faving  time  which  would  otherwife  be  loft,  and 
without  being  proud  of  fuch  trifling  accomplifh ■» 
ments. 

This  leflon  made  fome  impreflion  upon  A3- 
phonfo ;  but  it  was  necefl!ary  he  fhould  receive 
tnany  more,  before  »,  thorough  reformation  could 
be  efFe6ted» 

Thelifmar  was  ready  to  depart  from  Ceuta,  yet 
Alphonfo  had  received  no  letters  from  his  father  :. 
imagining,  therefore,  that  Don  Rami-r-ez  approved 
his  projects,  by  his  not  being  in  anyhafte  to  recall 
him  home,  he  determined  to  proceed  with  The- 
lifmar. 

Some  days  previous  to  their  departure  for  the 
Azore  Iflands,  Alphonfo  who  had  obferved  work- 
men bufy  about  raifing  a  kind  of  machine  in  the- 
garden,  the  ufe  of  which  he  did  not  comprehend^ 
learnt  that  it  was  done  by  the  order,  and  under 
the  direction  of  Thelifmar,  of  whom  he  there- 
fore enquired  its  ufe.  The  proprietor  ©f  this 
houfe  has  told  me,  jfaid  Thelifmar,  that  the  light- 
ning has  twice,  within  thefe  twenty  years,  fallen 
upon  and  damaged  the  building,  and  I  have  pro- 
jmifed  him  it  fhail  do  fo  no  more. 

And  which  way  can  you  prevent  it  T 
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By  means  of  the  thing  you  have  leen, 

I  coiifefs  I  do  not  comprehend. 

That  I  can  readily  believe  ;  and  yet  it  is  not  the 
lefs  true,  that  the  lightning  will  now  fall  at  the 
•ther  end  of  the  garden. 

Four  or  five  days  after,  there  was  a  violent 
thundcr-florm ;  Tlicliimar  went  to  the  u'indow, 
and  pointing  witii  his  cane  towards  a  black  cloud, 
which  was  feen  over  the  houfe,  look,  faid  he,  to  Al- 
phonfo,  at  that  cloud,  it  is  going  foon  to  re- 
move from  us,  and  follow  the  path  wliich  I  ftiall 
dirc6l  :  I  intend  that  itfliall  open,  and  be  difperied 
at  the  end  of  that  walk ;  fo  faying,  Thelifmar 
raifed  his  cane  towards  the  fky,  virile  the  cloud 
feemcd  obedient  to  his  will,  and  durft  not  depart 
from  the  path  which  he  prefcribed  in  the  air  ;  at 
tnat  inftant  he  had  the  appearance  of  an  enchanter, 
who,  by  the  power  of  his  magic  wand,  commanded 
the  elements. 

Good  God  !  cried  Alphonfo,  what  do  I  behold  ! 
You  direcSi  the  clouds  and  they  obey,  they  go  to 
the  fpot  that  you  ordain. 

You  fee  them  afTembled,  faid  Thelifmar,  and 
now  they  {hall  defccnd,  and  the  lightning  fhall 
fall  not  thirty  feet  from  yonder  fpot.  Scarcely 
bad  he  fpoken,  before  the  thunder  began  to  roar, 
and  its  bolts  were  dlfcharged  exa6tly  as  Thelifmar 
prefcribed  (i8)  j  who  then  fliut  his  window  and 

went 
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went  out  of  his  room,  leaving  Alphonfo  petrified 
with  aftoniftiment. 

The  next  day  Thelifmar,  in  prefence  of  AU 
phonfo,  read  aloud  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
Dalinda.  Alphonk)  had  by  this  time  learnt  the 
Swedifh  language,  to  the  iludy  of  which  he  had 
applied  with  great  aifiduit)',  ever  fuice  he  had  fiift 
been  told  Dalinda  was  a  Swede  ;  and.  fmce  he  had 
travelled  with  Thelifmar,  his  progrefs  in  that  lan- 
guage had  been  aftonifhing.  He  war  enchanted 
at  the  letter  of  Dalinda,  and  could  not  reprefs 
his  feelings  v/hile  he  heard  it  read  ;  he  found  an 
inconceivitble  delight  in  underftanding  words  trac- 
ed by  the  hand  of  Dalinda  ;  he  heard  the  ingenuous 
detail  of  her  thoughts  and'fentinients,  and  ima- 
gined he  heard  her  fpeaking  ;  he  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart  and  un- 
derftanding, and  that. knowledge  fixed  for  ever  in 
the  bofom  of  Alphonfo  the  moft  inconftant  of  all 
the  paffions. 

Alphonfo  was  very  defirous  of  having  the  letter 
in  his  own  pofleflion,  and  feeing 'Dalinda's  writing; 
but  Thelifmar,  after  having  read,  put  it  in  the 
drawer  of  his  bureau.  Alphonfo,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  this  drawer,  heard  no  longer  the  dif- 
courfe  of  Thelifmar,  but  fell  into  a  profound 
mufing;  Thelifmar  therefore  took  up  a  book, 
and  Alphonfo  recolleaing  himfelf  left  the  room. 

In 
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In  the  evening  Alphonfo  returned  to  the  fame 
chamber,  and  Thellfmar  rifing  as  he  faw  him  enter, 
iaidj  As  you  know  we  fhall  embark  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  Azores  (a),  I  have  various  or- 
tiers  to  give  5  if  you  will  ftay  here  I  fnall  be  back  in 
half  an  hour.  So  faying,  he  left  Alphonfo  fitting 
oppofite  the  bureau. 

This  bureau  enclofed  the  letter  of  Dalinda,  and 
the  key  was  not  taken  out  of  the  drawer  :  Al- 
phonfo felt  a  temptation,  which  at  firft  he  did  not 
give  way  to  j  he  paflionately  defired  to  open  the 
drawer,  and  once  more  read  the  letter.  He  felt 
how  much  fuch  an  a6lion  was  to  be  condemned^ 
and  yet,  faid  he,  this  is  not  to  pry  into  the  fecrets 
of  Thelifmar  ;  he  has  read  me  the  letter,  I  fliali 
learn  nothing  new  ;  I  only  wifli  to  fee,  to  con- 
template the  writing. 

At  laft,  after  various  ftruggles,  Alphonfo  ftifled 
his  fcruples,  approached  the  bureau,  and  tremb- 
lingly took  hold  of  the  key  ;  but  fcarcely  had  he 
touched  it,  before  he  received  a  ftroke  fo  violent 
that  he  tliought  his  arm  was  broken.     Alphonfo 

(a)  The  Azore  Iflands  are  fituated  between  Africa  and 
America,  about  two  hundred  leagues  from  Lifljon.  Gon- 
2allo  Velio  firft  difcovered  them  about  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  and  called  them  Azores,  or  Hawks,  Horn 
the  number  of  thofe  birds  he  faw  there.  They  are  nine  ia 
number;  the  town  of  Angra,  in  the  Ifland  of  Tercera,  is 
the  capital, 

terrified. 
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terrified,  ftarted  back,  and  fell  into  an  arm  chafr. 
Juft  heaven  !  cried  he,  what  invifible  hand  is  it 
that  ftrikes  ?  (ig) 

The  door  opened,  and  Thelifmar  appeared  ; 
i^hat  have  you  done,  Alphonfo  ?  faid  he,  with  a 
fevere  tone  of  voice. 

Oh,  fir,  replied  Alphonfo,  you,  whofe  fuper- 
natural  art  produces  fo  many  prodigies,  you  fure- 
ly  have  the  power  to  penetrate  my  moft  fecret 
thoughts,  read  them  at  the  bottom  of  my 
heart. 

I  can  read  nothing  there,  anfwered  Thelifmar, 
that  can  excufe  an  a6t  like  this.  Remember  Al- 
phonfo, to  betray  a  truft  is  unpardonable,  and 
that  a  fecond  fault  of  this  kind  would  for  ever  de- 
prive you  of  my  efteem.  As  for  the  myfterious 
key,  cried  Thelifmar,  it  is  only  hoflile  to  indif- 
cretion ;  it  ftrikes  none  but  thofe  who  would  turn 
it  without  my  leave.  I  now  give  you  my  permif- 
fion  to  open  the  drawer,  which  you  may  do  with- 
out danger. 

Alphonfo  advanced,  as  he  was  dcfired,  towards, 
the  bureau,  opened  the  drawer,  and  cried,  yes 
Thehfmar,  I  fee  that  nothing  is  impoffible  to  you  ; 
your  difcourfe  is  full  of  wifiom,  and  your  actions 
®f  aftonifliment :  deign  fir,  ever  to  be  my  guide, 
my  tutelar  genius  1  My  fubmiffion,  affection,  and 
gratitude,  will,  I  hope,  render  me  worthy  of  your 

cares. 
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•arcs.  So  faying,  Alphonfo,  with  a  tender  and 
refpectful  air,  drew  near  to  Thelifmar,  who  onljr 
anfwered  him  by  holding  out  his  arms,  asd  em- 
bracins;  him  with  affection. 

The  next  day,  after  this  adventure,  Thelifmar 
md  his  young  travelling  companion  embarked  for 
the  Azores.  After  a  happy  voyage  they  landed 
>t  the  idand  of  St.  George  {a)  where  they  refted 
for  fome  days. 

Thelifmar  lodged  In  a  fmall  houfe,  the  afpeil 
of  which  pleafed  him  -,  the  owner  was  a  Swede, 
who  had  been  fix  years  in  the  ifland.  As  they 
had  only  one  agreeable  apartment,  Thelifmar  par- 
took his  bed-chamber  with  Alphonfo,  and  had  a 
bed  made  up  for  him  beHde  his  own.  One  night 
as  Alphonfo  and  Thelifmar  were  in  a  found  fleep, 
they  both  awakened,  and  leaped  up  at  the  fame 
moment  j  they  imagined  they  felt  the  violent  fhock 
of  an  earthquake,  and  fled  into  a  fmall  garden, 
whither  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  r.nd  feveral  fcf- 
vants,  who  had  likewife  experienced  the  fame  kn-m 
fation,  ran  for  refuge  ;  the  latter  brought  flam- 
beaux, for  the  darknefs  of  the  night  was  extreme  j 
and  in  expectation  of  a  difafter,  like  that  of 
Lifbon,  they  remained  there  in  great  anxiety  for 
the  fpace  of  three  hours  ;  not  having,  however, 
/cit  llie  Icaft  emotion  during  this  whole  time,  they 

{(t)  Tv\(^elv<:  leagues  from  Ang«. 

determined 
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determined  then  to  return  again  to  the  houfe. 
Thehfmar  and  Alphonfo  did  not  go  to  bed,  but 
converfed  till  day-break. 

Alphonfoj  who  now  no  longer  hid  the  name  of 
his  father  from  Thelifmar,  and  who  had  often  re- 
lated to  him  the  circumftances  of  the  earthquake  ■ 
at  Lifbon,  did  not  let  this  occafion  flip;  but 
again  gave  a  pompous  defcription  of  the  magni- 
ficent palace  of  Don  Ramirez,  and  an  emphatic 
enumeration  of  the  jewels  and  diamonds  he  pof- 
fefTed  before  that  cataftrophe. 

When  day  began  to  appear,  Thelifmar  and 
Alphonfo  went  to  the  window,  whence  they  had 
an  extenfive,  and  moft  unufual  profpe6l;  how 
great  was  their  aflonifhment,  to  fee  the  houfe  they  * 
lived  in,  and  the  garden  totally  feparated  from  the 
land,  and  forming  a  fmall  iHand  in  the  midft  of 
the  fea ;  they  fhuddered  at  the  danger  they  had 
been  in,  and  could  not  conceive  by  what  means 
the  houfe,  which  had  been  thrown  feveral  fathoms 
from  the  main  land,  qould  fuftain  fo  violent  a 
fhock  without  being  deftroyed.  It  is  no  doubt, 
faid  Thelifmar,  the  humble  dwelling  of  a  virtuous 
man,  preferved  in  fo  miraculous  a  manner  by  the 
juflice  of  a  divine  Providence. 

As  Thelifmar  was  fpeaking,  his  chamber-door 
opened,  and  the   mafter  of   the   houfe  entered.  > 
This  venerable  old  man  as  he  approached  The- 
lifmar fetched  a  deep  figh,  and  faid,*!  come  to 

implore 
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implore  your  protection,   fir not  for  myfelf,. 

but  for  my  (on.  Though  fix  years  an  exile  frorai 
my  native  land,  I  have  not  forgot  thofe  men  who 
are  an  honour  to  it ;  your  name,  hr,  is  not  un- 
knov/n  to  me.  Our  Monarch  is  the  protestor  of 
genius  and  fcience  ;  he  honours  you  with  a  parti- 
cular efteem,  i«nd  I  come  to  beg  you  will  give 
me  letters  of  recommendation  for  my  fon. 

Ypu  intend  to  return  into  your  own  country 
then  ? 

Yes,  fir. 

What  accident  firft  brought  you  out  of  it  ? 

I  was  born  in  an  humble  condition ;  but,  not- 
withftauding  the  fmallnefs  of  my  ijicomc,  I  found 
die  means  to  give  my  fon  a  good  education,  much 
fuperior  to  my  rank  of  life.  This  fon  anfwered 
my  expedations  and  cares  fo  well,  that  he  ob- 
tained by  his  merit,  at  five  and  twenty,  an  ho- 
nourable and  lucrative  employment.  Some  time 
after  he  fell  in  love  with  an  amiable,  rich  young 
woman,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  marrying  her, 
when  a  dreadful  accident  obliged  me  to  quit  my 
country.  There  was  a  rich  merchant  who 
lodged  in  my  houfe  ;  this  unliappy  man  was  found 
one  morning  murdered  in  his  bed,  and  his  coffers 
broken  open  and  robbed ;  all  his  fervants  were 
taken  into  cuftody ;  and  I,  of  my  own  accord, 
delivered  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  juftice.     The 

wretch 
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wretch  who  had  committed  the  crrnie  was  my  ac** 
c'ufer ;  I  had  enemies,  and  the  afFair  took  an  ill 
turn.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  cares  and  protedtor  J 
of  my  fon,  as  they  had  not  fufficient  proof,  I  ob- 
tained my  Uberty ;  but  I  could  not  recover  mf 
charadter,  I  could  not  endure  to  live  witli  igno- 
miny, in  a  land  where  I  had  been  generally  be- 
loved, and  determined  to  become  a  voluntary  exile, 
I  endeavoured  to  conceal  my  intentions  from  my 
fon  ;  but  he  guefled  them  too  certainly  from  my 
preparations.  I  fold  the  little  I  pofleired,  and  fe- 
cretly  departed  by  night  j  I  regretted  only  the 
lofs  of  my  fon.  I  left  him,  however,  in  pof- 
fcflion  of  a  good  poft  ;  and  knew  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  misfor-tuncs,  the  young  woman  whonj 
he  loved  ftill  preserved  her  firft  afFedion.  Confo- 
led  by  fuch  ideas,  I  endeavored  to  fupport  the  ex* 
cefs  of  my  misfortunes.  I  travelled  in  a  poft- 
chaife,  and  at  day-break  perceived  myfelf  efcorted, 
fts  it  were,  by  a  ftranger  galloping  on  horfeback  at 
feme  diftance  from  my  carriage  j  I  looked  out 
■  —but  what  was  my  furprize  at  the  fight  of  my 
fon  ;  it  is  impofTible  to  exprefs  what  I  felt ;  I  ftopt, 
jumped  out  of  my  carriage,  and  was  inftantly  in 
my  fon's  arms.     What  haft  thou  done,  cried  I  ? 

My  duty,  anfwered  he. 

But  what  is  thy  defign,  faid  I  ?  bathing  him 
Vith  my  tears. 

T* 
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To  follow  you,  to  confecrate  the  life  you  gave 
to  your  fervice. 

But  thy  poft,  thy  future  fortune. 
I  have  left  them,  abandoned  all  for  your  fake  ; 
all,  even  the  woman  I  love  :  you  fee  me  v/eep, 
yet  do  not  fuppofe,  my  father,  but  that  I  gladly 
facrifice  every  thing  to  you. 

Since  thou  faweft  my  fatal  refolution,  wherefore 
didft  thou  not  oppofe  it  j  knoweft  thou  not  the  af- 
cendant  thou  haft  over  me  ? 

Appearances  condemn  you  ;  and  though  you 
are  dearer  than  ever  to  me  by  your  misfortunes, 
yet  having  loft  your  honour,  your  prefent  flight  is 
necelTary ;  be  comforted,  you  are  ftill  innocent 
and  virtuous. 

And  doft  thou  not  complain  of  thy  own  fate  ? 
My  own  fate  !  can  it  be  happier  !  have  not  I 
now  an  opportunity  to  prove  my  gratitude  and 
filial  affection  ?  To  comfort  my  father  in  his  dif- 
trefs  ?  Shall  not  my  hand  dry  his  tears?  Shall 
not  my  zeal  and  tendernefs  dry  their  fource  ?  Oh, 
yes,  my  father  ;  fuffer  the  love  and  reverence  of 
a  fon  to  drive  from  your  memory  an  unjuft  coun- 
try, ungrateful  relations,  and  faithlefs  friends. 
Heaven  has  deftined  me  to  fulfil  the  facred  du- 
ties of  nature  in  all  their  extent ;  and  fhould  I, 
fhould  you,  complain  of  my  fate  ?  No  ;  you  my 
flither,  who  are  a  model  for  parents,  you  Ihould 
VOL.  II,  G  enjoy 
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enjoy  the  folid  glory,  the  fweet  happinefs  of  having 
formed  by  your  own  inftru6lions,  and  your  own 
example,  a  fon  worthy  of  yourfelf. 

You,  fir,  are  a  father,  continued  the  old  man, 
therefore  can  eafily  imagine  how  readily  I  refigned 
myfelf  thus  fupported  to  my  defliny.  We  tra- 
velled for  fome  time  before  we  fixed  our  abode 
here.  My  fon  undertook  fome  branches  of 
commerce  in  partnerfhip,  and  bought  this 
houfe,  where  we  have  lived  in  a  contented  me- 
diocrity. 

It  was  my  intention  here  to  have  ended  my 
days  ;  but  the  intelligence  which  I  received  about 
two  months  fmce,  has  made  me  change  this  re- 
folution.  My  innocence  at  length  is  fully  ac- 
knowledged J  the  monfter,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  the  murder,  having  committed  new  crimes, 
was  apprehended  and  condemned.  Before  his 
death  he  publicly  acquitted  me,  by  confefTmg 
himfelf  to  be  the  murderer.  Wc  learnt  at  the 
fame  time,  the  young  lady  my  fon  loved  wa« 
ftill  unmarried.  This  has  made  me  wifh  once 
more  to  return  to  my  native  land.  We  intend- 
ed to  have  departed  in  half  a  year ;  but  the  di- 
fafler  of  lafl  night,  and  the  lofs  of  my  houfe,  which 
thoxigh  not  delboyed,  is  no  longer  habitable,  mult 
haflen  my  departure.  It  is  therefore  I  come  to  afk 
recommendatory  letters  of  you,  fir. 

I  will 
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I  will  give  them  you  with  pleafure,  anfwered 
Thelifmar  with  emotion,  and  fuch  as  I  would 
give  a  dear  friend  or  brother.  Oh,  yes  ;  doubt 
not  but  our  juft  and  beneficent  fovereign  will 
worthily  reward  the  virtue  of  your  fon. 

Oh,  fir  !  cried  the  old  man,  with  tears  of  joy 
in  his  eyes,  permit  me  to  bring  him  hither  that  he 
may  thank  you  himfelf. 

So  faying,  he  went  out  without  waiting  for  an 
anfwer  j  and  Thelifmar  turning  towards  Alphonfo, 
faw  him  mournfully  leaning  over  a  chair,  and  co- 
vering his  face  with  his  hands.  Thelifmar  per- 
ceived he  was  weeping  ;  wherefore,  faid  he,  would 
you  hide  your  tears  from  me  ?  Let  them  flow  freely, 
they  are  an  honour  to  your  heart. 

Thelifmar  was  miftaken :  he  attributed  thofe 
tears  to  compaflion,  which  repentance  and  bitter 
remorfe  made  flow.  How  criminal  did  Alphonfo 
feel,  when  he  compared  his  own  conduct  with 
that  of  the  young  man's  whofe  hiflory  he  had  juft 
heard.  This  touching  recital  had  torn  his  very 
heart,  and  made  painful  and  afflidlive  the  fweetelt 
of  all  fenfations,  the  admiration  of  virtue. 

The  old  man  returned,  leading  his  fon  by  the 
hand  ;  Thelifmar  clafpcd  the  young  man  to  his' 
brerift,  renewed  the  promifes  he  had  made  his  fa- 
ther, and  difmifled  them,  penetrated  with  gratitude 
and  joy, 

G  2  Severai 


124         "^"^    TALES    OF    THE    C  A  S  T  L  ff . 

Several  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  foon  arrived  in 
light  boats,  to  inquire  the  fate  of  thofe  who  in- 
habited the  fmall  houfe,  which  they  had  feen  fo 
fuddenly  thrown  as  it  were  into  the  fea  j  they  told 
Thelifmar,  that  all  the  neighbouring  houfes  had 
been  deftroyed,  while  that  belonging  to  Zulafki 
(for  that  was  the  name  of  the  virtuous  young  man) 
had  been  thus  miraculoufly  preferved. 

Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  wenton  board  the  boats, 
and  defired  to  be  conduced  towards  that  part  of 
the  ifland  which  had  fuffered  leaft  from  the  earth- 
quake. Scarce  had  they  made  a  quarter  of  a  league, 
before  they  were  petrified  with  aftonifliment,  at  be- 
holding eighteen  iflands  newly  rifen  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean  (20), 

Ye  new  creations  of  a  juft  and  beneficent  God  ! 
cried  Thelifmar;  ye  new  born  ifles,  how  does  your 
afpect  move  my  heart !  Human  induftry  will  foon 
make  you  fertile.  Oh,  may  you  never  be  inha- 
bited but  by  the  virtuous  ! 

After  having  coafted  along  fome  of  the  iflands, 
Thelifmar  landed,  and  was  received  in  a  houfe 
where  Zulaflci  came  to  rejoin  him  the  fame  even- 
ing. As  Zulafki  embarked  on  board  a  ve/Tel 
bound  for  Lifbon,  in  his  return  to  Sweden,  Al- 
phonfo committed  two  letters  to  his  care  ;  the  one 
for  his  father,  in  which  was  fet  down  their  route, 
and  the  places  they  meant  to  flop  at,  earneftly  con-- 
juring  him  to  write,  and  inform  Alphonfo  of  hi$ 

will 
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will  and  pleafure ;  the  other  for  a  young  man,  who 
lived  in  the  province  of  Beira,  whom  Alphonfo 
entreated  to  write  him  news  of  his  father,  and  to 
whom  Alphonfo  likcwlfe  fent  an  exad  itinerary  of 
his  travels. 

Zulafki,  after  receiving  thefe  letters  and  thofe 
of  Thelifmar,  departed  without  delay ;  and  a  few 
days  after,  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  embarked  for 
the  Canary  Iflands  (a).  Thelifmar  made  a  long 
ftay  at  Teneriff ;  his  firft  obje£l  was  to  go  and 
admire  the  delightful  diftri£l  that  lies  hetween 
Rotava  [b)  and  Rialejo  :  nature  k-cms  there  to 
have  aflembled  all  fhe  has  of  pleafant,  ufeful,  and 
majeftic.  Mountains  covered  with  verdure;  rocks 
which  caft  forth  pure  water }    fertile  meadows, 

(a)  The  number  of  thefe  iflands  is  feven  ;  Teneriff,  Gnat 
Canary,  Gomera,  Palma,  Ferro,  Lancerrotta,  and  Fuerta- 
Centura.  Their  firft  dil'covery  was  ftrongly  contefted  by 
both  the  Spaniards  and  Portugueze,  each  of  which  nations 
claimed  the  exclufive  honour.  It  is,  however,  certain,  the 
Spaniards,  aflifted  by  the  Englifli,  firft  fubdued  them.  Be« 
fide  thefe  feven,  there  are  fix  fmaller  ones  which  furround 
Lancerrotta  :  the  Canaries  were  not  unknown  to  the  an- 
cients ;   they  called  them  the  Fortunate  Iflands. 

(b)  Two  towns  of  TenerlfF.    Laguna  is  the  capital  of 

the  ifland,  and  ftands  near  a  lake  fo  named.  At  the  time  of 
the  conqueft,  about  14x7,  the  Spaniards  called  the  natives 
Guanches  ;  and  the  town  of  Guimar,  in  the  ifland  of  Te- 
neriff, IS  peopled  chiefly  by  the  defcendants  of  thefe  ancient 
Guanchest 

G  3  fields 
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•fields  of  fugar-cane,  vineyards,  woods,  and  fhade^ 
for  ever  green  (a).  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo 
knew  not  how  to  tear  themfelves  from  the  en- 
chanting fpot  i  they  pafied  an  entire  day  there, 
fometimes  walking,  fometimes  fitting  beneath  the 
Ciizdc  of  the  plantain-tree,  reading  pafiages  front 
Ovid,  or  Camoen's  Lufiad. 

Alphonfo's  imagination  full  of  the  agreeable 
ideas  of  fable,  wifhed,  before  he  quitted  that 
charming  place,  to  carve  four  verfes  hehr.djuft 
written  upon  the  bark  of  a  tree  :  he,  for  this  pur- 
pofe  went  to  one  much  like  the  pine  in  appearance, 
drew  his  knife,  began  to  cut,  and  faw  the  blood 
follow  the  v/ound  (21);  tempted  to  fuppofe  he 
had  wounded  a  nymph,  metamorphofed  to  a  tree, 
he  recoiled  with  terror,  and  the  murderous  wea- 
pon dropt  from  his  hand.  Thelifmar  fmiledj  and 
encouraged  him,  by  protefting  there  was  nothing 
miraculous,  nothing  wonderful  in  this  feeming 
prodigy. 

Thelifmar  pafled  fome  days  at  Laguna,  a  large 
and  beautiful  town,  the  houfes  of  which  are  moft 
of  them  embelliftied  by  parterres  and  terraces,  in-^ 
terfe£led  by  immenfe  walks  of  the  orange  and 
lemon  trees ;  its  fountains,  gardens,  and  groves, 
its  lake   and  aquedudt,  together  with   the   cool 

(a)  Sec  Abrcge  de  THiftoire  Gencrale  d«»  Voyaget,  par 
M,  de  la  Harpe,  T&m.  It 
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^inds  by  which  it  is  fefrefhed,  render  it  a  deli- 
cious habitation. 

Thelifmar  pafied  through  feveral  other  towns, 
till  he  came  at  laft  to  one  called  Gulmar,  where 
are  ftill  found  many  families,  the  defcendants  of 
the  Guanches,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  thefe 
jfles.  Thefe  people,  though  they  have  renouncect 
the  idolatry  of  their  favage  anceftors,  have  yet  pre- 
ferved  much  of  their  wild  fuperftitic»n,  and  many 
of  their  old  cufloms. 

One  day,  as  Alphonfo  v/as  walking  alone  by 
the  environs  of  Guimar,  he  ftrayed  thoughtlefsly 
into  an  unfrequented  wood,  in  which  he  was  foon 
loft.  In  fearching  his  way  out,  he  got  entangled 
in  a  thicket,  which  he  could  fcarcely  make  his  way 
through,  and  which  led  to  a  kind  of  defart,  with- 
out trees,  (hrubs,  or  verdure,  a  dry  plain  covered 
\yith  fhellsj  and  bounded  by  a  mountain.  As  he 
beheld  this  difmal  place,  he  recolle£led  that  The- 
lifmar had  more  than  once  advifed  him  never  to 
walk  in  ftrange  places  without  a  guide,  but  this 
rccoUedlion  came  too  late. 

Night  drew  on,  and  Alphonfo  walked  a  little 
farther  ;  at  laft,  overcome  with  fatigue,  he  ftopt 
near  a  hill,  furrounded  vAth  briars,  underwood, 
and  huge  ftones,  heaped  confufedly  on  each  other. 
In  fitting  down  on  one  of  thefe  ftones  he  deftroy- 
ed  die  etjuilibrium  of  others,  which  began  to  roll 
G  4.  with 
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with  confiderable  noife.  Alphonfo  fprang  from 
his  feat  to  avoid  being  hurt,  and  turning  round  he 
obferved  that  the  ftones,  by  being  removed,  had 
ilifcovered  a  cavity  large  enough  for  a  man  to 
enter. 

He  again  drew  near,  and  looking  down  the 
cavity,  faw,  with  furprize,  fteps  like  a  ftair-cafe  : 
incited  by  unconquerable  curiofity  he  entered  the 
iubterranean  grotto,  and  defcended  by  fteps  ex- 
ceedingly fteep :  when  at  the  bottom  he  looked 
upwards,  but  could  no  longer  fee  the  light  of  day. 
He  was  inclined  to  re-afcend,  had  he  not  per- 
ceived a  light  very  diftiniUy  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance.  The  fight  of  this  determined  him  to  ac- 
complifli  an  enterprize  Vv'hich  proniifed  fometliirig 
extraordinary,  and  he  purfued  his  road.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  a  kind  of  obfcure  alley,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  found  a  fpacious  cavern,  lighted  by  lamps 
fufpended  from  the  roof.  Alphonfo  looked  round, 
^nd  faw  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  two  hundred  dead 
bodies,  arranged,  ftanding  againft  the  walls  of 
this  dreary  vault. 

Into  what  place  of  death  has  my  temerity 
brought  rne  r  cried  Alphonfo  ;  it  feems  to  be  the 
cave  of  Polyphemus,  or  perhaps  a  robber,  ftill 
more  inhumane,  and  the  dead  here,  have  no  doubt 
been  the  vidtims  of  his  monllrous  cruelty.  Well, 
if  I  have  not  the  prudence  of  Ulyfles,  at  leaft  I 
have  his  v;ilour, 

Alphonfo 
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Alphonfo  drew  his  fword,  and  determined  to 
fell  his  life  dearly  ;  he  would  not  attempt  to  fly, 
left  he  (hould  be  aflaulted  in  the  obfcure  narrow 
pafTage  ;  he  thought  he  might  more  eafily  defend 
himfelf  in  the  cavern  ;  befides,  that  he  fuppofed  it 
certain  the  afTaffins  had  already  clofed  the  mouth 
of  the  cave.  A  profound  filcnce,  however,  reign- 
ed in  the  dreary  vault,  and  Alphonfo  had  time  to 
confider  the  difmal  and  furprizingobjeds  by  which 
he  was  environed. 

He  remarked,  that  none  of  the  bodies  feemed  to 
fufFcr  putrefadion,  or  fent  forth  the  leaft  fmell, 
but  that  they  had  all  preferved  their  features. 
Alphonfo  was  lofl  in  thcfe  refledlions,  when  he 
thought  he  heard  the  trampling  of  feet ;  he  liftened 
attentively,  and  foon  diftinguifhed  the  voices  of 
people  fpeaking  in  an  unknown  tongue. 

Alphonfo  would  not  begin  the  combat,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  it  might  not  be  their  intention  to 
attack  him,  but  placed  his  back  againfl  the  wall, 
hid  his  fword,  and  was  filent ;  he  foon  faw  twelve 
«ien  appear,  walking  flowly  two  and  two,  and 
cloathed  after  a  ftrange  fafhion.  Their  peaceable 
and  grave  countenances  dixl  not  announce  any 
thing  inimical ;  but  no  fooner  did  they  fee  Al- 
phonfo, than  uttering  fhricks  of  horror,  rage  and 
indignation  blazed  in  their  countenances.  They 
drew  the  long  daggers  which  they  carried  at  their 
G  5  g'ldles. 
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girdles,  and  fell  inftantly  altogether  on  Alphonfo^ 
who,  biTindifhing  his  fword,  received  them  with 
intrepidity. 

The  combat  was  obftinate  and  bloody ;  the  ad- 
drefs  and  valour  of  Alphonfo  triumphed  overnum-- 
bers,  and  though  alone  againft  twelve  enraged 
foes,  he  was  the  conqueror.  He  received  two 
flight  wounds,  but  his  fword  was  mortal  to  fome 
of  his  adverfarics,  and  the  reft  fled,  terrified  and 
howling. 

Once  more  alone  in  the  cavern,  Alphonfo  tore 
his  handkerchief,  applied  it  to,  and  bound  it  on 
his  wounds  with  his  garter ;  then  cutting  with  his 
fword  the  thong  by  which  one  of  the  lamps  was 
fufpended,  he  took  that  lamp,  and  returned  with- 
out delay ;  he  again  followed  the  dark  alley,  ar- 
rived at  the  ftair-cafe,  haftily  afcended,  found  the 
cavity,  and  leapt  from  this  frightful  gulph  with 
tranfport. 

He  imagined  himfelf  leaving  the  gates  of  hell, 
and  returning  again  to  life,  when  he  breathed  the 
pure  air,  and  once  more  beheld  the  ftarry  heavens. 
Qh  !  my  father  !  exclaimed  he ;  Oh  !  Dalinda ! 
and  you  dear  Thelifmar,  fhall  I  enjoy  the  happi- 
nefs  of  feeing  you  once  again  j  you  alone  make 
life  dear  to  me,  and  fliould  I  not  preferve  it,  fmce 
with  life  I  may  perhaps  attain  what  moft  I  love  ? 

It  was  the  decline  of  day  when  Alphonfo  enter- 
ed the  cavern,  and  near  midnight  when  he  left  it ; 

guided 
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guided  by  the  brightuefs  of  the  moon  and  ftars, 
Alphonfo  fled  this  fatal  cave,  and  after  wander- 
ing full  three  hours,  flopped,  as  day  began  to 
break, .  near  a  lake,  adorned  by  the  lemon-tree 
and  poplar  :  tormented  by  exceffivc  thirft,  the 
fight  of  limpid  water  rekindled  his  power  and 
courage  ;  he  drank  heartily,  and  eat  of  the  wild 
fruits  ;  yet  found  himfelf  afterwards  fo  feeble  and 
exhaufted,  he  could  no  longer  continue  his  route, 
but  laid  down  upon  the  grafs,  oppofite  to  a  moun- 
tain covered  with  verdure,  and  here  and  there  a 
tree.  He  repofed  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
in  this  wild  and  folitary  place,  when  the  heavens 
became  cloudy,  the  wind  began  to  rife,  and  fome 
drops  of  rain  to  fall;  the  rain  foon  ceafed,  but 
the  wind  continued  widi  redoubled  fury.  Alphonfo- 
rofe,  looked  towards  the  mountain,  and  faw  a 
fight  that  filled  him  with  afloniiliment. 

On  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  he  beheld  an- 
enormous  pillar  rife,  the  colour  of  which  feemed 
gold  towards  the  bafe,  and  at  the  top  a  beautifully 
deep  violet.  This  pillar  defcended  with  impetuofity 
from  the  mountaiii,  breaking  and  overturning  tlia 
trees  that  ftood  in  it's  way,  attracting  and  en- 
gulphing  leaves  and  branches,  and  tearing  up 
fome  by  the  roots  ;  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tain it  pafTed  over  a  ditch^  which  it  filled  with 
Hones  and  earth  ;  it's  paiTage  was  marked  by  deep- 
G  6  furrows,: 
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furrows,  and  during  it's  dreadful  and  rapid  courfc, 
it  made  a  noife  like  to  the  bellowing  of  a  bull. 

The  formidable  column  directed  it's  way  to- 
wards the  Lake,  pumping  up  the  water,  and  leaving 
the  vaft  bafin  dry ;  then  turning  towards  the 
north,  it  was  loft  in  a  neighbouring  foreft  (22). 

To  this  phenomenon  fucceeded  a  deftruilive 
hail,  the  ftones  of  which  were  enormoufly  large; 
they  feemed  cut  in  the  form  of  a  ftar,  and  were 
accompanied  with  long  fplinters  of  ice,  like  the' 
jharp  blades  of  poniards  (23.)  Alphonfo  took 
refuge  under  a  tree,  and  preferved  himfelf  as  well 
as  pofHble  with  his  hat,  which  he  held  at  fome 
diftance  from  his  head,  though  he  received  feveral 
wounds  on  his  hands. 

The  tempeft  at  length  ceafed,  the  fky  became 
calm,  and  Alphonfo,  full  of  amazement,  wounded, 
bruifed,  famifhed,  and  fatigued,  once  more  pur- 
fued  his  forrowful  way.  In  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  he  perceived  with  exceffive  joy  a  human 
habitation  j  it  belonged  to  a  Spaniard,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  humanity.  Alphonfo  informed 
him  he  had  been  attacked  by  affaffins,  and  learnt 
in  return,  he  was  not  more  than  two  leagues  and 
a  half  from  Guimar. 

Not  in  a  condition  to  continue  his  route  on 
foot,  he  determined  to  repole  for  a  few  days,  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  Thelifmar,  which  the  Spaniard 
kindly  undertook  to  fend  ;  Aft«r  which  Alphonfo, 

profiting 
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profiting  by  the  humane  offers  of  his  compaflionate , 
hoft,    accepted   food,    fuftered  him  to  drefs  his 
wounds,  and  was  put  into  an  excellent  bed  made 
Mp  for  his  reception. 

After  fleeping  three  or  four  hours,  he  awoke, 
rofe,  and  drefled  himfelf  j  the  firft  perfon  he  met, 
at  leaving  the  chamber,  was  Thelifmar  ;  he  ran 
to  his  arms,  Thelifmar  received  him  with  a  ten- 
dernefs  as  fmcere  as  his  heart  could  wifh.  He  was 
going  to  begin  the  recital  of  his  adventures,  when 
Thelifmar  interrupted  him,  by  telling  him  he 
would  hear  nothing  then,  but  muft  think  only  of 
his  cure.  A  carriage  waits  for  us,  faid  he;  come, 
let  us  take  leave  of  the  generous  and  hofpitable 
Spaniard,  and  return  to  Guimar, 

As  he  faid  this  the  Spaniard  returned,  followed 
bythe  meflenger,  who  had  brought  back  Alphonfo's 
letter  to  Thelifmar ;  he  gave  it  to  Alphonfo^ 
telling  him  that  Thelifmar  had  juft  left  Guimar 
as  he  got  there.  How  then,  faid  Alphonfo  to 
Thelifmar,  did  you  know  I  was  here,  if  you  have 
not  received  my  letter  ?  Of  thatl  will  inform  you 
another  time,  anfwered  Thelifmar,  fmiling  i  at 
prefent  it  is  time  we  fliould  depart, 

Alphonfo  turning  now  towards  his  hoft,  tefli- 
fied  the  warmeft  gratitude  ;  then  mounted  the  car- 
riage with  Thelifmar,  and  took  the  road  to  Gui- 
mar. Thelifmar  would  not  allow  him  to  exhauft 
himfelf  with  fpeaking,   but  as  fgoa  as  they  got 

home. 
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home,,  put  him  to  bed,  where  he  flept  twelve 
hours,  and  awoke  in  perfe6l  health.  Thelifmar 
then  defired  an  account  of  what  had  hap- 
pened to  him,  Alphonfo  began  his  recital,  with 
informing  Thelifmar  the  things  he  had  to  relate 
were  fo  extraordinary  and  miraculous,  he  was 
afraid  they  might  be  thought  fabulous  ;  and  yet 
Thelifmar  heard  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  cavern^ 
without  feeming  to  fhew  the  leaft  furprize  j  which 
did  not  fail,  however,  greatly  to  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  Alphonfo,  and  which  he  could  not 
refrain  from  teftifying.- 

Dear  Alphonfo,  faid  Thelifmar,  had  you  a  little 
more  thought,  and  a  little  lefs  vanity,  you  had 
not  in  the  firft  place  ran  the  terrible  rifk  you  fpeak 
of,  and  in  the  next  it  would  ceafe  to  furprize  you.- 

I  can  eafily  imagine,  anfwered  Alphonfo,  had  I 
been  more  prudent  I  bad  followed  your  advice, 
and  not  have  wandered  in  a  Arrange  country  with- 
out a  guide  ;  but  which  way  has  my  vanity  con- 
tributed to  my  aftoniftiment  ? 

Were  it  not  for  that,  I  repeat,  you  would  not 
have  been  in  any  danger.  In  every  place  you 
have  come  to  yet,  I  have  feen  you  occupied  by 
one  fole  idea>  that  of  being  very  defirous  to 
inform  and  aftonilh  all  the  world  by  the  recital  of 
the  wonderful  things  you  have  feen.  We  have 
met  with  many  men  of  merit,  Botanifts,  Aftrono- 
niers,  Mathematicians,  and  Mechanics,  to  whom 

you 


THE   TALES   OF   THE    CASTLE.         135 

you  have  fpoken  a  great  deal,  and  liftened  very 
little.  When  you  come  to  a  ftrange  country,  if 
you  find  any  perfon  to  whom  you  can  make  your- 
felf  underftood,  you  are  careful  not  to  afk  them  a 
fmgle  queftion,  but  very  anxious  they  fliould  learn 
all  you  can  teach  them.  This  kind  of  folly  gives 
no  one  an  opinion  of  your  great  capacity,  but 
deprives  you  of  the  fruits  of  all  your  travels.  If, 
for  example,  fince  you  have  been  here,  inftead  of 
amufing  yourfelf  fo  repeatedly  by  telling  what 
happened  to  you  at  the  Azores,  you  had  afked  the" 
people  concerning  the  curious  things  in  their  own 
country,  and  it's  ancient  inhabitants,  you  would 
have  known  your  cavern  had  nothing  miraculous 
about  it,  and  that  to  enter  it  muft  be  at  the  hazard 
of  your  life. 

Which  way,  fir  ? 

By  being  told  the  cavern  is  one  of  the  fepulchral 
depofits  of  the  Guanchesr  Thefe  ancient  caves 
are  difperfed  in  the  defarts,  and  are  only  known  to 
the  Guanches,  who  carefully  conceal  the  entrance 
to  them.  They  vifit  them  only  in  fecret ;  and  if 
they  find  a  ftranger  there,  they  hold  him  facrile- 
gious,  a  vi6liin  devoted  to  death  ;  and  from  mo- 
tives of  barbarous  fuperftition,  think  it  their  duty 
to  kill  him  (24). 

Well,  fir,  faid  Alphonfo,  a  little  piqued,  I  owe 
at  leaft  to  my  ignorance  and  want  of  thought, 

the 
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the  advantage  of  having  feen  one  of  thefe  curious 
caverns. 

I  have  killed  no  man  in  my  own  defence,  an- 
fwered  Thelifmar ;  I  have  fufFered  neither  hunger 
nor  thirft ;  I  have  not  lain  in  the  inclem«nt  air, 
nor  have  I  afflidled  my  friend  by  the  moft  cruel 
*  anxiety  j  and  yet  I  have,  as  w^ell  as  you,  been  in 
a  fepulchral  cave  of  theGuanches. 

Have  you  !  How  did  you  get  admittance  ? 

I  knew  thefe  caverns  exifted,  had  a  ftrong  defire 
to  fee  them,  found  an  opportunity  of  efFedually 
ferving  a  Guanch,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  fecretly 
conduiSl  and  fliew  me  one  of  them. 

Alphonfo  had  nothing  to  anfwer,  but  held  dowrr 
his  head,  and  was  iilent ;  reco}Ie61:ing  himfelf  a 
little  after,  he  continued  thus  :  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  what  I  Ihall  farther  relate  may  yet  incite 
your  wonder.  After  quitting  the  cavern,  I  ran 
at  firft  where  chance  diredled  me  :  coming  to  the 
banks  of  a  Lake 

You  need  fay  no  more,  interrupted  Thelifmar, 
I  know  the  reft. 

Know  the  reft  !  how  can  that  be  ?  I  was  alone, 
and  I  have  told  nobody  ! 

After  drinking  the  water  of  the  Lake,  you  ga- 
thered feme  wild  fruits,  laid  down  on  the  grafs, 
and  a  dreadful  tempeft  arofe.— — 

Good  heavens  !  by  what  magic,  what  enchant- 
ment, can  you  tell  all  this  ? 

The 
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The  column  defcended  from  the  mountain,  (he 
I/ake  was  dried  up,  and 

What  do  I  hear  !  exclaimed  Alphonfo  ;  conde- 
fccnd,  fir,  to  explain  this  new  miracle  j  who  can 
have  told  you  thefe  things  ? 

No  one  J  I  beheld  them  all. 

Beheld  them  !  where  were  you  ? 

Here  at  Guimar,  upon  my  terrace. 

That  was  three  leagues  diftant  from  me  ! 

Very  true  j  and  yet  I  repeat  it,  I  faw  you  all 
the  while. 

I  can  no  longer  doubt !  O  Thelifmar !  you  are 
fome  fupernatural  being ! 

A  man,  my  dear  Alphonfo  ;  and  by  no  means 
one  of  the  wifeft. 

Explain  then  this  Arrange  enigma  ! 

A  day  would  not  be  fufficiexit  i  I  miaht  ZZ^t'y 
teach  you  terms  and  names,  and  fhew  you  certain 
efFeds,  but  this  would  be  treating  you  like  a 
child.  If  you  wifh  to  know  caufes,  you  mull 
gain  more  folid  inftrudion. 

It  is  what  I  wifti ;  inftrudlion  fuch  as  your's, 
which  can  make  me  comprehend  your  a£lions. 

"Well,  I  will  lend  you  books  :  and  when  yoa 
have  read  them  with  attention,  we  will  converfe 
together.  I  will  then  begin  to  unveil  fome  of 
thofe  mj'fteries  at  which  you  are  fo  much  fur- 
prifcd. 

Oh 
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Oh  give  me  thofe  precious  books  ;  fee  with 
what  ardour  I  will  fludy  them  j  how  utterly  I  will 
rejed  all  other  books. 

I  do  not  wifh  you  fo  to  do  ;  but  the  contrary. 
You  love  poetry  J  cherilh  that  predikaion  j  but 
read  none  but  good  poetry ;  leave  novels,  and 
read  books  that  fhall  teach  you  to  know  yourfelf  j 
dedicate  two  hours  a  day  to  the  books  1  fhall  give 
you  ;  think  much,  fpeak  little,  and  be  attentive 
to  others  j  this  is  all  I  afk. 

Thelifmar  then  took  Alphonfo  to  his  clofet, 
and  gave  him  a  few  books  ;  when  you  have  read 
thofe,  faid  he,  I  will  communicate  a  treafure  to 
you,  which  will  finifli  the  work  of  inftruaion. 
Look  at  that  cheft  j  it  contains  the  treafure  I 
talk  of. 

An  !  2am  Alphoii^o,  fighins:^  muft  I  never  hope 

for  other  reward  ! He  ftopt  and  blufhed,  and 

the  tears  guftied  in  bis  eyes, 

Alphonfo,  replied  Thelifmar,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  deny  that  I  love  you ;  but  to  obtain  the  reward 
to  which  you  afpire,  you  muft  become  worthy  of 
my  efteem. 

Oh  my  father  !  cried  Alphonfo,  falling  at  the 

knees  of  Thelifmar  ^  yes  !  my  father  !  permit  me 

the  ufe  of  a  word  fo  dear,  and  expea  every  thing 

from  mc ;  I  will  obtain  that  precious  efteem,  that 

efteem,  without  which  I  could  not  live  :    what 

muft  I  perform  ?   Speak. 

C  erred 
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Corre<Sl  yourfelf  of  a  thoufand  defc<Sts,  and 
efpecially  of  your  ridiculous  vanity  j  rid  yourfel£ 
of  ignorance,  and  acquire  ufeful  knowledge. 

Every  thing  will  be  eafy  to  me. 

Know  then,  I  have  read  you  heart.  I  authorize 
your  hopes  ;  but  I  require  you  fliould  never  con- 
verfe  with  me  on  that  fubje61:. 

Never  !  Oh  heaven !- ...  Nor  of  the  objeil 
of 

Never  pronounce  her  name. 

Dreadful  fentence  ! 

To  which  you  muft  fubmit :  and  remember  if 
you  would  gain  my  efteem,  you  muft  begin  by 
proving  the  empire  you  have  over  yourfelf. 

Well ;  I  fubmit  with  joy— -but  fuppofe  you 
mentiori  her  name  ? 

You  then  may  anfwer ;  othenvne  never  utter 
a  word,  which  can  be  conftrued  into  the  leaft 
reference. 

I  obey  J  happily  you  have  not  forbad  me  to 
think. 

No  J  I  permit  you  fometimes  to  think  of  her. 

Sometimes  !  Ever  j  not  a  moment  of  my  life, 
but 

What  retracing  already  ? 

Which  way  ? 

Have  not  you  promifed  nie  ferioufly  to  follow 
your  ftudies  ? 

Moft  certainly. 

And 
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And  how  may  that  be,  if  you  always  think  of 
Dalinda  ? 

Dalinda  !  heaven  be  praifed  !  I  did  not  firft 
pronounce  her  dear  name. 

Is  it  thus,  Alphonfo,  you  keep  your  engage- 
ment ?  Is  it  thus  you  will  drive  Dalinda  from 
your  imagination,  every  time  we  read  or  fpeak 
together  ? 

Not  mention  her  !  nor  think  of  her  !  how  is  it 
p«>ffible  ? 

Every  thing  is  pofllble  to  reafon. 

But  the  effort  will  be  fo  painful,  fo  cruel :  how- 
ever, I  will  endeavour  ;  my  fubmiifion  to  you  is 
unbounded,  for  there  is  nothing  you  have  not  the 
right  to  exact,  and  the  power  to  obtain. 

Here  Madame  de  Clemire  broke  off  fpr  the 
evenmg,  ana  lent  ner  children  to  reft,  who  dreamf 
all  night  of  nothing  but  walking  pillars  and  en- 
chanted caverns  ;  they  fuppofed  that  Madame  de 
Clemire  had  told  by  this  time,  every  thing  fhe 
could  colle6l  that  was  marvellous  and  extraor- 
dinary ;  but  fhe  affured  them,  what  they  had  heard 
was  little  in  comparifon  to  what  fhe  fhould  relate, 
for  fhe  had  referred  for  the  denouement  incidents 
ftill  more  furprifuig.  This  affurance  redoubled 
-the  extreme  curiofity  of  her  little  family,  which 
Madame  de  Clemire  fatisiied  in  the  evening  by 
thus  continuing  her  tale  : 

Alphonfo, 
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Alphonfo,  notwithftanding  the  laws  prefcribed 
by  Thelifmar,  thought  hinifelf  the  h-mpieft  of 
mortals  ;  his  pailion  was  authorized  by  the  father 
of  Dalinda,  he  might  reaibiiably  entertran  the 
fondeft  hopes.  Nothing  was  wantmg  to  his  feli- 
city, but  a  letter  from  Don  Ramirez,  containing 
a  grant  of  the  pardon  he  had  implored. 

Thelifmar  did  not  leave  the  Canary  Iflands, 
■without  firft  vifiting  the  famous  Peak  of  TenerifF 
(a)  ;  after  which  he  embarked  for  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands.  Durmg  the  voyage,  Alphonfo  fol- 
lowed with  ardour  the  plan  Thelifmar  had  pre- 
fcribed for  his  lludics  ;  but  he  had  great  difficulty 
to  fupprefs  his  continual  inclination  to  fpeak  of  his 
palBon,  he  v/as  prevented  only  by  the  fear  of  of- 
fending Thelifmar  j  and  iHll  he  would  occafionally 
hazard  feme  indirect  allulxons,  the  true  fenfe  of 
which  Thelifmar  would  not  underftand. 

At  laft  Alphonfo,  unable  longer  to  endure  this 
conftraint;  imagined  a  means  to  break  filence, 
which  appeared  to  him  fublime.  He  preferved 
the  falh  of  Dalinc'a,  as  a  thing  the  moft  precious 

in  his  poflcffion  ,  this,  notwithftanding  the  great- 

* 
(a)  This  mountan-.  liTes  in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf 
in  the  middle  of  the  ifland  of  TenerifF}  its  height  is  fo 
prodigiou?,  that  the  length  of  ihe  road,  which  winds  along 
the  mountain  to  attain  it's  fuminit,  is  faid  to  be  15  leagues; 
and  yet  they  fay,  the  mountain  called  Chimbo-Raco,  one  of 
the  Cordileries  in  Peru^  i-s  much  higher. 

nefs 
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nefs  of  the  facrifice,  he  determined  to  give  back 
to  Thelifmar  ;  the  {iippofition  that  he  fhould  thus 
enjoy  the  pleafure  of  fpeaking  of  his  paflion,  and 
of  Dalinda,  the  hope  that  Thelifmar  would  con- 
fider  this  a£l  as  proceeding  from  an  eftimable  de- 
licacy, and  the  poflibility  that  he  might  therefore 
refufe  the  fafti,  were  his  inducements.  Full  of 
thefe  ideas,  Alphonfo  entered  one  morning,  with 
a  triumphant  air,  the  apartment  of  Thelifmar.  t  ' 
come,  faid  he,  to  make  a  confeffion,  which  muft 
be  followed  by  a  painful  facrifice. 
Of  what  nature  ? 

You  muft  firft  give  me  your  permiflion — —to 
fpeak  of  her— —I  only  afk  to  accufe  myfelf,  to 
repair  my  fault. 

Well,  well,  let  us  hear ;  explain,  explain ; 
though  I  dare  engage  the  fault  is  not  very  im- 
portant. 

In  my  eyes  it  is ;  feelings  the  moft  forcible, 
the  moft  affe<5lionate,  on  which  the  deftiny  of  my 
life  depend. 

Come  to  the  point  ?  what  have  you  to  tell  me  ? 

You  know  to  what  excefs  I  love  Dalinda. 

Your  preface  difpleafes  me,  Alphonfo. 

But  it  is  neceflary ;  it  leads  to  the  confeiTion  of 

my  fault.     The  day  on  which  I  firft  faw  Dalinda, 

on  which    I    received    a   new  exiftence,    after 

your  cruel  departure,  overcome  and  loft  in  grief, 

I  wandered  like  one  diftrafted,  feeking  in  vain 

fome 
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fome  traces  of  the  celeftial  Being  I  had  beheld  ; 
conducted  at  laft  by  fome  fecret  charm,  I  returned, 
approached  the  Fountain  of  LoVe,  where  chance, 
or  rather  the  God  of  the  Fountain,  moved  by  my 
defpair,  gave  into  my  hands  a  pledge  the  deareft, 
the  mofl  precious. 

Dalinda's  fafh,  you  mean,  interrupted  Thelif- 
mar,  I  recollect  (he  loft  it. 

Behold  it  here,  cried  Alphonfo,  with  cmphafis, 
drawing  it  from  his  pocket ;  behold  that  fa(h,  the 
fole  confolation  of  an  unfortunate  lover :  I  pof- 
fefled  it  without  your  knowledge  ;  it  was  wrong  ; 
I  have  not  the  happy  right  to  keep  it  i  a  well 
founded  delicacy  obliges  me  thus  to  furrender  it. 

Your  fcruples  are  very  juft,  replied  Thelifmar  ; 
give  it  me,  give  it  me,  added  he,  taking  the  fafh; 
and  I  promife  to  return  it,  Alphonfo,  the  very  firfl: 
proof  I  ihall  receive  from  you  of  real  fmcerity  and 
confidence. 

How  !  cried  Alphonfo,  thunderftruck,  do  you 
doubt  my  fmcerity  ? 

I  have  great  right  fo  to  do,  at  the  very  moment 
you  employ  artifice. 

Artifice  ! 

You  blufh,  Alphonfo,  and  well  you  may ;  but 
I  dare  hope,  had  you  fucceeded  in  deceiving  me, 
your  confufion  would  have  been  ftill  greater ;  had 
you  feen  me  delighted  with  your  candour,  your  de- 
licacy,  your  generofity,  tell  me  how  you  would 

have 
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have  looked,  how  you  would  have  behaved,  while 
hearing  your  own  falfe  praifes  ? 

Alas  !  faid  Alphonfo,  and  fhed  the  tear  of  re- 
pentance, you  know  my  heart  better  than  I  do 
myfelf ;  I  own,  I  only  fought  a  pretext  to  fpeak  of 
Dalinda. 

And  you  hoped  I  fhould  be  your  dupe  j  hoped 
I  fnould  return  the  fafh. 

I  was  deceived  i  convinced  by  falfe  reafoning. 

No ;  tis  now  you  are  deceived  ;  you  never 
were  convinced ;  we  cannot  hide  from  ourfelves, 
what  is  in  it's  own  nature  blameable :  in  vam 
would  fpecious  reafons  gloze  over  actions,  and 
call  them  noble,  delicate,  refined  :  the  heart  and 
the  confcience  give  fuch  reafonings  the  lie  ! 

What  have  I  done  I  Oh  Thelifmar  !  has  this 
fault,  the  whole  extent  of  which  I  now  perceive, 
has  it  deprived  me  of  your  efteem  without  return  ? 

No  ;  your  ingenuous  manner  of  acknowledg- 
ing it  J  the  fmcerity  of  your  repentance,  the 
negledled  education  you  have  received,  and  your 
confequent  want  of  refledlion,  all  plead  in  your 
excufe.  Did  I  think  cumiing  a  part  of  your  cha- 
rafter,  I  fhould  then  hold  you  paft  hope ;  but, 
notwithftanding  the  unworthy  fubterfuge  you  hz\e 
juft  been  guilty  of,  I  read  franknefs  and  candour 
in  your  bofom  ;  and  I  am  certain,  Alphonfo,  you 
will  yet  vanquifh  your  defeats. 

The 
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The  concluding  fentence  gave  a  little  fatlsfac- 
tion  to  Alphonfo,  who  pron^ifed  within  himfelf  ta 
let  no  occafion  flip  of  dcnlonftratirig  his  reforma- 
tion to  Thelifmar. 

Our  travellers  landed  firft  at  the  ifland  of  Goree;_ 
from  thence  they  went  to  Rufifco,  and  afterwards 
hy  land  to  Fort  St.  Louis,  on  the  Senegal.  They 
faw  the  Sereres,  a  Negro  nation,  whofe  hofpitality, 
fnnplicity,  and  gcntknefs,  they  admired  j  theTe 
virtues  are  undoubtedly  the  efFe6t  of  their  love  of 
labour  and  agriculture,  which  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhes  them  from  moft  other  £ivagcF,  who 
are  generally  indolent,  and  difdain  to  cultivate  the 
earth. 

One  night  as  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo,  witli 
their  guides  and  companions,  were  rambling  in 
a  fandy  and  defart  place,  they  faw  a  miraculous 
tree,  the  height  of  which  did  not  exceed  fixty  or 
feventy  feet,  while  it's  m^nftrous  trunk  was  above 
ninety  in  circumference  ;  it's  lower  branches  pro- 
jected almoft  horizontally,  and  as  they  were  pro- 
digioufly  large  and  long,  their  own  weight  bent 
them  almoft  to  the  ground ;  infomuch  that  they 
found  beneath  this  fingle  tree,  a  vaft  and  extenfive 
kind  of  grove,  which  might  eafily  give  fhelter  to 
three  or  four  hundred  men  (25). 
-  After  having  admired  this  aftonifliing  produc- 
tion of  nature,  our  travellers  continued  their  route, 
A  few  paces  from  the  tree  they  beheld  a  lion, 
VOL.  II,  H  extended 
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extended  on  the  ground,  and  fectningly  dead< 
Alphonfo  was  determined  to  examine  the  animal 
nearer,  and  Thelifmar  followed.  When  they 
caaie  up  to  him,  they  found  he  ftill  breathed,  but 
:was  vvithout  power  and  motion,  and  apparently 
expiring  ,  his  jaws  were  open,  full  of  pifmires, 
and  bloody. 

Alphcnfo  pitied  the  creature,  wiped  away  the 
infects  that  tormented  him  with  his  handkerchief, 
then  taking  a  bottle  of  water  from  his  pocket, 
poured  it  all  down  his  thxoat,  while  Thelifmar 
held  the  end  of  a  piftol  to  tlie  entrance  of  that  • 
terrible  jaw,  in  cafe  of  a  too  fudden  recovery. 
The  lion  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  water,  and 
feemed  with  his  languifhing  eyes  to  thank  with 
great  .expreffion  and  gratitude  the  companionate 
Alphonfo,  who  did  not  leave  him  till  he  had  ad- 
jniniftered  every  fuccour  in  his  power. 

Alphonfo  and  Thelifmar  rejoined  their  fmall 
company,  and  followed  a  path  that  led  through 
/ome  exccflively  high  grafs.  As  Thelifmar  was 
walking  on  before,  at  the  end  of  the  meadow  he 
fell  into  a  kind  of  pit,  and  fuddenly  difappeared. 
Alphonfo  ran  and  faw  him  fitting  in  the  pit. 
Thelifmar  faid  he  had  got  a  fprain,  and  that  it  was 
impoffiblc  he  fhould  rife  and  walk  without  his 
afliftance.  As  Alphonfo  was  going  to  defcend 
and  take  him  in  his  arms,  he  fuddenly  heard  a 
direadful  hiifing,  *;Bd  faw  a  monftrous  ferpent,  at 

kait 
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icaft  twenty  feet  long,  in  the  pit,  with  head  erect, 
making  towards  Thelifmar,  who,  after  an  effort 
to  rife,  fell  helplefs  again  among  the  grafs  (26). 

Alphonfo  inftantly  leaped  into  the  pit,  placed 
himfelf  between  Thelifmar  and  the  Serpent,  drew 
his  fword,  attacked  the  horrid  Reptile,  and  with 
a  vigorous  and  firm  ftroke,  fevered  his  head  from 
his  body ;  then  turning  to  Thelifmar,  he  helped 
him  up,  and  lifted  him  out  of  the  pit. 

Thelifmar  embraced  Alphonfo  ;  you  have  faved 
my  life,  faid  he,  I  could  neither  defend  myfelf  nor 
fly  ;  the  Serpent  was  coming  to  attack  me,  and 
his  bite  is  mortal,  I  promife  you,  Dalinda  fhall 
be  informed  of  this.  Alphonfo  was  too  much 
agitated  to  anfwer,  but  preffed  Thelifmar  with 
tranfport  to  his  bofom.  Gently,  faid  Thelifmar, 
fmiling,  take  care  of  my  right  arm,  it  is  broken. 

Broken  !  cried  Alphonfo  ;  good  God  ! 

Had  it  not,  do  you  think  I  would  not  have  de- 
fended myfelf.? 

And  you  have  not  uttered  the  leaft  fymptom  of 
complaint  or  pain  ! 

You,  dear  Alphonfo,  have  no  right  at  leaft  tp 
be  furprized  at  the  fortitude  of  others. 

Oh  my  father  !    replied  Alphonfo,  I  want  the 

fortitude  to  fee  you  fuffer  ;  come,  let  us  join  our 

company.     He  then  raifcd  Thelifmar  gently  on 

his  flioulders,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  he  could  fay, 

H  2  canicd 
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Circrled  him  without  {topping,  to  where  their  com- 
panions were  waiting. 

'  Thelifmar  was  oWiged  to  remain  in  one  of  the 
Negro  huts,  where  he  was  humanely  received* 
He  had  a  furgeon  with  him,  who  fet  his  armj, 
and  in  about  eight  or  ten  days  he  continued  his 
route. 

They  came  to  the  country  of  Foulis.  The 
,]«ng  of  thefe  favages  calls  himfelf  Siratick,  and' 
Xome  travellers  give  this  name  to  his  kingdom.. 
He  entertained  Thelifmar  and  his  companions  with 
great  hofpitality,  and  propofed  they  fliould  ac- 
company him  to  the  chace  of  a  lion,  which, 
-jvithin  a  few  days  had  committed  great  ravages  in 
jiis  flates. 

The  king,  young,  courageous,  and  defirous  to 
fiaew  the  company  his  valour  and  addrefs,  ordered 
^is  followers  and  the  ftrangers  to  ftop  ;  and, 
.mounted  on  an  excellent  horfe,  galloped  to  attack 
the  furious  animal,  which,  perceiving  him,  leaped 
^o  the  combat.  The  Siratick  let  fly  an  arrow, 
and  the  lion,  wounded,  advanced  with  a  dreadful 
tellow. 

Alphonfo  now  forgot  the  orders  of  the  king ;  he 
■darted  like  lightning,  thinking  him  in  danger, 
and  flew  to  his  fuccour  :  he  had  drawn  his  fwcrd, 
and  galloping  with  incredible  fwrftnefs,  paflTed 
near  a  tree,  againft  which,  by  accident,  his  fword 
ftruck  and  ihapped  fhort  in  two.  Alphonfo  him- 
felf. 
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(e\{f  fhakcn  by  the  violence  of  the  fliock,  could 
haxdly  keep  his  feat :  his  horfe  fell,  and  the  fume 
inftant,  the  lion  feeing  a  new  enemy  coming 
armed,  had  abandoned  the  Siratick^  and  rufhed 
towards  him  ;  his  dreadful  claws  wer-e  inftantly 
buried  in  the  fides  of  the  horfe,  and  Alphonfo, 
difarmed,  and  without  defence,  thought  his  death 
inevitable.  The  Negroes,  fearing  to  kill  him,; 
durft  not  ftioot  at  the  animal. 

'Ihclifmar,  the  fame  moment  that  Alphonfo  had 
galloped  to  the  combat,  would  fain  have  followed  5 
but  the  Negroes,,  already  irritated  at  the  young 
man's  difobedience  to  the  orders  of  their  king, 
angrily  and  violently  held  him,  notwithftandmg 
his  cries,  his  fury,  and  defpalr.  What  were  his 
feelings,  when  he  faw  the  lion  bounding  to  devour 
the  overthrown  Alphonfo  ?  Oh  !  unhappy  youi^g 
vnzYi !  cricu  lie. 

But,  oh  !  what  furprizc  !  Oh  !  joy  unhoped  ! 
No  fooner  had  the  lion  beheld  the  face  of  Al- 
phonfo, than  all  his  rage  was  loft  ;  he  crouched 
to  him,  and  lifting  up  one  of  his  bloody  paws, 
wounded  by  an  arrow,  laid  it  gently-  on  the  hand 
of  Alphonfo,  and  fcemcd  to  fiiew  him  his  hurt, 
and  afk  his  afTiftauce. 

Alphonfo  fliuddered,  and  remembering  the  ad- 
venture of  the  dying  lion,  cried.  Oh  noble  a!iimal ! 
I  recolle6l  thee  ;  may  thy  example  ever  confound 
ingratitude,  and  bring  to  {hame  thofc  who  would 
H  3  crafc 
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crafe  from  their  memory  the  good  which  others 
have  done  them  ! — —Yes,  fmce  thou  haft  io 
nobly  granted  me  my  life,  I  will  fave  thine  in  my 
turn,  and  defend  thee,  be  the  confequence  what 
it  will. 

Alphonfo  then  ftaunched  the  blood  of  the  wound", 
and  tearing  his  handkerchief,  made  a  bandage, 
which  he  faftened  round  the  paw. 

Thelifmar  and  the  favages  beheld  this  fpe^tacFe 
with  aftonifhment.  His  chirurgical  operations 
ended,  Alphonfo  rofe  :'  his  horfe  lay  wounded  and 
dying.  The  lion  once  more  approached  him,  lick- 
ed his  feet,  and  careffed  him  a  thoufand  times, 
Alphonfo  retreated  gently :  the  lion  flopped, 
looked  after  him,  then  fuddenly  t\irned  about, 
directed  his  coarfe  tov/ard  a  neighbouri:-ig  foreft^, 
and  difappeared,  learving  thefpeilators  of  this  ft  range 
adventure  motionlefs  with  amazement  (27). 

Thelifmar,  after  having  prefted  Alphonfo  to  his 
bof/m,  after  having  embraced  him  with  the  dear 
affection  of  a  father,  reproached  him  for  his  tc- 
meritv  and  imprudence.  Had  you,  faid  he,  afked 
the  nature  of  this  chace,  or  rather,  had  you  liftened 
to  the  account  vv'hich  others  gave  of  it,  you  would 
kive  known  the  Siratick  v/as  in  no  danger ;  bvit 
that,  ufed  to  thefe  kind  of  com»bat?,  he  waited  for 
tlie  lion  to  bury  his  javelin  in  his  throat ;  that  lie 
would  have  afterwards  leaped  off  l>is  horfe,    and 

ended  kira  with-  his  fabre. 

I  promife. 
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t  promife,  my  father,  {:\\d  Alphonfo,  I  will  be 
ihore  attentive  another  time,  and  more  prudent  ^ 
at  prefent  I  have  faved  the  life  of  my  lion,  ©f  my 
generous  and  noble  animal,  and  I  ani  happy. 

Yes,  replied  Thelifmar,  but  the  Siratick  is  little 
f  leafed  with  yoUr  difregard  of  his  orders  j  and 
though  your  mdtive  was  his  prefervation,  he  will 
not  pardon  you,  for  having  robbed  him  of  the 
honour  of  the  vidory  ;  it  will  be  therefore  pruden*, 
iiot  to  flay  long  in  his  territories  (a). 

Accordingly  the  next  morning,  Thelifmar, 
Alphonfo  and  their  followers,  quitted  Ghiorel, 
and  continued  their  pafTage  up  the  Senegal,  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Embakana,  near  the  frontiers  oF 
the  kingdom  of  Galam  ;  they  afterwards  crofTcd 
the  Gambia,  traverfed  the  States  of  Farim  (l/j^ 
and,  after  having  travelled  a  great  extent  of 
country,  arrived  at  Guinea. 

Plere  it  was,  that  Alphonfo  met  with  a  thi::g 
which  furprizcd  him  exceedingly.  As  he  wais 
walking  through  a  wood  with  Thelifmar,  their 
converf:>tion  turned  eh  the  im.mortality  of  tlte 
foul.  Would  you  believe,  faid  Thelifmar,  that 
there  are  men  fo  deprived  of  fenfe,  as  to  maintain 
we  have  no  other  advantage  over  inferior  animals, 
than  that  of  a  more  pcrfedl  conformation  j  and 
who  have  faid  in  cxprefs  terms,  that  if  the  horfc 

(a)  See  TAbregc  de  THiftoire  des  Voyagee,  Tom.  II. 
(if)  Or  Saint  Djmingiie. 

H  4  (that 
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(that  intelligent  animal)  ha'd,  inJlead  of  a  hoot, 
a  hand  like  us,  he  would  perform  whatever  we- 
do.  (.7). 

What !  would  he  draw  ?  would  he  defio-n  ? 

What  think  you  ? 

I  do  not  think  he  could  ;  he  might,  perhaps^ 
trace  fome  unmeaning  imitatiojis,. 

The  parrot,  the  pye,  the  jay,  and  various  other 
blrd^,-  have  the  faculty  of  fpeech  ;  that  is,  can 
learn  a  few  words,  but  can  neither  comprehend 
tlieir  meaning,  nor,  confequently,  apply  them  juilly:^ 
befides,  there  are  many  exifting  animals,  the  con- 
formation of  which,  both  interior  and  exterior,  is 
perfeclly  fimllar  to  that  of  man ;  they  walk  like 
him,  have  hands  like  his,  and  yet  they  neither, 
build  palaces  nor  huts  ;  nay,  tliey  are  even  Icfs  in— 
duftrious  than  many  other  animals. 

Mor.kies  you  mean ;  in  fail,  tliey  are  very  adroit.. 
And  pray  what  fay  thofe  authors  to  this,  who  de- 
fire  the  horfe  to  have  hands. 

They  acknoAA'ledge  that  the  monkey  might, 
from  his  conformation,  be  capable  of  doing  the 

(/?)  This  ftrange  realoning  Is  found  in  a  work  entitled 
De  I'Efpiit. 

Tl-e  Tranjlator  cannot  forbear  to  enter  his  proief  here, 
againft  the  mco}iclu/i<venefs  of  the  argiinienU  he  is  obliged  in 
t^is  paffage  to  trcmflate ;  ivithout  meaning  to  infinttate  there- 
bj  aiij  opinion  of  his  ovjn,    T« 

fame 


THE    TALES    OP    THE    CASTLE.       I5'3; 

fame  things  as  marij  and  that  his  natural  petulance 
is  an  impediment ;  that  he  is  always  in  motion ; 
and  could  you  deprive  him  of  that  reftleffnefs, 
that  vivacity,  he  vi^ould  be  man's  equal  (a). 

And  yet  he  does  not  fpeak. 

No  ;  though  in  certain  fpecics  the  tongue  and 
the-  organs  of  voice  are  the  fame  as  in  man  ;  and 
the  brain  is  abfolutely  of  the  fame  form  and  in  the 
fame  proportion  (/>>) 

The  braia  in  the  fame  proportion  !  how  caa- 
that  be  ?  The  monkey  is  fo  imall  ! 

Do  you  think  yourfelf  acquainted  with  all  the 
fpecies  ? 

Why Yes. 

Thofe  you  have  fcen  were  reftlefs  and  turbu- 
lent. 

Certainly  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  objeftion  of ' 
the  authors  you  mention  feems  juft  j  in  my  opi-^- 
nion,  beings   which    arc  perpetually  in  motion, 
however  excellent    their    conformation,    cannot 
ieani,  cannot  become  perfevft. 

But  fuppofe  the  objection  you  think  fo  ftrikino-^ 
fhould  originate  only  in  a  profouiid  ignorance  of 
things  which  are  known  to  the  whole  world. 

(<2)  Ail  this  is  found  exaSlly  in  the  fame  work  De  1'  Ef- 
prit. 

(b)  See  M.  de  Buffon  on  Quadaipeds,  Torn  XVI.  Edi- 
^  n  in  i  zmo. 

Hi  How! 
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How !  People  who  write  books  ignorant  of 
things  known  to  all  the  world  !-■ 

Your  doubt,  dear  Alphonfo,  proves  hov/  little 
you  have  read. 

Juft  as  Thelifmar  faid  this,  Alphonfo  gave 
a  ftart  of  furprize,  and  jogging  Thelifmar,  cried 

foftly,  Look,  look there right  before  you  ; 

what  ftrange  creature  is  that  fitting  under  the 
tree  ? 

Here  let  us  break  off,  faid  Madame  de  Cle- 
mire,  interrupting  her  narrative,  I  feel  myfelf  a 
kttle  hoarfe  this  evening. 

This  was  fufEcient  to  flop  every  entreaty  to 
continue,  though  her  young  auditors  were  very 
defirous    to    hear  an  explanation  of  what  this 
Jirange  creature  might  be. 

Tl>e  next  day,  a  quarter  before  nine,  Madame 
de  Cleniire  indulged  the  ardent  curiofity  of  her 
children,  by  taking  up  her  manufcript  and  reading 
as  follows  : 

Thelifmar  looked- firft  at  the  animal,  and  after- 
wards at  Alphonfo,  What  do  you  think  of  that 
figure,  faid  he  ? 

It  is  a  favage,  replied  Alphonfo^  but  exceed- 
ingly ugly.  He  rifes !  holds  a  ftaffin  his  hand  ! 
he  avoids  us  I 

And  you  take  it  fgr  a  man  i" 

Certainly  I  do, 

It 
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It  is  a  Monkey. 

A  monkey  !  what  of  that  fize  !  he  is  higher 
than  I  am  ;  he  walks  upright  like  ms,  and  his  legs 
have  the  form  of  ours. 

Notwithftanding  all  which,  it  is  a  beaft  (a)  ; 
"  but  an  exceedingly  fingular  one,  and  which  man 
"  cr.nnot  fee  without  looking  at,  without  knowing 
"  himfelf,  without  being  convinced,  his  body  is 
"  the  leaft  effcntial  part  of  himfelf  (^)." 

How  you  aftonifli  me  !  but  is  this  monkey, 
who  was  fitting  with  fo  much  tranquillity  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree,  as  reftlefs  and  precipitate  in  luB 
motions  as  the  fmall  monkies  ? 

Noj  "his  walk  is  grave,  his  aflions  circum- 
"  fpedt,  his  temper  gentle,  and  very  different  from 

"  that  of  other  monkies  (c)  -," he  has  not  the 

hoof  of  a  horfe,  he  is  higher  than  we  are,  ■  formed 

as  we  are. "  The  Creator  v-'ould  not  form  the 

"  body  of  a  man  abfolutely  different  from  all  other 
"  animals  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  he  has  given 

«  hinr 

(a)  T!ie  Orang-Outang,  fome  of  which  are  above  fix 
feet  high. 

(t)  M.  deBufFon. 

(c)  In  fpeaking  of  a  monkey  of  another  fjiecies,  called 
Gibbon,  M.  de  Buffon  fays,  *'  this  monkey  feems  to  us  to 
**  have  a  natural  trariquillity,  and  gentle  manners  5  his  m. - 
*'  tions  a! e  neither  too  fadtien,  nor  too  reftlefs  j  he  rak«3 
r  kindly  whatever  is  given  him  to  eat;  &c, 

H  6  *'inta 
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"  him  a  material  body,  a  form  fimilar  to  that  of 
"the  monkey,  he  has  breathed  his  divine  fpirit 
"  i)ito  this  body  j  had  he  done  the  fame  favour, 
"  I  do  not  fay  to  the  monkey,  but  to  that  fpecies 
'^'*  of  beaft  which  fee ms  to  us  the  moft  ill  orga- 
"  niied,  fuch  fpecies  would  foon  have  become 
**  the  rival  of  man ;  quickened  by  his  fpirit  it  had 
"excelled  others,  had  thought,  had  fpoken.- 
**  Whatever  refemblance  there  may  be  then  be- 
'•'■  twcen  the  Hottentot  and  the  monkey,  the  in- 
'•*  terval  which  divides  them  is  immenfe  j  fince 
*■*■  the  Hottentot  within  is  filled  with  thought,  and  ■ 
"  without  by  fpeech  (^)." 

Alphonfo  hftened  to  this  difcourfe  with  admira- 
tion.    At  prefent,  faid  he,  I  am  defirous  to  learn  • 
how  thofc  authors,  who  pretend  that  it  is  our  form 
only  which  makes  us  fuperior  to  other  aninialsj 
will  anf\^er  thefe  arguments. 

They  do  not  know  the  animal  that  wehavejuft 
feen,  nor  many  other  fpecies  nearly  like  him,  de- 
fcribed  by  all  travellers  ; .  yet  their  works  are  mo- 
dern, and,  as  I  have  faid,  thefe  are  fads  known 
to  all  the  world. 

Thclifmar  here  fat  down  near  a  lake  fu'rround- 
ed  by  rocks  ;  their  guide  propofed  they  fhould 
wait  for  the  reft  of  the  company,  whom  they  had 

(ii)  M.  de  BuflFon. 

left 
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left  at  a  confideriiUe  diflance..  He  had  feated 
himfelf  under  the  {hade  of  fome  trees,  and  talcing 
two  books  from  his  pocket,  gave  one  of  them  to 
Alphonfo,  pointing  out  a  chapter, .  which  he  de- 
fired  him  to  read  with  great  attention,- 

Alphonfo  promifed  he  would  ;  adding,  that  he 
would  go  farther  ofF  and  fit  down?  to  be  free  from 
all  difturbance.  This  he  accordijigly  did,  and 
fat  down  at  about  two  hundred  yards  diflance  on 
the  banks  of  the  lake.- 

Inftead  of  reading,  he  fell  into  a  profound  re- 
verie :  the  murmurs  of  the  water,  the  frefli  ver- 
dure, the  rocks,,  all  retraced  a  fcene  which  he  had 
not  the  power,  to  banifli  from  his  mind:,  it  re-- 
called  to  memory  the  Fountain  of  Love  ;  the 
form  of  Dalinda  was  prefent,  he  could  think  of 
nothing  but  her,  and  at  laft  could  not  refrain 
from  repeating  a  name  fo  dear,. 

Certain  that  Thelifmar  could  not  hear  him,  he 
fang  in  an  under  voice,  a  fong  he  had  made  to 
her  memory.  As  he  finiftied  the  lafl:  line  of  his 
long,  he  heard  foot-fteps,  and  turning  his  head, 
faw  Thelifmar  coming  ;  he  took  up  his  book  and 
was  filent,  but  the  inftant  he  had  done,  a  foft 
though  fonorous  voice  feemed  to  ifliae  from  the 
rocks,  ai>d  again  repeated  the  couplet  he  had 
fung.. 

Thelifmar  heard  the  name  of  Dalinda  as  he  ap- 
i^roachcdj   ajid  his  aftonifliment   was  cxc^ffivc, 

when 
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when  he  found  it  was  not  Alphonfo  who  was" 
fmging.  As  foon  as  the  air  was  ended,  he  was 
going  to  queftion  Thelifmar  concerning  this  pro- 
digy, when  another  voice  began  the  fame  couplet  j 
fcarce  had  this  fecond  voice  ceafed  finging,  but  a 
third,  from  the  oppofite  fide,  agaiji  repeated  the 
feme  words,  and  the  fame  founds :  filenee  then 
lucceeded,  and  the  concert  ended  (28). 

What  enchantment  is  this  ?  cried  Alphonfo. 

We  muft  confefs,  faid  Thelifmar  fmiling,  the 
fawns  and  fylvans  of  thefe  rocks  are  dangerous 
confidants  i  the  nymphs  of  the  Fountain  of  Love 
were  more  difcreet;  but  come,  give  me  my  book, 
and  tell  me  if  you  are  fatisfied  with. the  chapter  I 
defired  you  to  read.  Alphonfo  blufhed,  and  an- 
fwered  only  with  a  figh  ;  and  Thelifmar  changing 
the  converfation,  rejoined  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Thelifmar  continued  his  route  by  the  Gold 
Coaft,  the  kingdom  of  Juida,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Bennin :  in  this  latter  country  he  found  the 
natives  lefs  favage,  and  more  civilized  than  their 
neighbours.  He  next  traverfed  Congo,  and  here 
k  was  that  Alphonfo  had  nearly  loft  his  lifcj 
in  confeqaence  of  his  natural  imprudence  and 
Hnpetuofity, 

The  fmall  caravan  of  travellers  being  on  their 
march,  Alphonfo  was  walking  about  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  before  the  reft.     They  approached  at 

large 
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large  pond  furrounded  by  the  huts  of  favages  ;  and 
Alphonfo  looking  forward  thought  he  faw  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  pond,  a  long  brick  wall  built  upon 
the  border  :  not  conceiving  what  could  be  the  uie 
of  this  wall,  he  haftened  forward  to  examine  it  ; 
but  as  he  drew  near,  perceived  this  imaginary 
wall  had  motion. 

He  then  thought,  that  inllead  of  a  wall,  he 
diftinguifhed  w:irriors  clothed  in  red,  and  ranged 
in  order  of  battle  :  he  prefcntly  after  obferved  fcn- 
tinels  ftationed  in  advance,  and  foon  faw  he  was 
difcovered  5  for  the  moment  the  fentinels  per- 
ceived him,  the  alarm  was  given,  and  the  air  re- 
founded  with  a  noife  much  like  the  found  of  a 
trumpet. 

Alphonfo  flopped,  and  while  he  was  deliberat- 
ing whether  he  ftiould  proceed  or  go  back,  he  favjr 
the  army  begin  to  move,  rife  from  the  earth,  and 
at  laft  to  fly  away.  Alphonfo  then  learned  with 
extreme  furprize,  that  this  formidable  fquadron 
was  nothing  but  enormous  red  birds,  of  fo  bright 
a  colour,  that  when  they  took  flight,  their  wings 
abfolutely  fecmed  inflamed. 

Alphonfo-  had  a  gun,  and  being  defirous  of  tak- 
ing one  of  thefc  extraordinary  birds  to  Thelifmar, 
he  fired  at  the  flock  and  killed  one.  Several 
Negroes,  on  hearing  the  firing,  immediately  came 
out  of  their  huts,  which  ftocd  by  the  pond,  haftily 
funning.    As  foon  as  they  faw  Alphonfo  dragging 

away 
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away  the  bird  he  had  killed,  they  fent  forth  the 
moft  horrible  cries,  when  inftantly  all  the  other 
Negroes  left  their  habitations,  and  came  in  crouds 
to  attack  Alphonfo,  who  faw  himfelf  aflaulted  on 
all  fides  by  a  fhower  of  ftones  and  darts. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  arrival  of  Thelifmar 
and  the  other  travellers,  Alphonfo  could  not  have 
cfcaped  with  life ;  but  at  fight  of  them  the  favages 
fled,  and  he  came  off  with  a  few  flight  wounds, 
and  a  fevere  reprimand  from  Thelifmar,  who  in- 
formed him,  that  the  Negroes  held  the  bird  he  had 
killed  in  fuch  veneration,  they  would  jiot  fuller 
any  one  to  do  it  the  leaft  injury,  but  thought  them- 
felves  obliged  in  confcience  to  revenge  the  death 
cf  a  creature  which  they  held  facred. 

Alphonfo  learnt  alfo  from  Thelifmar,  that  the 
lioife  which  he  had  compared  to  the  found  of 
trumpets,  was  nothing  but  the  cry  of  the  birds, 
which  is  fo  loud  and  fhrill,  that  it  is  heard  at 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league  diftance  (29). 

Thelifmar  continued  his  journey,  only  flop- 
ping occafionally  among  various  hordes  of  fai'ages, 
whofe  manners  he  wifhed  to  know.  Of  all  tlie 
barbarous  people  of  Africa,  the  natio;a  which  he 
thought  moft  interefting  was  that  of  the  Hotten- 
tots ;  their  virtues  furpaffed  their  vices  ;  they  ful « 
filled  in  their  whole  extent,  the  duties  of  friend/hip 
a.nd  hofpitality  j  and  their  love  of  jufticc,  their 

rguragCj 
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courage,  benevolfiice,  and  chaflity,  rendered  then>! 
far  fuperior  to  other  favages  (<v).. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  among  the  Hottentots, 
the  education  of  youth  is  committed  to  the  mo- 
thers till  the  ap^e  of  eighteeii,  after  v/hich  the  males 
are  received  to  the  rank  of  manhood ;  but  be- 
fore that  period,  they  have  no  communication  with- 
tlie  men,  not  even  with  their  own  father  (b). 

During  their  fojourn  among  the  Hottentots, 
TheHfmar  was  walking  one  day  with  Alphonfo  : 
rtheir  guide  carried  a  wallet  with  provifions,  it  be- 
iiig  their  intention  to  dine  during  their  walk. 
As  they  were  crofllng  the  ruftic  bridge  of  a  fmall 
river,  the  Guide  let  the  wallet  fall,  and  fearing 
probably  the  anger  of  the  travellers,  took  to  his 
heels  and' difapp^SfCd.  'Tnis  event  was  vcry-dif- 
agreeablc  to  Alphonfo,  he  being  exceedingly 
hungry. 

I  am  certain,  faid  Thelifmar,  I  can  find  my 
wa)' ;  but  before  we  walk  any  farther,  let  us  reft 
a  little  under  the  fhade  of  thefe  trees.  They  fat 
down  on  the  grafs,  and  Alphonfo  continued  to- 
complain  of  having  a  great  way  to  go,  and  no- 
thing to  eat,  when  Thelifmar  cried  fdence,  let  us 
li-ften.     Alphonfo  prefently  heard  a  very  fhrill  cry, 

(a)  See  TAbrtgc  de  I'Hiftoire  Gencrale  des  Voyages, 
Tom.  III. 

(<'0  See  the  fame  work,. and  the  fam«  volume, 

which^ 
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Which,  to  his  great  aftonifhment,  Thelifmar  aif- 
fwered  in  a  graver  tone  :  then  rifing,  fald,  Since 
you  are  (o  very  hungry,  Alphonfo,  conne  with  me,^ 
and  I'll  give  you  a  dinner. 

Thelifmar  then  uttered  feveral  futcefRve  cries ; 
and  Alphonfo  perceived  a  green  and  white  bird,, 
which  hovered  round  them.  Let  us  follow  thiis 
new  guide,  faid  Thelifmar,  he  will  recompenife 
us  for  the  careleflhefs  of  the  other  who  has  ran 
away, 

Alphonfo  knew  not  what  to  think,  but  walked 
filently,  and  looked  attentively  at  the  bird,  which 
in  a  few  minutes  went  and  refted  itfelf  upon  a  large 
hollow  tree  ;  Stop  faid  Thelifmar,  the  bird  will 
come  and  feek  us,  if  he  has  any,  thing  good  to  dif- 
eover.  As  he  laid.  To  it  happened,  the  bird  feeing 
they  did  not  approach  redoubled  his  cries,  came 
back  to  them,  then  returned  to  his  tree,  where  h; 
fluttered  and  perched. 

Come,  faid  Thelifmar,  he  invites  us  to  dinner 
with  fo  good  a  grace  we  cannot  refufe  him.  So 
faying,  he  went  to  the  tree,  and  to  the  extreme 
aflonifliment  of  Alphonfo  found  a  bee-hive  in  it 
full  of  honey. 

While  our  travellers  were  eating  the  honey,  the 
bird,  having  fled  to  a  neighbouring  bufh,  appeared 
greatly  intereffed  at  all  that  had  pafied  :  it  is  bivt 
juft,  faid  Thelifmar,  to  give  him  his  fhare  of  the 
booty ;  Alphonfo,  therefore,  left  a  fpoonfu4  of  honey 

upoxi 
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upon  a  leaf,  which,  as  foon  as  they  were  gone 
from  the  tree,  the  bird  came  and  eat.  In  the  courfe 
of  half  an  hour,  the  bird  fhewed  them  two  dther 
hives;  and  Alphonfo,  fatiated  with  honey,  merrily 
continued  his  route  (30). 

Thelifmar  quitted  the  country  of  the  Hottentots,- 
and  embarked  for  the  ifland  of  Madao-afcar ;  after- 
wards  he  journied  through  all  tiie  eaftern  coaft  of 
Africa i  tfien  quitted  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
after  a  fhort  flay  in  the  ifland  of  Socotora,lauded  in 
Arabia  Felix.  He  vifited  Mecca  (31),  and  Medi- 
na (32},  traverfed  a  part  of  the  Defert,  entered 
Africa  again  by  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  and  came  to 
Cairo  (33) ;  here  he  admired  the  faitw>us  Pyramids 
of  Egypt  (34)  from  thence  he  went  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  f9Uilda  veflH  ready  to  fet  fall  for  tHe 
liland  of  Thera  (a'). 

Thelifmar  within  the  laft  two  months,  had  fe- 
veral  times  read  over  with  Alphonfo  tranflations  of 
the  Iliad  and  OdyfTey.  Alphonfo,  joyfully  leaving 
the  burning  and  barbarous  climates  of  Africa,  was 
delighted  to  find  himfelf  once  more  in  Europe, 
beneath  the  azure  TkIcs  of  Greece,  in  places  where 
all  the  pleafant  fictions  of  fable  may  be  traced,  and 
among  people  whofe  manners  Homer  had  de- 
fcribed. 

{a)  An  ifland  of  tlie  Archipelago,  to  the  north  of  Can- 
dia  ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  iflands  called  Sanloriji,  or  Santorini, 
from  Saint  Ircpc^  the  patron  of  them. 

Before 
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Before  they  left  Thera,  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo 
learnt  that  tlie  Volcano,  which  is  fituated  in  that 
JUand,  began  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, by  appearing  to  re-kindle,  finoke,  and  caft 
forth  ftones. 

The  next  morning  our  travellers  rofe  with 
Aurora,  and  were  condudled  towards  the  Volcano  j 
when  they  were  at  a  league's  diftance  their  guide 
ftopt,  telling  them  he  thought  he  heard  a  very  un- 
common no  ife  ;  our  travellers  liflened,  and  heard 
a  kind  of  bellowing,  which  feemed  to  arife  out  of 
the  earth.  They  proceeded,  however,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  farther  ;  in  proportion  as  they 
approached  the  bellowing  increafed,  and  was  foon 
accom,panied  with  frightful  hiffings  ;  at  the  fame 
^;;^  ^^"  obferved,  tliat  the  fmoke  of  the  Volcano 

grew  thicker,  and  became  of  a  de6p6i  HQ^ 

Let  us  return,  faid  Thelifmar. 

Scarcely  had  he  fpokcn,  before  a  horrible  noife 
was  heard  ;  and  as  they  turned  their  heads  to  look, 
while  flying  towards  the  fea-coaft,^  they  faw  the 
mountain  all  on  fire,  covered  with  flames,  which 
rofe  to  the  clouds,  and  cafting  forth  on  all  fides  vo- 
lumes of  red  hot  (tones,  and  blazing  matter.  The 
terrified  guide,  lofing  all  rccolleftion,  led  them 
aftray,  and  took  them  a  road  which  brought  them 
back  towards  the  Volcano. 

As  they  now  flood  fronting  this  fearful  moun- 
tain, they  faw  with  horror,  torrents  of  fire  run- 
nine 
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tfiing  impetuoufly  down  its  fides,  and  Ipreadin* 
over  the  plain  :  thefe  deftruclive  rivers  burnt,  and 
overthrew  every  thing  that  oppofed  their  paflage  : 
at  their  approach  the  herbs  and  flowers  withered, 
.the  leaves  grew  inftantly  yellow,  and  dropt  from 
ihe  trees  j  the  brooks  difappeared,  the  fountains' 
were  dried  up,  and  the  birds  dropt  breatldefs  from 
i:he  fcorched  branches. 

At  the  fame  time  vaft  clouds  of  hot  afhes  ancf 
vcinders,  burnt  white,  obfcured  the  air,  and  fell  like 
jain  upon  the  earth,  breaking  the  branches,  root- 
ing up  trees,  and  rolling  with  horrid  din  from  the 
mountain  to  the  plains,  echoing  far  and  near  among 
the  refoundiiig  rocks. 

Thclifmar  and  Alphonfo  fled  from  thefe  defolate 
places,  and  after  long  wandering  in  unknown  paths, 
came  at  length  to  the  fea-fide;  they  judged,  when 
at  a  diflance,  by  the  roaring  of  the  v/aves,  that  the 
fea  was  violently  agitated.  They  judged  rightly  ; 
jt  was  dreadfully  tempeftuous,  though  the  air  was 
(Entirely  calm. 

They  were  confidering  this  phaenomenon  with 
an  aftonifliment,  which  was  foon  redoubled.  Sud- 
^lenly  there  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  waves  in- 
credible volumes  of  flames,  which,  inftantly  fpread- 
ing  and  di/fipating  in  the  air,  were  fuccceded  by  an 
innumerable  quantity  of  burning  rocks,  that  were 
projecled  from  the  deep  abyfs  of  the  ocean,  and 
raifcd  above  the  waters  (35}, 

The 
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The  tempeft  after  this  decreafed,  the  fea  was^ 
appeafed,  andfome  of  the  Iflanders  who  pafTed  tkat 
way,  i^fof'^^'i  Thelifmar  tliat  the  Volcano  no  long- 
er vomited  flames.  When  the  eruption  was  ended, 
Alphonfo  and  TheltTmar  returned  to  their  lodg- 
ings, and  two  days  after  this  memorable  event 
left  that  unhappy  ifland. 

From  hence  they  went  to  the  ifland  of  Poli- 
candro  (a)y  where  they  found  a  Swedifh  traveller, 
z  former  friend  of  Thelifmar's,  who  offered  to  ac- 
company and  guide  them  in  their  walks  through 
the  ifland.  He  brought  them  to  his  houfe,  which 
he  would  partake  with  them ;  and  after  fupper, 
addreflTmg  himfelf  to  Alphonfo,  faid,  My  dwelling 
you  fee  is  fimple,  devoid  of  ornaments  ;  but  if  you 
love  magnificence,  I  have  tlie  means  of  gratifying 
your  tafte.  I  am  fo  happy  to  fee  my  old  friend 
once  more,  that  I  have  formed  the  projedl  of  giv- 
ing him  an  entertainment  in  a  palace,  the  rich- 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  which  may  well  furprizc 
you. 

Frederic,  for  that  was  the  name  of  Thelifmar's 
friend,  then  rofe,  called  his  fervants,  who  came 
with  torches,  and  went  forth  with  Alphonfo  and 
Thelifmar. 

They  came  in  about  half  an  hour  to  an  enor- 
mous mafs  of  rocks.    Behold  my  palace,  faid  Fre- 

(a)  One  of  the  Cydades  to  th«  foutb  of  Paros  and  Anti- 
faros* 

deric : 
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<icric  :  the  afpe6l  it's  true  is  a  Jittle  wild,  but  we 
iBuft  not  always  judge  from  appearances.  Stop 
here  a  moment,  if  you  pleafe,  and  let  the  fexvaiits 
enter  iirft. 

The  fervants  then  diflributed  torches  to  about 
%.  dozen  men  who  had  followed  them,  each  of  whom 
lighted  his  flambeau,  and  proceeded  forward- 
When  Frederic  faw  them  at  a  certain  diftance,  he 
»nd  his  company  began  to  follow. 

They  had  not  gone  above  a  hundred  paces,  be- 
fore they  perceived  an  immenfe  arcade,  and  their 
eyes  were  immediately  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of 
light.  Come  in,  faid  Frederic,  this  is  the  periftylc 
$)f  my  palace  ;  what  think  you  of  it? 

The  queftion  was  addrefled  to  Alphonfo,  but 
he  was  too  bufy  in  confidering  the  brilliant  fpedla- 
cle  before  him  to  reply.  The  walls  of  this  vaft 
periftyle  feemed  covered  with  gold,  rubies  and  dia- 
monds ;  the  ceiling  decorated  with  waving  gar- 
lands and  pendant  ornaments  of  cryflal ;  nay,  the 
very  floor  on  which  they  trod,  was  paved  with  the 
fame  rich  materials  (36). 

Pardon  me,  my  dear  mamma,  cried  Caroline,  for 
interrupting,  but  I  can  hold  no  longer.  Were  thefe 
pure  diamonds  ? 

No ;  they  only  feemed  fuch  j  but  the  refemblance 
was  fo  perfedl,  as  to  deceive  the  eye  moft  accuftom- 
^d  to  confider  fuch  objeds, 

Well 
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Well,  that  is  very  fuigular  ;  and  is  it  true,  dear 
ifnamma,  that  iuch  a  palace  once  exifted  ? 

It  exifts  ftilL 

Ohde^r,ftill? 

Yes  ;  in  the  ifland  of  Pollcrando. 

Oh  the  charming  ifland  I  Will  you  fhew  it  uf 
to -morrow,  mamma,  in  the  map? 

Yes  ;  willingly. 

Mamma,  if  you  will  permit  me,  my  next  geo- 
jgraphlcal  leflbn  {hall  be  to  trace  upon  the  maps  all 
the  travels  of  Alphonfo ;  for  I  can  remember  them 
all  perfedlly,  and  fo  I  can  all  the  extraordinary 
things  he  has  fecn. 

So  belt  J  but  in  the  mean  time,  let  us  continue 
our  tale. 

Frederic  (hewed  Alphonfo  how  extenfive  this  fu- 
perb  palace  was :  and  after  having  pafled  more 
than  two  hours  in  examining  and  contemplating 
the  wondjers  before  them,  they  once  more  returned 
to  the  houfe  of  their  holt.  Alphonfo  learnt  from 
Thelifmar,  that  the  pretended  palace  of  Frederic 
was  all  the  work  of  nature ;  and  the  knowledge  of 
this  encreafed  his  admiration. 

Thelifmar  having  formerly  made  the  tour  of  Ita- 
ly, had  no  intention  of  returning  thither  j  but  his 
friend  Frederic,  who  was  going  to  Reggio,  en- 
treated his  company ;  to  Which  Thelifmar  the  more 
readily  confented,  becaufe  it  was  the  only  part  of 

aaly  he  had  not  ksn* 

Frederic 
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vFrederic,  Alphonfo,   and  Thelifmar,  left  Poli- 
candro,  and  failed  for  the  Morca  (a).     Here  they 
beheld  the  ruins  of  Epidaurus  and  Lacedaemon. 
From  the  Morea  they  went  to  the  ifland  of  Ce- 
■phalonia,    where,    once    more  embarking,    they 
failed  for  Reggio  (b).     The  day  after  their  arrival 
•  in  that  city,  our  three  travellers  brcakfafted  in  the 
chamber  of  Thelifmar,   the  windows  of  which 
looked  towards  tliefea;  their  converfation  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  thoufand  {bouts  of  joy,  heard  from 
:every  part.     Alphonfo  ran  out  inftantly,  to  know 
what    was  the   reafon  of    fuch  noify    and    ani- 
mated acclamations  t  he  afked  feveral  pafiengers, 
who  all  anfwered,  ftill  running  as  they  fpoke,  We 
are  going  to  the  fea-fide  to  fee  the  Cajiles  of  the 
Fairy  Morgana, 

Alphonfo  returned,  and  gave  an  account  of  this 
.ftrange  anfwer  j  our  travellers,  therefore,  opened 
their  windows,  and  beheld  a  fight,  the  beauty  and 
fingularity  of  which  furpafled  every  thing  they  had 
hitherto  feen. 

"  The  fea  which  bathes  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 
"  began  to  fwell  and  rife  by  degrees;  in  a  little 
"  while  the  huge  waves  formed  aperfedlreprefen- 
"  tation  of  an  immenfe  and  dark  chain  of  moun- 

(a)  Thelargepeninfula  of  ancient  Attica. 

(b)  Appertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  Calabria 
Ulterior ;  there  is  another  city  of  the  fame  name  in  Italy,  in 
Modena. 

VOL,  rr.  I  tains  • 
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*'  tains ;  while  the  furges  which  waflied  the  coafls 
''  of  Calabria,  remained  with  a  tranquil  and  fmooth 
*'  furface,  like  to  a  vaft  and  fhining  mirror,  gently 
**  inclining  towards  the  walls  of  Reggio.  This 
'■'■  prodigious  looking-glafs  foon  reflected  a  moft 
*'  miraculous  picture  j  millions  of  pilaflers,  of 
"  the  moll  elegant  proportion,  and  ranged  with 
"  the  utmoft  fymmetry,  were  diftindlly  feen,  re- 
*'  fieding  all  the  bright  and  varied  colours  of  the 
*^'  rainbow  ;  fcarccly  did  they  retain  this  form  a 
'*  moment,  before  thefe  fuperb  pilafters  were  bent 
"  and  changed  into  majcftic  arcades,  which  like- 
"  wile  foon  vanifhed,  and  gave  place  to  an  iimu- 
"  merable  multitude  of  magnificent  caftles,  all 
"  perfectly  alike ;  while  thefe  palaces  were  fuc- 
"  ceeded  by  towers,  colonades,  and  afterwards 
'^  by  trees  and  immenfe  forefts  of  the  cyprefs  and 
«paJm(37)." 

After  this  lail  decoration,  the  magic  picture 
difappearedj  the  fea  refumed  it's  ordinary  afpeit, 
and  the  people  who  ftood  upon  the  ftrand,  clapped 
their  hands  in  tranfport,  a  thouland  times  repeat- 
ing with  joyous  ihouts,  the  name  of  the  Fairy 
Morgana. 

And  fo  mamma,  interrupted  Pulcheria,  we  are 
at  length  come  to  our  Fairy  Tales  again  ? 

Indeed  we  are  not :  this  laft  phsenomenon,  as 
well  as  all  the  other,  is  taken  from  nature. 

But 
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But  there  is  a  Fairy  called  Margana,  you  know 
mamma. 

I  have  only  told  you  what  the  people  of  Reggio 
Tay ;  who  are  generally  ignorant  and  credulous,  arc 

fond  of  fables,  and  eafily  adopt  them. 
But  thefe  magic  pictures. 
Are  produced  by  natural  caufes, 
I  cannot  conceive  at  prefent,  why  every  body 
do  not  pafs  their  lives  in  travelling,  reading,  and 
acquiring  knowledge,  in  order  to  underftand  and 
fee  things   fo  curious  and  interefling  j  but  dear 
mamma,  be  pleafed  to  continue  yourrecitaU 

Alphonfo  began  to  think  like  you ;  the  allonifh- 
nient  which  fo  many  extraordinary  events  conti- 
nually railed,  excited  an  ardent  curiofity  and 
flrong  delire  of  obtaining  knowledge  ;  his  triflino- 
amufements  no  longer  pleafed ;  he  became  thouo-ht- 
ful,  fpoke  with  rclerve,  andllftened  with  attention  ; 
but  in  proportion  as  his  mind  became  enlight- 
ejied,  he  difcovercd  faults  in  his  paft  conduct-, 
every  recollection  of  which  made  him  bittcrU* 
repent. 

He  could  not  now  comprehend,  how  it  was 
poffiblc  he  fliould  have  forfaken  his  father.  The 
obftinate  filence  of  Don  Ramirez  grievoufly  afilicl- 
fd  him ;  he  ardently  defired  to  arrive  at  Conftau- 
tinople,  where  he  expefted  to  find  letters  from 
Portugal :  and  though  he  had  a  pailionatc  attach- 
laent  to  Thclifmar,  though  he  had  almoft  a  cer-^ 
I  2  tainty 
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.  tainty  «if  obtaining  the  hand  of  DaHnda,  he  yet 
determined  to  quit  the  former  in  Turkey,  and  re- 
turn to  Europe,  there  to  facrifice  his  hopes  and 
happinefs  to  filial  duty,  if  Jie  received  no  intelU- 
gence  from  his  father. 

This  refolution  plunged  him  Into  a  ftate  of  me- 
lancholy, of  which  Thelifmar  fearched  in  vain  tlie 

^caufe  ;  which  he  even  augmented,  in  jviftiing  to 
diiTipate,  by  marks  of  the  moil  tender  afFeftion. 
He  often  fpoke  to  Frederic,  in  his  prefence,  of 
Dalinda,  to  drive  away  his  dejedlion  ;  while  thefe 
converfations,  far  from  foftening  the  fecret  pangs 
of  Alphonfo,  but  embittered  them  the  more. 
Thelifmar  at  laft  took  leave^  of  Frederic,  quitted 
Reggio,  and  returned  to  Greece  j  and  travelling 
through  it,  came  to  Conftantinople  towards  the 
end  of  April. 

Alphonfo  found  a  letter  at  Conftantinople  from 
Portugal,  which  he  received  with  inexpreffible 
anxiety ;  it  was  not  from  Don  Ramirez,  but  in- 
formed Alphonfo  his  father  had  returned  to  Portu- 
galjhad  pafled  fome  time  atLifbon,  and  had  left  that 
city,  declaring  he  was  going  to  undertake  a  voyage 
of  eighteen  months.  The  letter  added,  that  no- 
body doubted  Don  Ramirez  had  had  feveral  pri- 
vate converfations  with  the  King,  and  that  the  pur- 
pofe  of  his  voyage  was  fome  fecret  negotiations; 
that  they  were  in  great  expe6lations  of  feeing  him 
once  more   in  office,  bccaufe  his  ^ucccflbr  and 

enemj 
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caemy  had  been  diCgraced,  eight  days  after  his  de  - 
parture. 

The  gentleman,  who  wrote  an  account  of  all 
this,  ended  his  letter  liy  faying,  he  had  not  fecn 
Don  Ramirez,  as  Alphosifo  had  defiredhimto  do, 
becaufe,  being  on  a  tour  to  France,  he  had  not 
returned  to  Lifbon  till  three  weeks  after  his  de- 
parture. 

From  the  date  of  this  letter,  Alphonfo  calculated, , 
that  his  father  could  not  be  in  Portugal   in  lefs 
than  fifteen  or  fixteen  months,  he  therefore  aban- 
doned his  projeiSl  of  returning  thither  immediately:  ■ 
in  facl,  having  no  m.oney,  he  had  no   means  of 
fubnftence  in  the  abfence  of  Don  Ramirez  ;  and 
he  was  pretty  certain  his  travels  v/oul.d  be  ended, . 
and  he  ihould  return  to  Europe  in  lefs  than  a  year. 
The  iiience  of  his  father  deeply  aiilifled  iiim  ;  but 
the  aflurantcs  of  his  health  and  fcifety  vv:re  great 
confoLtions,  And  he  did  not  doubt  but  time  and  his 
future  conduit,  might  again  regain  the  atfeclions 
of  his  father. 

Alphonfo,  now  lefs  forrowful,  lefs  Tibfent,  con- 
verfed  with  Thelifmar  as  formerly  ;  who  appeared 
fo  fatisfied  with  the  change  he  had  remarked  in  him, 
that  Alphoiifo  thought  he  might  venture  to  fpcuk 
of  Dalinda.  At  firft  Thelifmar  was  fatisfied  witii 
gently  reminding  him  of  hispromife ;  and  Alphon- 
fo, emboldened  by  this  indulgehce,  feveral  times 
fell  into  the  fame  error ;  till,  at  laft,  Thelifmar  waS 
I  3 ,  difplcafed 
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difpleafed,  and  Alphonfo  was  obliged  to  be  filenf, 
though  he  ftill  fought  occafions  to  fpeak  his  fenti- 
ments  indire«ftly,  and  to  complain  of  the  reftraint 
impofed  upon  him. 

P'rederic  had  given  Thelifmar  letters  of  recom- 
;aendation  to  one  of  his  friends,  a  Greek,  who' 
fK)frejred  a  charming  houfe  on  the  canal  of  the  Black 
ijca  :  this  Greek,  v/hofe  name  was  Nicandor,  was 
not  then  at  Conflantinople.  Alphonfo  and  The- 
iifmar,  therefore,  in  about  a  fortnight  went  to  Buy- 
uk-Dairai,  a  village  eight  miles  from  Conflanti- 
nople  (a)  where  Nicandor  and  his  family  paft  a 
part  of  the  fummer. 

it  was  the  firft  of  May,  and  ten  in  the  morning, 
when  our  two  travellers  arrived  at  Buyuk  Dai- 
rai.  As  they  entered,  they  faw  the  ftreets  full  of 
young  people,  elegantly  clothed,  and  crowned  with 
garlands,  fmging  anJ  playing  on  various  inftru- 
nients ;  every  houfe  was  decorated  with  flowers, 
feftoons,  and  rofes,  and  adorned  by  a  multitude  of 
young  Grecian  beauties,  furroundcd  by  ilaves  mag- 
nificently clothed. 

This  fpedtacle  delighted  Alphonfo ;  and  The- 
lifmar, acjuainted  with  the  cuftoms  of  Greece,  in- 
formed him,  that  it  was  thus  they  celebrated  every 
firit  of  May  ;  that  on  this  foiemn  day,  young  lovers 

(a)  The  fclte  of  this  village  is  ve»7  pleafant.  AmbalTa- 
dor',  and  various  otliers,  liave  coiintry-houfes  there.  Fejage 
Utteraire  de  la  Grue,  by  M.  Guys,  Tom.  I, 

fixed 
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fixed  coronets  of  rofcs  over  the  doors  where  their 
miftrcfTes  dwelt,  and  fang  their  praifcs  unier  their 
windows  (38). 

Alas  ?  faid  Alphonfo,  they  are  happy,  for  they 
are  heard.  That  favour,  replied  Thelifmar,  is  no 
proof  of  their  happinefs. 

But  what  happens  when  two  rivals  meet  under 
the  fame  window,  or  at  the  fame  door  ? 

They  faften  their  coronets  on  each  fide,  and  fing.  . 
alternately. 

After  our  travellers  had  flopt  fome  time  in  the 
firft  ftreet,  they  continued  their  way  ;  and  Al- 
phonfo,  perceiving  at  a  diflance  a  houfe  more  or- 
namented with  flowers  than  the  lell,  faid,  certainly 
that  is  the  habitation  of  fome  celebrated  beauty ; 
he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  when  coming; 
nearer,  he  beheld  two  charming  young  virgins 
{landing  in  a  large  balcony. 

The  guide  informed  them  this  was  the  hcv.fe  of 
Nicandor,  and  they  entered  ;  the  mafter  came  im- 
mediately to  receive  them,  and  after  having  read 
the  letter  of  Frederic,  embraced  them  both  aftl'c- 
tionately,  and  teftified  the  livelieft  hopes  that  they 
would  remain  with  him  fome  time.  Nicandor 
and  all  his  family  fpoke  French  tolerably  well  : 
Thelifmar  underfiood  that  language  perfe«^ly,  an 
Alphonfo  knew  fomething  of  it. 

Nicandor  called  his  fiaves,  who  conducted  the 
travellers  into  a  fpacious  hail,  the  walls  of  which 
I  4  were 
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W€re  Parian  maible,  where  a  bath  was  prepared 

(39). 

Alter  bathing;,  Nicandor  came  and  conduced 
them  into  the  apiartment  of  his  wife.  Glaphira ;  (he 
was  feated  upon  a  fofa,  with  her  two  daughters, 
Glycera  and  Zoe,  and  an  old  and  venerable  woman,. 
the  nurle  of  Nicandor,  who,  according  to  tlie  cuf- 
toms  of  the  modern  Greeks,  the  family  called  Pa- 
ranama,  a  gentle  epithet-,  expreffivc  of  gratitude, 
and  fignifying  fecond  mother.  (40). 

The  daughters  were  fuperbly  drefled,  both  had 
long  floating  robes,  white  veils,  decorated  with 
gold  fringe,  and  girdles  richly  embroidered,  faften- 
ed  with  buckles  of  emeralds  (41). 

Glaphira  and  Nicandcr  queftioned  Thelifmar 
concerning  his  travels,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  re- 
count fo  me  of  his  adventures.  After  which  they 
fat  down  to  table,  and  their  repaft  being  ended,, 
Zoe  brought  her  lyre,  and  accompanied  feveral  du- 
ets which  file  fang  with  her  fifcer  (42). 

This  agreeable  mufic  being  over,  Nicandor  pro^- 
pofcd  a  walk  to  his  guefl?, ,  which  they  readily  ac- 
cepted. 

He  led. them  into  the  meadows,  in  one  of  which 
they  beheld  a  multitude  of  fhepherds  and  fhepherd- 
elles  clothed  in  white,  and  adorned  with  garlands 
of  flowers,  almoft,  all  holding  in  their  hands 
branches  of  the  green  palm,  the  myrtle,  and  the 
orange  tree ;  fome  danced  to  the  found  of  the  lyre, 

v.'hile. 


while  others  gathered  flowers,  and  fang  thepraifes 
and  the  return  of  fpring. 

Look,  faid  Nieandor,  at  that  youn^  virgin 
crowned  with  rofes,  and  finer  than  her  compani- 
ons i  fhe  is  their  Queen  j  (he  reprefents  the  God- 
defs  of  Flowers  j  and,  while  called  by  the  charming 
name  of  Flora,  receives  the  homages  of  all  the 
village  throng  :  but  her  reign  is  fhort  ;  it  is  the 
empire  of  youth  and  beauty,  and  ends  before  the 
decline  of  day.  , 

While  Nieandor  was  fpeaking,  the  young -^ 
Queen  gave  a  fignal,  and  all  the  (hepherds  af- 
fembled  round  her  j  one  of  her  virgin  companions 
tiien  fang  ^.  hymn  in  honour  of  Flora  and  the 
fpring  3  at  the  end  of  each  couplet  of  which,  the 
ihepherds  repeated  in  chorus  this  burthen  : 

*^  Welcome  fweet  Nymph  !    blcft  Goddefs  of - 

'«-  the  May.'* 
After  which  they  continued  their  dances  (43). 
Having  walked  round    the    meadows    feveral 
times,  Nieandor  re-condu(Sted  his  guefls  back  to 
his  houfe,  where    they  found  Glaphira   and  her 
daughters  furrounded  by  their  flaves,  employed  at  . 
embroidering,  each  in  turn  relating  fhort  ftorie^ 
and  moral  fables   (44).     Though  Alphonfo   did 
not  underftand.  Greek,  he  was  charmed  with  the 
picture  he  beheld.     The  youthful  Zoe  was  fpeak- 
ing, and  Thelifmar  conjured  her  to  continue  her 
recital  j  Ihe  accordingly  began  again,  with  a  grace.- 
I  5  which-' 
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which  augmented  the  bloom  of  her  cheeks,   and 
her  modeft  diffidence. 

Zoe  related  the  hrftory  of  a  young  virgin  on 
the  eve  of  her  marriage,  quitting  the  paternal 
manfion.  She  told  her  tale  with  equal  truth  and 
feeling,  and  painted- the  interefting  and  deep  grief 
of  a  tender  and  grateful  daughter  tearing  herfelf 
from  the  arms  of  her  beloved  family.  GJycera 
liftened  to  the  detail  with  extreme  emotion  j  in- 
voluntary tears  then  bathed  her  down-caft  eyes, 
and'  watered,  the  flowers  fhe  embroidered  :  her 
tnother,  who  obferved  hsr,  called  het  withua 
broken  voice,  and  held  out  her  arms.  GJycera 
rofe,  ran,  and  threw  herfelf  at  her  mother's  knees 
melted  in  tendernefs. 

The  hiitory  is  interrupted;  Nicandbr  ap- 
proaches Glycera,  kiiles  her  aff^ftionately,  clafps 
her  <c  hit  bofom  :  the  lovely  Zoe  quits  her  work^ 
and  flies  to  her  filler's  arms  :  the  flaves  teHify 
their  feelings  at  this  touching  fcene  :  and  Nican- 
4or,  in  a-  few  moments^  taking  Alphonfo  and 
Thclifmar  into  another  apartment,  explained  the 
«a«fe  of  what  they  faw,  hy  firfl  telling  them  ths 
fubje<ft  of  Zoe's  fable,  andt  then-  informing  them^ 
that  Glycera- was  herfelf  at  the  eve  of  marriage. 

The  very  fame  evening  the  young  man,  chofen 
to  be  the  ipoufe  of  GJycera,  fent  large  bafkets 
isagniflcently  embelliflied,  containing  ornaments 
and  nuptial  preftfits  for  Glycera  and  the  family; 

The 
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The  next  day  the  young  Greek  came,  attended 
by  his  parents  and  friends,  to  the  houfe  of  Ni- 
candor  ;  the  beauteous  and  afFe£ting  Glycera  ap- 
peared ;  fhe  had  on  a  filver  robe,  embroidered  with 
gold  and.  pearls,  and  faftened  with  a  girdle  of 
diamonds ;  her  trefles  floated  upon  her  fhouldcrs, 
and  a  Hymeneal  crown  adorned  her  head  wliile 
ihe  wept,  and  hid  herfelf  in  her  motlier's  arms. 

Glycera  received  the  parental  benediiflion  kneel- 
ing, which  Nicandor  pronounced  with  great 
tcndernefs,  but  with  a  folemn  and  firm  tone  ; 
v/hile  the  feeling  mother,  incapable  of  articulat- 
ing a  word,  raifed  her  fwimming  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  prelTed  between  her  trembling  hands  the  hands 
of  her  daughter.  After  this  moving  ceremony, 
the  two  families,  united  and  followed  by  all  their 
flaves,  walked  to  church  ;  this  fuperb  train  was 
preceded  by  a  band  of  vocal  and  inftrumental 
niufic  :  after  them  came  the  young;  virgin,  fup- 
ported  by  her  father  and  mother  j  her  pace  was 
ilow,  timid,  and  trembling  ;  her  down-caft  eyes 
were  evidently  wet  with  tears  fhe  vainly  cn^ 
dcavoured  to  retain.  According  to  the  ancient 
ufage  of  Greece,  the  Torch  of  Hymen  was  car- 
ried before  her,  and  her  flaves,  hufband,  parent?, 
and  friends  clofed  the  proceilion,  iji  which  order 
they  arrived  at  church. 

After  the  ceremony,  the  bride  and  bridegroom 

were  re-condu6led  in  pomp  to  their  houfe,   the 

I  6  front 
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front  of  which  was  illuminatedj  and  ornamented 
with  flowers  and  foliage  ;  cups  of  wine  were 
given  to  all  the  guefts,  and  the  young  people  re- 
ceived, nofegays  bound  with  threads  of  gold,  the. 
perfon  who  prefented  them  faying,  Co  ye  and 
marry  alfo.  Thefe  words  roufed  the  attention 
of  Alphonfo,  who  looked  at  Thelifraar.  A  ban- 
quet fucceeded,  and  the  dancing  continued  till 
midnight  (45). 

Alphonfo  left  this  feaft  in  a  forrowful  mood ; 
the  remembrance  of  Dalinda,  and  the  fear  of  never, 
perhaps,  tafling  a  happinefe  fuch  as  he  had  been  • 
a  fpeclator  of,  afflicted  him  deeply.  This  melan- 
choly continued  feveral  days,  but  it  was  infenfibly 
diiiip^ted  by  the  new  and  agxeeable  obje£ls  which 
furrounded  him,  and  efpecially  by  the  tendernefs 
of  Thelifmar. 

Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  every  day  after  their 
walk,  went  regularly  to  the  embroidering  rooni.^.. 
whither  Glycera,  and  the  young  friends  of  Zoe 
always  came  5  Nicandor  explained,  in  a  whifper 
to  the  ftrangers,  the  fubjecls  of  the  tales  related 
by  thefe  young  Greeks  ;  and  when  Zoe  fpoke, 
Alphonfo  became  particularly  attentive  :  he  often 
would  change  places  v/kh  Nicandor  or  Thelifmar, 
the  better  to  fee  them  embroider,  and  he  remained 
longeft  always  at  the  frame  of  Zoe  ;  he  praifed  all 
their  performances,  but  he  onl'y  looked  at  that  <5f- 
Zoe  J  he  once  more  undertook  to  defigri  flowers^ 

And. 
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and  offered  every  day  a  new  pattern  to  Zee  for 
her  embroidery  ;  at  laft  he  began  continually  to 
vaunt  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  Greece,  and 
thought  Buyuk  Dwrai  the  moft  delightful  place 
he  had  ever  fecn. 

One  morning  when  he  was  alone  with  Thelif. 
mar,  the  latter  praifed  him  highly  for  his  con- 
duA.  I  am  quite  enchanted  with  you,  conti- 
nued he,  dear  Alphonfo  ;  I  fee  you  begin  to 
acquire  a  command  over  yourfelf. 

Do  I? 

Yes  ;  and  I. cannot  conceal  my  fatisfailion ;  for: 
thefe  three  weeks  paft  you  have  learnt  to  hide 
and  overcome  that  melancholy,  at  which  I  was  fo 
uneafy  ;  you  are  obliging,  amiable,  and  attentive 
in  company  ;  and  what  muft  have  coft  you  more 
than  all  the  reft,  you  fpeak  no  longer  of  DaJindaj 
be  aflured  I  feel  the  value  of  this  effort. 

So  faying,  Thelifmar  embraced  Alphonfo,  Vt^hb 
fuffered  his  embrace  with  a  cold  and  mournful  air, 
without  making  any  reply  ■;  a  moment's  filence 
fucceeded.  Alphonfo  walked  thoughtfully  about 
his  "cham.ber,  then  fuddenly  turning.  No,  Thelif- 
mar, faid  he,  I  mufl  not  deceive  you  ;  I  fhould 
be  unworthy  of  your  kindnefs,  were  I  to  leave 
you  in  an  error— — ^he  ftopt  and  blufhed. 

What  would  you  fay  ?  anfwered  Thelifmar, 

Perhaps,  exclaimed  Alphonfo,  I  am  going  to 
r^in  myfelf. . 

Ruin 
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Ruin  yourfelf!  what,  by  being  fincere  !  and  to 
me  Alphonfo  !  Can  you  fuppofe  it  ? 

Know  then,  that  though  my  heart  is  alwaj'-s  the 
fame,  though  Dalinda  alone  has  touched  it,  and 
though,    were  it  not  for  the  hope  of  becoming 

your  fon,  life  would  be  a  burthen yet if 

I  have  ceafed  to  fpeak  of  her,  if  1  have  feemed 
chearful,  do  not  attribute  this  condudt  to  the 
efforts  of  reafon,  but  on  the  contrary  to 

Come  to  my  arms,  interrupted  Thelifmar,  come 
noble  and  dear  Alphonfo,  this  proof  of  thy  candour 
and  confidence  juftifies  my  affedlion  for  thee. 

Oh  my  father  !  Oh  my  indulgent  friend  !  cried 
Alphonfo.— — 

See,  continued  Thelifmar,  how  fleeting  a  fen- 
fation  love  is,  dear  Alphonfo,  when  not  con- 
firmed by  an  affectionate  and  folid  friendfliip :  two 
large  black  eyes,  an  ingenuous  countenance,  a 
fweet  fmile,  and  five  or  fix  ftories  which  you  did 
not  underftand,  have  made  you,  in  three  weeks, 
forget  the  object  of  that  paflion  which  you  pre- 
tended was  fo  violent. 

It  is  true,  that  the  young  Zoe  amufed  and  in- 
terefted  me  j  it  is  true,  fhe  banifhed  my  forrows 
from  my  mind,  iand  that  Dalinda  was  lefs  fre- 
quently prefent  to  my  imagination,  but  fhe  was 
ever  in  my  heart. 

Do  not  deceive  yourfelf,  Alphonfoj  you  have 
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yet  no  real  attachment  to  Dalinda,   becaufc,  at 
prefent,  you  know  nothing  of  her  but  her  form. 

But  that  form  proclaims  a  foul  fo  pure,  fo  f«-. 
perior  !  Befides,  I  know  Dalinda  by  her  letters, 
her  acquirements,  her  tendernefs  for  you  !  In  a. 
word,  Dalinda  is  the  daughter  of  Thelifmar,  and 
is  not  that  enough  to  make  her  paflionatel/ 
beloved  ? 

All  that  is  not  a  fufficient  foundation  for  a  deep 
and  durable  attachment,  which  cannot  exill  with- 
out mutual  confidence  and  frjendftiip.  But  let  me 
afk  you  a  queftion  concerning  Zoe  :  how  has  it 
happened,  that  you  have  not  perceived  the  im- 
preilion  (he  has  made  upon  you  ? 

It  muft  certainly  be  a  want  of  refledlon. 

Imagine  then,  for  a  moment,  the  confequence 
•f  wanting  fuch  refledion,  I  have  more  than 
once  obferved,  that  Nicandor  and  Glaphira  do 
not  approve  your  exceflive  refpedl  for  Zoe ;  fo 
many  attentions,  a  preference  fo  marked,  muft 
foon  injure  the  reputation  of  the  young  virgin  to 
whom  they  are  paid.  You  have  rifqued  troubling 
the  repofe  of,  and  bringing  forrow  into  a  houfe, 
where  their  treatment  demands  all  our  gratitude. 

Heavens  !  you  make  me  fhudder— but  hence- 
forth I  will  think,  I  will  each  day  feverely  examine 
my  aftions,  my  fenfations,  and,  what  may  be 
more  efFcftual,  I  will  every  day  confult  you,  and 
never  mere  will  I  conceal  my  thoughts  from  you. 

And 
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And  now,  faid  Thelifmar,  I  muft  quit  myfelf 
of  a  promife  which  I  have  not  forgotten^  So 
faying,  he  opened  a  cafket,  took  out  the  fafti  of 
Dalinda,  and  gave  it  Alphonfo.  It  belongs  to- 
you,  faid  he,  you  have  a  right  to  it,  fince  I  pro- 
mifed  it  to  you  on  the  very  firil  proof  of  your^ 
fincerity.   ■    ■■ 

Oh  Thelifmar,  faid  Alphonfo,  greatly  afFedled, 
what  a  moment  have  you  chofen  !  And  am  Iper- 
mitted  to  receive  a  pledge  fo  dear  in  this  houfe  ! 

Yes;  if  it  ftill  continues  dear  to  you  i  if  you 
have  ftill  the  fame  fentiments. 

Then  I  dare  accept  it— Alphonfo  threw 
himfelf  at  Thelifmar's  feet,  received  the  fafh  of 
Palinda  kneeling,  and  kiffed  with  tranfport  the 
hand  that  gave  it. 

Remember,  Alphonfo,  faid  Thelifmar,  this, 
from  a  father,  is  no- light,  no  trifling  gift;  from 
this  moment  our  engagement  is  mutually  facred, 
I  have  adopted  you  as  a  fon  ;  I  promife  you  an 
amiable  and  virtuous  companion  for  life ;  of  whom 
you  muft  become  worthy,  not  by  a  romantic 
paffion,  but  by  a  ftable  and  uniform  virtue.  Con- 
tinue to  inform  your  mind,  and  improve  your 
temper  and  underftanding  ;  it  is  thus  you  muft 
prove  your  love  for  Dalinda,  and  ihew  your  gra»- 
titude  for  my  afFedlion. 

Nicandor  came  and  interrupted  their  conver- 
fation,  and  Alphonfo,  too  much  moved  to  fupport 

the 
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the  prefence  of  a  third  perfon,  retired  :  he  wilhed 
for  folitude,  that  he  might  indulge,  without  coji- 
ftraint,  the  tranfports  of  his  heart.  It  is  needlefs 
to  obferve,  that  from  that  day  fbrward  he  defigned 
no  more  patterns  for  Zoe,  paid  her  no  otlier  at- 
tentions than  fuch  as  good  breeding  demanded, 
und  avoided  going  into  the  embroidering  room. 

The  family  of  Nicandor,  however,  met  an  un- 
cxpeiled  affliftion  j  one  cf  their  friends,  lately 
returned  from  the  Ifle  of  Calki  (a),  to  which  he 
had  n^iade  a  fhort  voyage,  fell  ill  and  died  in  four 
days  time.  Nicandor  related  many  interefting 
particulars  ef  the  friend  he  had  loft  j.  and  told- 
how  he  had  renC'jriC€u  me  riches  and  honours 
which  he  had  a  right  to  C2tpe6ti-  that  he  might 
yield  himfelf,  without  controul,  to  the  delights  of 
friendfhip  and  ftudy. 

This  fage,  continued  Nicandor,  who  had  re- 
tired to  a  pleafant  houfe  (46)  near  mine,  diftri- 
buted  the  greater  part  of  his  income  to  the  un- 
fortunate ;  he  confecrated  the  reft  to  the  embel- 
liftiment  of  his  habitation :  his  heart  was  virtuous, 
and  his  temper  fimple  ;  he  cultivated  his  garden 
himfelf,  watered  his  flowers,  and  bred  birds,  for 

(a)  It  !s  the  ninth  of  the  Propontis  Iflands,  anciently 
called  Dscmoneri,  or  the  Ifles  of  the  Genii.  M.  d'Anvillc 
miftakenly  calls  them  Les  IJles  du  PrincCy  which  name  is 
given  by  the  inhabitants  only  to  the  fcuith.  Tkit  Note  is 
hy.M'  Gujj, 

which  > 
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which  he  made  an  extenfive  aviary.  Such  were 
his  innocent  amufements.  Beloved  by  his  friends, 
adored  by  his  flaves,  he  had  a  filter  worthy  of 
himfelf,  who  lived  with  him,  went  with  him  every 
where,  and  who  never  can  forget  iiis  lofs.  To- 
niorrow,  continued  Nicandor,  we  Ihall  perform 
the  laft  duties  of  friendfhip  ;  his  fifter  will  con- 
-dud  the  funeral  rites. 

But  how  will  fhe  have  the  fortitude,  faid  The- 
lifmar  ? 

You  are  a  man,  anfwered  Nicardor,  who  w\{h 
to  know  our  manners,  to  ftudy  nature  ;  come  and 
fee  this  forrowful  ceremony  ;  you  will  there  be- 
hold the  workings  of  dcfpr^ir.  Grief  among  us 
is  never  reprelTed,  it  is  feen  in  all  it's  energy. 
Among  a  people  who  are  flaves  to  appearances 
and  cuflom,  forrow  is  mournful  and  mute,  but 
here  it  is  eloquent  and  fublime. 

This  converfation  excited  the  curiofity  of  The- 
lifraar,  who  did  not  fail,  with  Alphonfo,  to  fol- 
low Nicandor  to  the  funeral  of  his  friend.  They 
went  firft  to  the  houfe  of  Euphrofme,  the  name 
of  the  fifter  above-mentioned,  and  ejitercd  a 
chamber  hung  with  blaclc,  where  the  corpfe,  mag- 
jiiiicently  clothed,  and  with  the  face  uncovered, 
was  hid  in  his  coffin  ;  the  flaves  were  kneeling 
round,  and  venting  their  grief  by  tears  and  groans. 
Among  them  Thelifmar  diftinguifhed  an  old  man, 

ftiU 
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itill  more  profoundly  afflicted  than  the  reft,   to 
whom  Nicandor  went  and  fpokc. 

Thclifmar  queftioned  Nicandor  concerning 
this  old  man,  who  anfwcred  his  name  was 
Zaphlri.  He  was  prefent  at  the  birth  of  him  we 
lament,  faid  Nicandor  ;  he  is  almoft  paft  the  ufe" 
of  his  limbs,  and  the  impoflibility  of  following 
the  burial,  adds  to  his  grief:  he  has  juft  told  me, 
there  is  but  one  remaining  plcafure  for  him  on 
earth,  the  feeding  of  the  birds,  and  the  culture  of 
the  flowers,  which  once  were  his  dear  mafter's 
delight. 

Nicandor  was  fpeaking,  when  Alphonfo  and" 
Thelifmar  felt  their  blood  run  cold  at  the  broken 
accents  and  dolorous  cries  they  heard  :  'it  is  the 
wretched  Euphrofine,  faid  Nicandor.  Immediately 
a  woman  appeared,  in  long  mourning  garments, 
with  difordered  hair,  pale  cheeks,  and  bathed  in 
tears  ;  fhe  was  fupported  by  two  flaves,  and 
feemed  fcarcely  able  to  drag  her  flow  fteps  along  ; 
the  auguft  and  affe6ling  pi<5lure  of  a  grief  fo  pro- 
found, made  her  natural  beauty  more  flriking, 
more  majeftic  ;  and  her  fhrieks,  her  lamentable 
groans,  were  uttered  in  an  accent  fo  penetrating 
and  fo  real,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  hear  them, 
and  not  at  once  feel  aftonifhment,  terror,  and 
the  moft  heart-rending  pity. 

The  Patriarch  and  his  attendants  foon  after 
arrived.     The  corpfe  was  take.n  up,  and  a  funeral 

dirge 
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dirge  began.     After  paffing  through  the  village^, 
and  proceeding  lefs  than  a  mile  into  the  country, 
they  came  to  a  place  over-fp.read  with  cyprefs- 
trees,  tombs,  and  fepulchral-columns. 

Euphrofine  Ihrieked,  and  hid  her  face  in  her 
veil,  as  foon  as  (he  perceived  at  a  diftance  the 
fepulchre  prepared  for  her  brother.  They  came 
at  laft  to  the  grave,  the  proceiTion  ftopt,  the  Pa— 
to-iarch  pronounced  the  burial-fcrvice,  kilTed  the 
dead,  and  retired. 

Euphrofme  then  raifing  up  her  veil  came  fud.- 
denly  forward,  and  fell  upon  her  knees  by  the ' 
fide  of  the  coffin..- 

Ch  my  brOLner  !  cried  Ihe.  receive  the  laft' 
farewel  of  thy  unhappy,  fifter  ;  Oh,  my  dear,  my 
affeilionate  friend  !  Do  I  then  look  ^pon  thee  for 

the  laft  time  ? My  brother  ! Is  this  my 

brother  ? Alas  !    yes,   here   are   his  features 

ftill  i  but,  oh,  infupportablo  thought !  While  I i 
bathe  him  with  my  tears,  while  I  call  him,  while 
my  heart  is  torn  with  defpair,  his  countenance- 
ftili  preferves  the  fame  unalterabk  gloom,  the  fame 

mournful  tranquillity Oh  dreadful  filence  ! — 

it  is  the  filence  of  death my  brother  is  but  a 

fliadow;    it  is  his  image  only  Euphrofme  kifxs 

what  then  have  I  forever  loft  thee  ! fhall 

I  never  fee  thee  more  ! Never  ! never! — 

No__I  cannot  fubmit  to  this this  eternal 

this  horribW  feparaticn.    No,  I  will  not  fufFer 

the, 
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the  hand  of  cruelty  to  tear  thee  from  my  arms, 
and  plunge  thee  in  the  tomb— —flop  Barbarian^ 
ilop,  forbear  to  dig  his  grave— —pity  my  grief, 
x)r  dread  my  defpair. 

The  Patriarch  again  advanced  to  t^e  away  the 
'tody.  Euphrofine  fent  forth  a  dreadful  fhriek  ; 
her  flaves  flew  to  her  afTiflancc,  and,  in  fpite  of 
.her  flruggles,  held  her  at  fome  diflance  from  the 
grave,  while  fhe,  quite  befide  herfelf,  rent  her 
garments,  and  tore  up  her  hair  by  the  roots  to 
fcatter  on  the  coffin. 

Her  tears  then  fuddenlyfliopt :  motionlefs  and 
fbupid  her  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the  coffin,  as  they 
were^owering  it  in  the  tomb.  But  when  fhe  faw 
them  place  the  marble  over  it,  by  which  it  was  to 
be   for  ever  hid,   fhe  fhuddered  dreadfully,    and 

fnrunk  back.     Oh  God  !  cried  fhe Is  it  then 

done  ! 

So  flying,  the  colour  left  her  lips,  her  eyes 
clofed,  and  fhe  fell  fenfelefs  into  the  arms  of  her 
fiaves.  They  bore  her  away  from  the  tomb  ; 
and  as  foon  as  fhe  came  to  herfelf,  her  friends  and 
relations,  according  to  cuflom,  conveyed  her 
home. 

To  get  to  the  houfc,  it  was  necefTary  fhe  fhould 
crofs  the  garden  j  here,  as  foon  as  fhe  entered,  fhe 
met  the  old  flave  Zaphiri,  holding  in  one  hand- a 
hoe,  and  in  the  other  a  watering-pot-^  fhe  looked 
and  fhuddered  ^    it  was   the   occupation  of  the 

dcccvffcd  J 
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deceafcd  ;    fhe  ran  towards  the  flave,  What  art 
thou  doing  Zaphiri,  cried  (he  ? 

Alas  !  I  am  tending  the  flowers  my  mafter 
loved  fo  much. 

Miierable  old  man,  faid  fhe,  feizing  the  hoe, 
thy  mafter  is  no  more  ;  this  place  muft  be  ever- 
more the  place  of  forrow,  of  defolation  ;  let  all 
that  embelliihes  it  die  j  be  it's  pleafures  annihilat- 
ed ;  open  the  nets  j  give  liberty  to  thofe  birds, 
whofe  warbling  and  mirth  diftrail:  my  heart  j  and 
thefe  flowers,  nurtered  by  my  brother's  hand,  let 
them  perifh  with  him. 

So  faying,  Euphrofine  wildly  end  rapidly  ran, 
cutting  down,  and  trampling  on  all  the  flowers  in 
her  path  (47). 

This  affecting  fcene  made  a  ftrong  impreflion 
on  the  heart  of  Alphonfo  ;  tell  me,  faid  he  to 
Thelifmar,  when  they  were  got  home,  how  does 
it  happen  that  ideas  fo  oppofite,  may  be  the  refult 
of  the  fame  feelings  ?  Why  does  this  old  man  de- 
light to  cultivate  the  flowers  of  his  mafter,  while 
Euphrofme  on  the  contrary,  finds  a  kind  of  con- 
folation  in  their  deftru6lion  ? 

Which  of  thefe  two  a^lions  do  you  prefer  ? 
afked  Thelifmar  in  his  turn. 

That  of  the  old  man  appeared  moft  natural,  and 
yet  the  other  affected  me  more.  ■ 

Common  feelings  produce  only  common  effects, 
while  a  deep  fenfibility  naturally  begets  extraordi- 
nary 
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nary  ideas  and  aif^ions  :  thus,  for  example,  if  the 
woman,  who  has  interefted  us  fo  much,  if  Eu- 
phrofmc  had  reafon,  tafte,  and  difceriiment,  as 
well  as  fuch  ftrong  paffions,  and  if  fhe  were  then 
to  write,  her  works  would  certainly  pofTefs  origi- 
nality, energy,  feeling  and  truth. 

And  is  it  not  the  pcfleffion  of  thefe  qualities 
which  conftitutes  genius  ? 

Undoubtedly  !  If  genius  did  not  originate  in 
the  foul,  would  it  be  a  gift  fo  precious,  fo  defir- 
able,  or  could  it  fo  powerfully  excite  envy  ? 

Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  pafTed  fome  few  more 
days  at  Buyuk-Dairai  ;  after  which  they  took 
leave  of  Nicandor  and  his  amiable  family,  quit- 
ted Greece,  and  entered  Afia  by  Natolia.  They 
flaid  a  little  while  at  Bagdad  (a)  and  Bailbra  (b), 
and  flopped  at  the  iiland  of  Bahrein,  in  the  Perfiaa 
Gulf,  where  they  faw  the  famous  pearl  fifhery  (48  j. 
From  thence  they  departed  by  fea  for  the  kingdom 
of  Vifapour. 

During  this  voyage  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo 
were  one  evening  walking  the  deck,  and  con- 

(a)  Bagdad  is  a  great  city,  on  the  f aftern  borders  of  the 
Tigris  ;  it  was  taken  by  the  Turks  Ibme  where  about  1638. 

(6)  Baflbra  is  a  fine  city,  below  the  confluence  of  the 
Tigris  and  the  Euphrates  ;  the  Turks  have  been  maftcrj  of 
:1  ever  fince  j66i  :  it  is  i^o  lea£U««  from  Bagdad, 

verfn.T 
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verfing  on  the  wonders  of  nature.     I  think  at  pre 
lent,  faid  Alphonfo,  1  know  them  all. 

Dear  Alphonfo,  finee  you  are  fo  learned,  replied 
Thelifhiar,  explain  the  meaning  of  the  phaenome- 
non  which  at  this  moment  appears  ;. look  this  way 
on  yonder  waves. 

Alphonfo  went  to  Thelifmar,  and  looking  as 
<lire(3:ed,  beheld  the  veflel  encircled  by  fire,  to 
which  the  total  darknefs  of  the  night  gave  an 
additional  brilliancy ;  the  furface  of  the  fea  was 
entirely  covered  with  fmall  fparkJing  ftars,  and 
every  wave,  as  it  broke,  caft  forth  a  fhining 
light. 

The  wake  of  the  vefTel.  was  of  a  luminous 
filver  white,  interfperfed  with  dazzling  azure 
.fparks  (49). 

I  confefs,  faid  Alphonfo,  this  is -a  glorious  fight, 
and  abfolutely  new  to  me. 

Come  let:  us  go  to  bed,  replietl  Thelifmar  ;  and 
ihould  you  happen  to  awake  in  the  night,  I  am 
perfuaded  you  will  make  fome  folitary  refle<Slions 
on  that  prefumption  which  is  but  too  natural  to 
you,  and  which  perfuades  you  of  the  extent  of 
your  knowledge,  when  every  day  proves  the 
contrary. 

Alphonfo  made  no  reply,  but  embraced  The- 
lifmar, and  went  to  bed. 

Scarcely  had  he  been  afleep  half  an  hour,  before 
there  w-'is  a  noife  in  hi?  cabin  that  awaked  him;: 

he 
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he   had   put  out  his  light,    and  was   frightened 

at  opening  his  eyes,    by  perceiving  fire  on  the 

partition  oppofite  his  bed  ;   he  rofe  haftily,  and 

his  furprize  increafed  at  beholding,  in  large  legible 

letters   of    fire,    thefe    words   written   upon  the 

boards  : 

L''arned  Alphonfo^  your  terror  is  ill  founded^  this 

jire  burns  not  (50). 

Afliamcd  and  aftonifhed,  Alphonfo  put  his  hand 
upon  thefe  fiery  charadlers,  and  felt  no  heat :  Oh 
Thelifmar  !  cried  be,  what  furprizes  me  the  moft 
is,  that  you  have  the  art  to  render  the  leflbns 
which  wound  fclf-love  agreeable.  Thelifmar  im- 
mediately appeared,  with  a  light  in  his  hand, 
fmiling  j  and  after  having  explained  to  him  the 
nature  of  this  feeming  fire^  retired,  and  Alphonfo 
once  more  went  to  fleep. 

It  is  alfo  time  that  we  fliould  go  to  fleep,  inter- 
rupted the  Baronnefs,  for  the  evening  has  been 
much  longer  than  ufual. 

The  nc>:t  evening  Madame  de  Clemire  again 
continued  her  hiftory  of  Alphonfo. 

Our  travellers  being  arrived  at  Vifapour,  vifited 
the  diamond  mines  (51),  and  afterwards  went  to 
the  Court  of  the  great  Mogul.  TheUfmar  having 
obtained  an  audience  of  the  Emperor,  was  per- 
mitted with  Alphonfo  to  fee  the  Palace.  They 
pafled  through  many  apartments,  and  found,  in 
all  of  them,  beautiful  women  in  magnificent  ha- 
bits, armed  with  lances,  who  formed  the  interior 

VOL.  II.  K  guard 
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^guard  of  the  palace.  The)'  came  to  a  vaft  an4 
Iblendid  hall,  hung  with  gold  brocade,  where  the 
Monarch  was  fitting  on  a  Throne  of  Mother  of 
Pearl,  entirely  covered  with  rubies  and  emeralds; 
four  Columns,  all  befpread  with  diamonds,  fup- 
ported  a  canopy  of  fdver,  embroidered  with  fap- 
phires,  and  ornamented  with  feftoons  and  pearls  ;^ 
a  fuberb  trophy,  compofed  of  the  Emperor's  arms, 
•his  quiver,  bow,  and  fabre,  garnilhed  with  jewels, 
and  conne6led  by  a  chain  of  topazes  and  diamonds, 
was  fufpended  to  one  of  the  columns;  the  Emperor 
himfelf  was  in  cloth  of  gold,  and  in  the  centre  of 
his  turban  was  a  diamond  of  prodigious  bright- 
nefs,  and  fo  large,  that  it  extended  almoft  over 
his  whole  front :  various  rows  of  fine  pearl  formed 
his  bracelets  and  collar;  and  an  infinity  of  pre- 
cious ftones,  of  various  colours,  enriched  his 
girdle  and  his  bufkins  :  before  him  was  a  table 
t)f  maflive  gold,  and  all  the  great  lords  of  his 
court,  in  moft  fumptuous  robes,  were  ftanding 
ranged  round  his  throne. 

Thelifmar  prefented  to  him  feveral  mathemati- 
cal inftruments,  of  which,  by  means  of  an  inter- 
preter, hje  explained  the  ufe.  The  Emperor 
fcemcd  pleafed  with  the  prefents  and  converfidon 
of  Thelifmar;  told  him,  it  was  his  birth-day;  ' 
that  the  whole  empire  celebrated  the  feftival,  and 
invited   Alphonfo  and  Theiifmar    to    fpcnd   the 

evening  in  his  palace, 

Evewng 
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Evening  came  ;  wine  was  brought  in  vafes  of 
rock  chrrftal ;  every  body  was  featcJ,  fruits  were 
ferved  in  plates  of  gold  ;  the  muficians  entered,  and 
the  hall  foon  refounded  with  cymbals  and  trun;pets. 
The  Emperor  filled  a  goblet  of  wine,  and  fent  it 
to  Thelifmar  ;  the  goblet  was  of  gold,  enriched 
with  the  turquoife,  the  emerald,  and  the  ruby. 
When  he  had  drank,  the  Emperor  defired  him  to 
keep  the  cup  as  a  mark  of  his  friendfhip. 

When  the  repaft  was  almoft  ended,  two  large 
bafins  of  rubies  were  brought  the  Emperor,  which 
he  threw  among  the  courtiers,  who  all  fcrambled 
for  them.  Soon  after  two  other  bafins  were 
brought  full  of  gold  and  filver  almonds,  which 
were  thrown,  and  fnatchcd  with  the  fariie  avidity. 

Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo,  as  you  may  well  fup- 
pofe,  fat  ftill,  afhamed  of,  and  contemning  the 
covetoufnefs  and  mcannefs  of  the  Mogul  lords. 

The  Emperor  alfo  diftributed  pieces  of  gold- 
ftuff  and  rich  girdles  to  fcveral  of  the  muficians, 
and  fome  of  the  courtiers  ;  after  which  the  drink- 
ing began.  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  were  the  only 
people  who  remained  fober  j  the  Emperor,  unable 
to  fit  upright,  hung  his  head  and  fell  aflccp,  and 
then  every  body  retired. 

When  Alphonfo  and  Thelifmar  were  alone, 
Thelifmar  faid  to  the  former,  What  do  you  think 
of  this  Court  .' 

I  think, 
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I  think,  replied  Alphonfo,  he  is  the  richeft  and 
nioft  magnificent  Sovereign  upon  earth. 

And  the  happieft,  and  moft  refpeclable  like- 
wife  ? 

I  know  not  if  he  be  happy,  for  I  know  not  if  he 
be  loved,  if  his  reign  be  peaceable  and  glorious  ; 
but  I  confefs  there  is  nothing  auguft  in  his  perfon; 
nothing  which  enforces  reverence.  There  is  not  a 
lingle  Prince  in  Europe,  who  has  fo  little  the  air 
of  majefty. 

.  And  yet  there  is  no  European  Sovereign,  who 
may  be  any  way  compared  to  him  for  pomp  and 
ihew.  Gold,  pearls,  diamonds,  and  all  the  Afiatic 
oftentation,  do  not  therefore  of  themfelves  imprefs 
any  real  refpecl.  What  muft  we  think  then  of 
thofe  frivolous  Europeans,  who  affix  fo  great  and 
imaginary  a  value  on  thefe  fhining  trifles  ?  I  wifli 
the  European  women,  who  are  riehefl  in  fuch 
pofTeffions,  and  who  are  fometimes  properly 
enough,  by  way  of  derifion,  called  queens  of  dia- 
monds, I  wifh  they  could  be  tranfported  here 
for  twenty-four  hours.  What  would  one  of  them 
fay,  at  feeing  herfelf  totally  furpafled  in  fuch 
bright  baubles,  by  the  very  flavesof  the  Em- 
perors wives. 

For  my  part,  anfwcred  Alphonfo,  blufhing  a 
little,  I  {hall  no  more  mention  the  diamonds  that 
my  father  loft  during  the  earthquake  at  Lifbon. 
But  pray  tell  me  how  it  happens,  that  the  great 

Lords 
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Lords  of  this  Court,  who  feetn  fo  rich,  are  yet 
lb  covetous  ?  How  meanly  did  they  huftle  one 
another  for  the  gold  and  jewels  the  Emperor 
threw. 

Their  whole  emulation  is  that  of  being  more 
fuperbly  dreft  than  others  ;  they  only  feek  to  dif- 
tinguifh  themfelves  by  filly  outlide  fhew  ;  and  you 
fee  how  much  this  kind  of  vanity,  carried  to  ex- 
cefs,  can  make  men  capable  of  the  moft  degrad- 
ing a6ls.  But  to  return  to  the  Emperor  :  you  {-^j 
you  are  ignorant  if  he  be  happy  j  can  you  fuppofe 
a  monarch  fo  ignorant,  fo  debafed,  happy. 

If  he  be  good,  he  may  be  beloveo. 

We  do  not  love  whom  we  defpife  j  ought  he' 
not,  for  the  good  of  his  people,  to  be  well  in- 
formed, juft,  and  eftimable.  Befides,  this  Mo- 
narch has  no  fubjeds,  they  are  only  flaves,  and 
he  is  a  defpot  ;  he  exercifes  a  tyrannical  power 
outwardly,  while  he  is  inwardly  tormented  by  all 
the  fears  and  terrors,  which  ever  were  the  juft  pu- 
niihments  of  tyrants.  The  homage  paid  him  is 
forced  ;  and  while  adulation  offers  him  incenfe, 
hatred  is  fccretly  confpiring  his  deftruclion ;  his 
life  is  paft  in  fufpicion,  or  the  punifhment  of  trai- 
tors ;  he  is  in  continual  fear  of  all  that  approach 
him  J  and  to  complete  his  mifery,  his  very  chil- 
dren are  fufpedled. 

The  next  day,  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  went 
!-  'liV  to  the  palace  ;    the  Mogul  was  then  at  war 
K  3.  with- 
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with  the  Sovereign  of  Decan,  and  v/as  going  to 
vifit  the  camp  where  his  troops  were  afiembled. 
His  wives  were  mounted  on  elephants  that  waited 
at  their  doors  ;  TheHfmar  counted  eighty  of  thefe 
animals  all  pompoufly  equipped  ;  the  little  towers 
they  carried  were  plated  with  gold,  and  embellifh- 
cd  with  mother-of-pearl  ;  the  fame  metal  too 
formed  the  bars  of  their  grated  v/indows  ;  a  canopy 
of  cloth  of  filver,  with  taffels  hung  with  rubies, 
covered  each  tower. 

:  The  Emperor  was  carried  in  a  palanquin  of 
gold  and  mother-of-pearl,  fet  with  pearls  and  pre- 
cious ftones  :  many  other  palanquins  followed  that 
of  the  Emperor,  and  a  vaft  number  of  trumpets, 
drums,  and  other  inftruments,  mixed  among  a 
crowd  of  ofHccrs,  richly  clothed,  \yho  carried  rich 
canopies,  and  umbrellas  of  brocaded  gold,  hung 
with  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds,  led  the  pro- 
ceflion. 

Our  travellers,  after  having  admired  the  fplen- 
dor  of  his  camp,  quitted  the  court  of  the 
great  Mogul  (52),  and  went  to  the  kingdom  of 
Siam.  Here  they  faw  the  famous  white  elephant 
fo  much  revered  in  India  :  his  apartment  is  mag- 
nificent, he  is  ferved  kneeling,  and  in  vefTcIs  of 
gold  (a).  "Thefe  attentions",  fays  an  illuftrloiis 

(^j)  They  have  the  fame  refpea  for  white  elephants  at 
Laos,  Pegu,  Sec. 

philofopher 
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philofopher  (a)  "  thefe  refpe6ls,  thefe  offerin;js, 
"  flatter  him,  but  do  not  corrupt ;  he  has  not 
"  theji  a  human  foul  ;  and  this  iliouM  be  fufE- 
"  cicnt  to  demonftrate  it  to  the  Indians." 

There  was  now  but  one  part  of  the  world  un- 
known to  our  travellers,  America,  for  v/hich  they 
embarked,  and  came  to  California ;  from  thence 
they  went  to  Mexico  ;  and  as  they  were  on  their 
route  to  the  town  of  Tlafcala,  Thelifmar  looking 
at  his  watch,  ftopt  his  carriage,  and  alighted  j 
telling  his  fervants  to  wait,  and  carefully  look  to 
tl^  horfes  3  for,  added  he,  night  will  fuddenljji 
overtake  us. 

How  !  faid  Aiphonfo,  laughing,  night  !  not 
fo  fuddenly,  for  it  is  only  noon. 

Thelifmar  made  no  reply,  but  feeking  the  fhade, 
turned  towards  fome  trees  at  a  little  diftance. 
Aiphonfo,  as  he  followed,  perceived  an  animal, 
the  extraordinary  ngure  of  which  raifcd  his  atten- 
tion ;  it  was  niiieteen  or  twenty  inches  long,, 
without  reckoning  the  tail,  which  was  at  leaft 
tVv'elye,  and'fcaly,  like  a  ferpent  ;  its  ears  were 
like  thofe  of  the  fmall  owl,  and  its  hair  ereifV. 

The  animal  ftood  flill,  and  Aiphonfo  wiflied  to 
examine  it ;  he  obferved  it  was  waiting  for  its 
young,  which  were  running  towards  it  j  as  thcj 

(a)  M.  de  Buff-.n. 

K  4  jEame 
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came  up,  it  put  them  one  after  another  into  a 
hag  or  pouch  beneath  its  beliy,  then  ran  towards 
the  trees. 

Defirous  of  obferving  fo  fingular  an  animal 
nearer,  and  finding  that  it  could  not  run  fait, 
Alphonfo  purfued  it ;  he  had  juft  overtaken  it 
when  it  came  to  the  foot  of  a  tree,  up  which  it 
ran  with  furprizing  agility,  and  feizing  the  end  of 
one  of  its  higheft  branches  with  its  tail,  twifled  it 
round,  and  tliere  remained  fufpended,  apparently 
motionlefs  {S3)' 

Alphonfo  was  going  to  mount  the  tree,  whea 
he  heard  on  every  fide  of  him  a  loud  crackling, 
which  redoubling,  feemed  like  the  difcharge  of 
artillery  ;  at  the  fame  inflant  he  was  covered  v/ith 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  fmall  black  grains, 
darted  on  him  from  all  parts  (54).  He  haftily  drew 
back,  and  hid  his  eyes  with  his  hands,  which  were 
confiderablyhurtby  the  grains  that  hadftruck  them. 

The  pain-  was  fo  great,  that  he  was  obliged  to- 
keep  them  fhut  for  fome  minutes,  at  laft  he  open- 
ed them,  but  no  fooner  had  he  done  fo,  than^ 
he  cried  out,  Oh  heaven  !  I  am  blind  !  Oh  The- 
lifmar  !   Oh  Dalinda  !  I  fhall  never  fee  you  more. 

Thelifmar,  Thelifmar,  where  are  you  ? 

Do  not  abandon  the  unhappy  Alphonfo. 

As  he  faid  this,  he  heard  pretty  near  him  aburft 
of  laughter,  and  knev/  it  was  the  voice  of  Thelif- 
mar. What  then,  continued  he,  does  Thelifmar 
infult  my  mifery  ?  No  ;  it  is  not  poffibje. 
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He  then  recolleiled  that  Thelifmar,  when  he 
got  out  of  his  carriage,  had  told  his  fervants  that 
niffht  approached  j  he  began  therefore  to  take 
courage,  and  doubt  the  truth  of  his  blindnefs,  not- 
v/ithftanding  the  midnight  darknefs  tliat  furround- 
Cd  him ;  he  followed  the  found  of  Thelifmar'-:; 
voice,  till  he  found  and  feized  him  in  his  arms, 

I  cannot  at  prefcnt,  faid  Thelifmar,  fer\e  yov; 
as  a  guide,  Alphonfo,  for  I  am  as  blind  as  you  are. 

Thanks  be  to  heaven,  replied  Alphonfo,  that  I 
am  acquitted  for  the  fright  only ;  I  find  now,  that 
the  caufe  of  my  fear  is  nothing  but  an  eclipfe  of 
the  fun  ;  but  I  did  not  think  that  eclipfes  ever  pro- 
duced fuch  total  darknefs,  nor  can  1  conceive  by 
v/hat  art  you  could  foretell,  with  fo  much  precifioii, 
the  exafl  moment  of  this  phasnomenon. 

While  Alphonfo  was  fpeaking,  the  fun,  once 
more  beginning  to  appear,  dlflipated  the  fearful 
obfcurity  that  had  blackened  every  objciSt ;  the 
profound  filcncc,  the  midnight  calm,  foon  ceafed,- 
and  nature  feemcd  to  revive;  the  birds  with  frefu 
animation,  thinking  they  fang  the  return  of  Au- 
iora,  gave  notice  by  their  loud  and  lively  war- 
biings,  of  the  birtli  of  day  (55). 

Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  now  regained  their 
carriage,  and  the  eclipfe,  the  animal,  and  the 
ftrange  artillery,  furnished  our  travellers  with  fub-- 
jeds  for  cojivcrfatioji,  which  were  not  cxhaulled 
when  they  arrived  at  Tl;;fc;;la, 

K  5  (flitting 
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Quitting  Mexico,  Thelifmar  and  Alphonfo  em- 
barked for  St.  Domingo  ;  here  Alphonfo  flattered 
himfelf  he  fhould  find  a  letter  from  his  father  ;  he 
was  miftaken,buthe  received  news  from  Portuo-al, 
though  fuch  as  gave  him  great  affliiStion. 

He  learnt,  that  Don  Ramirez  had  not  returned 
to  Portugal  i  that  the  public  opinion  was  totally 
changed  concerning  his  being  again  taken  into 
favour,  and  fent  on  an  embafly  ;  moft  people  everj 
fuppofed  him  exiled,  but  were  totally  ignorant  to 
what  part  of  the  world  he  was  retired. 

This  intelligence  overwhelmed  Alphonfo  with 
grief;  uncertain  now  of  what  might  bs  his  father's 
fate,  his  remorfe  became  more  keen  than  ever. 

Thelifmar  came  to  feek  him,  juft  as  he  was  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  melancholy  thoughts.  I  come 
K)  tell  you,  faid"  Thelifraar,  you  will  fee  Dalinda 
much  fooner  than  you  hoped  ;  fhe  is  at  Paris  v/ith 
her  mother;  they  will  wait  for  us  there  ;  to-mor- 
row we  Vvdll  depart  for  Surinam,  from  thence  we 
will  em.bark  for  France,  Vvhither  we  Ihall  go  di- 
x-ecMy.  But  in  the  mean. time,  added  Thelifmar, 
before  you  fee  Dalinda,  I  will  fhew  you  a  prefent 
I  have  juft  received  from  her-  Here,,  open  this, 
do  you  recollsil  that  foran  ?'  • 

Heavens  !  cried  Alphonfo,  it  is  the  portrait  of 
Dalinda  I  Whaf  a  wonderful  pi6lure  !  What  a 
Iriking  likenefs !  How  perfect  is  the  painter's  art  V 

This- 
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This  piiflure  will  intereft  you  ftill  more,  when 
you  know  it  is  the  work  of  Dalinda  herfolf. 

Dalinda  !  Has  (he  then  every  talent  as  wcU  as 
every  charm  r  Oh  permit  me  once  more  to  look 

on  this  precious  pamting. Yes  j   behold  her 

angelic  features  ;  look,  there  is  her  enchanting; 
fmile.  How  happy,  Theliimar,  are  you  in  the: 
pofTeflion  of  fuch  a  treafure  I 

And  yet  I  defire  another  picture  of  her  ;  I 
would  have  her  paint  herfelf  once  more,  but  with 
lier  hufband  by  her  fide  ;  and  when,  Alphonfo>  fhe 
Ihall  give  me  that,  I  promife  you  fhall  have  this^ 

Alphonfo  only  replied  by  tenderly  preiTmg  the 
hands  of  Thelifmar,  and  watering  them  with  his 
tears. 

Far  from  feeling  a  joy  pure  and  unmixed,  he- 
looked  upon  it  as  his  indifpenfible  duty  to  returni 
to  Portugal,  hoping  there  to  find  foms  fort  of  in- 
formation concerning  his  father  :  he  was  unalter- 
ably determined  to  declare  his  refolution  of  going, 
thither  to  Thelifmar  ;  but  this  refolution  was  toO' 
painful,  notto  caufe  the  molt  violent  agitations  in- 
his  mind- 
He  had  never  had  the  courage  to  confefs  a  fault,, 
for- which  he  juftly  and'  bitterly  reproached  him- 
felf ;  he  wanted  the  power  to  tell  fo  dear  a  frienA 
he  had  left  Spain, clandeftinely,  v/ithouthis  father's 
confent;  and  this  firft  diiTnnulationjhad  obliged: 
him  todifguifs  the  truth  in  a  thoufand  other  in- 
1^  6  fla:-icts  :"- 
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llances  :  at  laft,  however,  he  firmly  purpofed  to^ 
expiate  all  his  wrongs  by  his  fincerity,  without 
referve,  and,  if  necefFary,.  by  the  moft  painful  fa- 
Giifices  j  and  in  this  difpofition  left  Saint  Domingo. 
They  arrived  at  Surinam  (a)  about  dufk,  and  were 
ftruck  by  a  moft  brilliant  fpedtacle  at  their  firll 
entering  that  country.  The  coaft  feemed  cover- 
ed with  an  infinity  of  chandeliers,  hung  without 
©rder  at  enequal  diflances.  Thelifmar  and  Al- 
phonfo  were  admiring  this  agreeable  illumination,, 
when  they  perceived  many  of  the  lights  were  in 
jnotion,  and  advancing  towards  them. 

A  moment  after,  they  plainly  diftinguifhed  eight 
©r  ten  men  who  walked  nimbly,,  though  they 
feemed  covered  with  fmall  lighted  candles  ;  fome 
on  their  bonnets,  fome  on  their  ihoes,  and  fome 
in  their  hands.  This  vifion  greatly  furprized  Al- 
phonfo,  who  wanted  to  come  near  thefe  men ;. 
but  they  pafTed  haflily  by,  and,  as  Alphonfo  did 
not  underftand  the  language  of  his  guides,  he 
could  not  fatisfy  his  curiofity. 

When  they  came  to  the  houfe  where  they  were 
to  lodge,  they  were  fhewn  into  a  pretty  chamber,, 
as  clear  as  day  j  but,  as  Alphonfo  remarked  that 
tlie  lights  were  placed  in  two  fmall  glafs  lanterns, 
he  wiOied  to  fee  them  nearer  :  he  then  difcovered 

with 

(a)  Surinam  Is  a  Dutch  colony,  of  about  30  leagues  ex- 
tent, along  the  river  cf  Surinam,  in  Guiana, 
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with  aftonifliment,  they  were  nothing  but  green 
flies,  of  a  bright  emerald  colour,  which  gave  all 
this  light. 

We  have  now  an  explanation  of  the  thing  we 
wanted,  faid  Thelifmar  ;  the  trees  being  in  a  co- 
nic form,  are  covered  with  thefe  flies,  and  re- 
femble,  at  a  diftance,  girandoles  and  chandeliers 
hung  in  the  air ;  the  men  we  met,  had  fafl:ened 
thefe  fliining  infeds  on  their  bonnets  and  feet,  and 
carried  them  in  glafs  tubes  in  their  hands. 

The  very  fame  evening,  Alphonfo  learnt  thefe 
beautiful  flies  were  more  than  one  way  ufeful. 
When  he  was  in  bed,  they  were  taken  from  their 
little  lanterns  and  let  fly  about  the  room,  in  which 
he  was  informed  they  would  kill  the  knats,  which 
might  otherwife  difturb  his  refl;.  (56) 

Alphonfo,  however,  a  prey  to  inward  grief  and 
chagrin,  could  not  clofe  his  eyes  the  whole  night ; 
he  rofe  before  day-break,  determined  no  longer 
to  defer  opening  his  heart  to  Thelifmar,  but  to  in- 
form him  of  all  his  faults  and  all  his  forrows. 

He  went  to  walk  upon  the  fca-ihore  till  The- 
lifmar fhould  rife,  and  after  ftraying  a  confider- 
able  time,  fat  dov.'n  at  th^  foot  of  a  tree,  where 
he  fell  into  a  vague  and  painful  reverie  ;  prefently 
his  eyes  became  heavy,  he  began  to  doze,  and  in 
a  few  moments  was  afleep.  He  was  awaked  by  a 
piercing  and  forrowful  cry,  and  opening  his  eyes, 

faw 
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faw  himfelf  in  the  arms  of  Thelifmar,  who  waS 
bearing  him  away. 

Alphonfo  endeavoured  to  fpeak,  but  could  only 
utter  feme  broken  anxi  plaintive  founds  ;  pale  and 
faint,  he  could  not  fupport  himfelf,  he  wanted' 
even  the  power  of  thought.  Thelifmar  laid  him 
down  o]i  the  grafs,  ran  towards  the  fea,  filled  his 
hat  with  falt-water,  and  made  Alphonfo  drink  it; 
after  which,  with  the  help  of  feme  fervants,  he 
raifed,  and  took  him  home. 

Alphonfo  came  to  himfelf  by  degrees.     Where 

**  am  I,  faid  he,  as  he  felt  his  ftrength  returning  ? 

Oh  my  fon,  faid  Thelifmar,  have  I  not  fpoken 

to  you  of  this  fatal   tree  ?   Have  I  not  told  you,. 

that  to  fleep  beneath  its  perfidious  fhade    is  to- 

die   (57)? 

It  is  true,  cried  Alphonfo,  with  a  languifhing 
voice,.  I  recolledl  it  now. 

Providence  be  praifed,  you  are  out  of  danger; 
but  had  not  my  fears  for  you  brought  me  where 
you  lay,  the  very  inftant  they  didj  1  fhould  have 
loft  you,  Alphonfo. 

And  do  you  weep  for  me,  my  father  ?  For  me  ! 
Oh  moft  affectionate  of  friends  !  befl  of  benefac- 
tors !  wherefore  have  you  fnatched  me  from  the 
arms  of  death  ?  I  had  then  been  regretted  by  you. 
Thelifmar,  while  weeping  for  the  miferable  Al- 
phonfo, would  then  have  been  ignorant  of  hi» 

wor-ft  errors. 

What 
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^Vhat  do  you  mean,  Alphonfo  ? 

lam  overpowered  by  your  favours,  penetrated 
by  your  bounties  ;  my  affection  for  you  is  the 
reigning  fcntiment  of  my  heart,  and  yet  I  am  the 
moft  unfortunate  of  men. 

Heavens  !   Which  way  ?  how  ? 

A  fingle  word,  Thelifmar,  may  make  you  judge 
cf  my  fituation  ;  I  cannot  follow  you  to  fVance  ? 

And  why  not  ? 

Sacred  duty  dictates  my  return  to  Portugal : 
Oh  !  that  by  this  painful  facrifice  I  could  ex- 
piate my  fault  ! 

What  fearful  remcrfe   is  it   that  overwhelms 

you  ?— — But no thou  art  incapable    of 

wickednefs  or  meannefs  ;  fpe:k,  be  confident, 
open  thy  heart  to  thy  friend. 

Alphonfo  fhed  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy  at 
hearing  this,  was  filent  a  few  moments,  then 
taking  courage,  owned,  without  refervc,  how  he 
had  deceived  Thelifmar,  when  he  afTured  him  that 
Dx)n  Ramirez  approved  his  travels  ;  related  the 
circumftances  of  his  flight,  and  painted,  in  the 
mofl  moving  manner,  his  remorfe,  and  uninter- 
rupted inquietude  concerning  the  fate  of  his  father. 

When  he  had  finifhed  his  recital,  Thelifmar, 
with  a  foftencd  heart  looked  at  him,  and  faid.  No, 
I  will  not  abandon  thee ;  I  myfelf  will  coiiduft  thee 


to-  Portugal^ 


Thefe 


2oS         THE  TALES    OF    THE    CASTLE^ 

Thefe  words  infpired  Alphonfo  with  gratitude 
fo  ftrong,  fo  paflionatej  he  could  only  exprefs  it  by 
falling  at  the  feet  of  his  generous  friend. 

Yes,  continued  Thelifmar,  we  will  find  this 
unhappy  father ;  I  will  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  giving 
t-hee  again  to  his  arms  j  for  I  dare  afllire  him  thou 
now  wilt  make  him  happy.  We  (hall  arrive  fome- 
what  later  in  France,  but  Dalinda  will  fee  thee  re- 
conciled to  heaven  and  thyfelf,  and  honoured 
with  the  paternal  benedi6tion.  Don  Ramirez  will 
certainly  confent,.  without  fcruple,  to  your  union 
with  Dalinda.  My  fortune  is  not  immenfe,  but 
it  is  more  than  fufficient ;  the  ties  which  attached 
Don  Ramirez  to  Portugal,  are  all  broken ;  it 
will  be  no  difficult  thing  to  engage  him  to  look  on- 
Sweden  as  his  country,  and  my  houfe  as  his 
Qwn. 

This  is  too  much,  faid  Alphonfo  ;  Oh  Thelif- 
mar !  let  me  breathe  j  my  heart  cannot  exprefs  il's 
feelings  towards  a  benefactor  fuch  as  you;  grati- 
tude becomes  a  paflion  ;  words  are  weak  ;  I  can 
njDt  tell  you  what  I  think. 

This  converfation  delivered  Alphonfo  fronv 
cne  part  of  his  troubles ;  the  indulgence  and 
tendernefs  of  Thelifmar  afTuaged  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  remorfe,  and  gave  birth  to  the  fweeteft 
hopes r 

Before  they  quitted  Surinam,  Thelifmar  and 
Alphonfo  were  invited  on  a  fifhing  party,  and  roie 

on 
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t>n  the  day  appointed  early  in  the  morning.  In 
their  way  to  the  fea-fide,  they  crofled  a  marfh  full 
of  extraordinary  trees  j  from  their  flexible  branches, 
bundles  of  filaments  hung  down,  lay  upon  the 
ground,  took  root,  grew,  and  formed  other  trees^ 
as  beautiful  as  thofe  to  which  they  were  united, 
and  of  which  they  were  only  flioots,  which  again 
multiplied  after  the  fame  manner  ;  infomuch  that 
a  fingle  tree  might  become  tlie  parent  ftock  of  a 
whole  foreft. 

But  what  mod  furprized  Aphonfo  was,  that 
th'ele  trees  were  covered  with  fhell-fifh !  A 
multitude  of  oyfters  were  fixed  to  their  branches 
(58). 

Thelifmar  v;as  explaining  the  caufe  of  thefe  fin- 
gular  things,  when  they  arrived  on  the  ftrand  j  they 
went  on  board ;  the  fifhing  began,  the  net  was 
thrown,  and  the  haul  was  a  good  one, 

Alphonfo  feeeing  an  exceeding  large  filh,  very 
Lice  an  eel,  v/ent  and  touched  it  v/ith  a  little  fwitch 
that  he  had  in  his  hand  ;  no  fooner  hr.d  he  done  fo,. 
than  he  felt  fo  great  a  pain  in  his  arm  and  hand,, 
that  he  gave  a  loud  cry  before  he  could  recollect 
himfclf.  The  fifhermen  all  began  to  laugh  ;  and 
Alphonfo,  piqued  and  aftoniflicd,  remained  mo- 
tionlefs  awhile. 

Recovering  himfelf,  he  went  again  to  the  fifh,. 
and  faid,  I  do  not  know  how  the  touching  this  fifh 
can  caufe  fo  violent  a  fhock  ;  but  I  will  Ihew  you- 

at 
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at  leaft,  that  though  I  may  be  furprize«lj  I  am  not 
to  be  intimidated. 

So  laying,  he  (looped  down  and  touched  the  fifh 
v/lth  his  hand.  He  did  not  cry  out  this  time  ;  but 
he  received  fo  terrible  a  fhock,  that  if  Thehrmar 
had  not  ftepped  forward,  and  catched  him  in  his 
arms,  he  would  have  fallen ;  and  was  fo  ftunned 
by  the  violence  of  the  ftroke,  that  he  almofl  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  fenfes. 

As  foon  as  he  was  perfe6lly  recovered,  I  will 
fhew  you,  faid  Thelifmar,  a  ft  ill  more  aftonifliing 
effect  jproduced  by  this  fiih.  We  are  fourteen  peo- 
ple in  all,  let  us  form  a  circle,  and  each  hold  the 
other  by  the  hand ;  I  will  ftand  firft,  and  you  laft  ; 
I  will  touch  the  fifti  with  a  ftick,  and,  although  fe- 
parated  from  me  by  twelve  people,  you  fhall  yet 
feel  the  fame  fhock  as  I. 

The  experiment  was  made,  and  confirmed  all 
that  Thelifmar  had  predided  (59). 

The  day  after  this  adventure,  our  travellers 
quitted  Surinam  and  America,  and  embarked  for 
Portugal.  During  the  voyage,  Thelifmar,  in  re- 
turn for  the  confidence  Alphonfo  had  placed  in 
him,  fatisfied  a  curiofity  he  had  long  entertained. 
Alphonfo  could  not  conceive  how  Thelifmar 
might  rcfolve  to  quit  his  country  for  four  years, 
and  tear  himfelf  from  a  family  fo  dear  to  him,  for 

fo  long  a  tune. 

Thelifmar 
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Thelifmar  informed  him,  that  his  Sovereign, 
being  the  protestor  of  literature  and  learned  men, 
had  engaged  him  to  make  this  facrifice  :  the 
favours  of  my  King,  continued  he,  my  love  of 
fcience,  and  the  particular  delight  I  take  in  na- 
tural hiftory,  have  determined  me  to  undertake 
an  entcrprize,  the  fatigues  of  which  my  fricndfhip 
for  you  has  made  me  chearfully  fupport ;  the  care 
of  forming  your  heart,  and  enlightening  •  your 
mind,  together  with  the  affection  you  have  infpired 
me  with,  alone  could  foftea  the  uneafinefs  and 
chagrin  I  have  often  felt,  and  which  are  infepara- 
ble  from  the  feeling  mind  abfent  from  its  native 
home. 

After  a  favourable  voyage  our  travellers  landed 
in  Portugal,  where  all  the  information  that  Al- 
phonfo  could  procure,  relative  to  Don  Ramirez, 
was  very  feeble  and  infuiBcient.  They  alTured 
him,  that  his  father  had  not  been  i'ecn  there  durino- 
the  laft  two  years,  and,  after  an  infmity  of  re- 
fearches,  Alphonfo  was  pcrfuadcd  Don  Ramirez 
was  either  in  England,  or  in  RuHia.  The  in- 
terefls  of  his  flimily  required  Thelifmar  fhould  go 
to  England  ;  this  Alphonfo  knew :  therefore  in 
quitting  Portugal,  he  had  the  confolation  to  think 
he  fhould  not  ftay  in  France,  but  follow  Thelifmar 
and  Dalinda  to  a  land  in  which  he  hoped  to  fiiid 
his  father, 

NOTE  S, 
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Referred    to    by    the    Figures;, 
In      V    O    L.      lU 


(t)  A  Famous  Florift  in  Holland,  told  me  he  ha«l' 
^  *"  given  6800  livies  (afifl.)  for  a  rootj  adding, 
that  he  had  feen  others  far  dearer.  Many  Amateurs  will 
iBCt2!!c"'  iV.2tz  sr-a-isoicthsri  rmfpscivS  cf  ilovvcrs worthy  the 
care  of  cultivaiion  :  thefeare  the  Hyacinth,theTuHp,  theAu- 
ricula,  theCarnation,  the  Ranunculus  and  theAnemony  :  the 
Hyacinth  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful,  but  leaft  various  in 
its  colours;  it  is  lefs  common  too  than  the  other.  The  Ra- 
runculusisfaid  to  have  been  brought  from  Syria,  during  the 
time  of  the  Crufades  j  the  Anemony  was  tranfported  from 
America  in  the  laft  century,  by  M.  Bachelier;  and  they 
pretend,  that  the  Hyacinth  is  a  native  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hcpe;  the  moft  beautiful  Hyacinth  is  the  Ophyrj  it  is  yel- 
low, with  purple  fpots  on  the  in  fide. 

(2)  The  earthquake  which  happened  In  Sicily  1694-3; 
the  hiftory  of  which  is  given  by  Mr.  Hartop,  Father 
Alertandi-o  Burgos,  and  Vin  Bonajutus,  is  one  of  the  moft* 
terrible  ones  in  all  hlftoiy  :  it  fhook  the  whole  ifland  ;  and 
rot  only  that,  but  Naples  and  Malta  Ihared  In  the  fhock. 
It  was  of  the  fecond  kind  mentioned  by  Arlftotle  and 
Pliny,  viz.  a  perpendicular  pulfation  or  fucceflion.  It  was 
impofiible,  faid  the  noble  Bonajutus,  for  any  body  in  this 
country  to  keep  on  their  leg?  on  the  dancing  earth  ;  nay, 

thofc 
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ihofe  that  lay  on  the  ground  were  tofled  from  fide  to  fide 
as  on  a  rolling  billow,  and  high  wrills  leaped  from  their 
foundations  feveral  paces,  Sec.  Phil.  Tranf.  No.  207.  The 
mifchief  it  did  is  amazing;  almoft  all  the  buildings  in  the 
countries  were  thrown  down  ;  fifty-four  cities  and  towns, 
befides  an  incredible  number  of  villages,  were  either  de- 
ftroyed  or  greatly  damaged.  We  fhall  only  inftance  the 
fate  of  Catania,  one  of  the  moft  famous,  ancient,  and 
flourifliing  cities  in  the  kingdom,  the  lefidcnce  of  feverai 
Monarchs,  and  a  Univerfity.  This  once  famous,  now 
unhappy  Catania,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Fa.  Burgos,  had  the 
greateft  fliare  in  the  Tragedy.  F.  Anton.  Serrevita,  being 
on  his  way  thither,  and  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles,  ob- 
ferved  a  black  cloud,  like  night,  hovering  over  the  city ; 
and  there  arofe  from  the  mouth  of  Montgibcllo,  great  fpires 
of  flame  which  fjuead  all  around  j  the  fea,  all  of  a  fudden, 
began  to  roar  and  rife  in  billows  ;  and  there  was  a  noife,  as 
if  all  the  artillery  in  the  world  had  been  at  once  difchargcd  ; 
the  birds  flew  about  aftoniflied  j  the  cattle  in  the  fields  ran 
crying,  &c.  His,  and  his  companions  horles  flopped  fliort, 
trembling,  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  alight.  They  were 
no  fooner  off,  but  they  were  lifted  from  the  ground  above 
two  palms  ;  when,  cafting  his  eyes  towards  Catania,  he, 
with  amazement,  faw  nothing  but  a  thick  cloud  of  duft  in 
the  air.  This  was  the  fcene  of  their  calamity  ;  for,  of  the 
magnificent  Catania,  there  was  not  the  leaft  footftep  to  be 
feen.  S.  Bonajiitus  aflures  us,  that  of  18,914  inhabitants, 
i8, 000  periflied  there.  The  fame  Author,  from  a  compu- 
tation of  the  inhabitants  before  and  after  the  earthquake,  in 
the  feveral  cities  and  towns,  finds  that  near  60,000  perifhed, 
out  of  254., 900. 

(3)  The  greateft  part  of  Lilbon  was,  in  fa6l,  deftroyed 
fcy  incendiaries  j  who,  during  this  dreadful  difafter,  fet  fire 

to 
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to  the  houfes  that  they  might  pillage  them  wrth  more  impu- 
jiity.  The  unfortunate  inhabitants,  who  were  the  vlftims 
_  c(  this  unheard  of  wickednefs,  found  relief  in  the  humanity 
of  a  generous  nation.  No  fooner  were  the  EngHUi  informed 
of  this  terrible  event,  than  they  haftened  to  fend  them  every 
fticcour  of  which  they  flood  in  need.  This  benevolent  aft 
coft  the  Englifli  fix  millions,  but  it  gave  them  new  claims 
to  the  efteem  of  all  Europe. 

(4.)  I  find,  in  an  Englifli  work,  as  inftruflive  as  enter- 
taining, a  fingular  Anecdote,  little  known,  relative  to  Ca- 
talonia. 

"  From  that  period,  the  Emperors,  Kings  of  France, 
"  governed  Catalonia,  by  appointing  Counts,  01  Vicegerent?, 
*'  removeable  at  pleafure,  till  the  government  was  rendered 
*'  hereditary  in  the  family  of  Wilfred  the  Hairy  :  whether 
*♦  this  happened  by  a  conceflion  of  Charles  tlie  Bald,  m  by 
«*  ufurpation,  remains  a  doubt  among  the  learned.  It  con- 
**  tinued  in  his  pofterity  for  many  generations.  This  Prince 
**  having  been  grievouily  wounded,  in  a  battle  againft  the 
♦«  Normans,  received  a  vifit  from  the  Emperor,  who  dipping 
"  his  finger  in  the  blood  that  trickled  from  the  woun^, 
*'  drew  four  lines  down  the  gilt  fhield  ef  Wilfred,  faying, 
**  Earl,  be  thefe  thy  armorial  Enfign.  Four  Pallets,  Gules, 
"  on  a  Field,  or ;  remained  from  that  time  the  Coat  of 
«<  Arms  of  Catalonia,  and  afterwards  of  Arragon  ;  when 
««  Raymund  the  fifth  mairied  Petronilla,  only  daughter  and 

«'  heireis  of  Ramiro,    the  fecond  King  of  Arragon." 

Tra'v eh  through  Spain,  in  the  Tears  1775  and  ijj6,  bj 
Henry  S'zi.inburn,  Efq. 

(5)  The  following  is  what  a  French  Traveller  fays  o« 
the  fubjeft  of  the  Cafcades  I  mention. 

"  One  is  aftoni/hed,  while  traverfing  thefe  threatening 
*'  rock?,  to  meet  delicigws  vallies  and  fine  verdure,  and 

«*  trees 
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•'  trees  in  the  bofom  of  fterility  ;  to  fee  natural  cafcades  pre- 
*'  cipitate  theinfdves  from  their  rude  pinnacles,  and  trouble 
*'  the  filence  which  reigns  in  that  afylum,  only  to  render  it 
*'  more  interelting." 

EJfais fur  V Efpagnty  TotJie  1.  Page  35. 

And  here  follows  what  an  Englifli  Traveller  fays  on  the 
fame  fiibje(5l : 

**  The  greateft  hardship  here  is  a  fcarcity  of  good  wafer, 
*•  Except  one  fpring  at  the  parifh,  and  anotiier  at  the  con- 
*'  vent,  ihey  have  no  other  than  ciftern  water,  and  that  bad 
**  enough.  This,  in  fummer,  is  a  terrible  inconvenience, 
"  and  gives  the  lye  to  the  florid  defcriptions  I  have  read  of 
"  the  purling  ftreams,  and  beautiful  cafcades,  tumbling 
"  down,  on  every  fide,  from  the  broken  rocks.  The  wart 
"  of  water  is  fo  great,  tliat  neither  wo'f,  bear,  or  other  wild 
"  beaft  is  ever  feen  on  the  mountain." — Travels  thioitgh 
Spaht,  by  Henry  S-iuinburn,  Efq\  London,  ^to. — Page  ^o. 

This  quotation  is  ftriking  enough,  and  were  pains  taken 
to  compare  the  accounts  of  travellers,  I  believe  many  fuck 
like  might  be  found.  For  my  part,  I  have  taken  a  liberty 
which  many  Hiftorians  l»ve  likewife  taken,  that  of  choofmg 
the  moft  agreeable  ;  however,  I  do  not  diflemble  my  motives 
of  preference,  and  readily  confefs,  that  the  name,  reputa- 
tion, and  works  of  the  Englifh  Traveller,  ought  to  infpire 
the  greateft  confidence. 

(6)  Among  the  combats  between  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Moors,  was  one,  in  winch  the  women  of  Tortofa  gained 
great  renown.  They  expofed  themfelves  on  the  ramparts 
of  the  town,  and  performed  fuch  prodigious  afls  of  valour, 
that  Raymond  Berenger,  the  laft  Count  of  Barcelona,  infti- 
tated  in  1170,  the  Military  Order  of  La   Kaclia,  or  tl:e 

Tyrch, 
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Torch.     They  obtained  many  otlier  honourable  privileges, . 
which  now  no  longer  exift,  except  that  of  taking  the  light- 
hand  of  the  men,   be  their  rank  what  it  will,  in  their  mar- 
riage ceremonies. 

The  hiftory  of  Germany  affords  a  fimilar  anecdote.  In 
the  year  1015,  the  Poles  befieged  the  town  of  Meiflin,  which 
■muft  have  been  taken,  had  it  not  been  for  the  heroifm  of  the 
women,  who  partook  all  theiaboureof  the  fiege.  The  Em- 
peror Henry  II.  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  women  of 
Meiflin,  who  had,  on  that  occafion,  fliewn  greater  courage 
than  their  hulbands,  ordained  an  anniverfary  feftival  for  the 
deliverance  of  the  town,  and  that  the  women  alone  fliould 
go  in  pioceflionto  the  church,  as  a  teftimony  that  Meiflin 
owed  it's  fafety  to  them*  This  proceflion  was  continued 
with  great  pomp  till  the  fixteenth  century,  when  the  Luthe- 
rans abolillied  theRomifh  religion. 

Hift.  Cener.  d' Alletnagne^  by  M,  Montignj,  Tome  IF, 

During  the  war  between  John  I.  King  of  Caftile,  and 
John  I.  King  of  Portiigal,^  the  Engllfh  having  befieged  Va- 
lencia, in  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  which  was  then  without 
men,  the  nobility  having  all  followed  the  prince  to  the  field, 
the  ladies  defended  the  town,  repelled  the  sriTault  of  the  ene- 
my, harrafied  them  by  Tallies,  and  obliged  them  to  retire; 
John,  in  recompenfe  of  their  valour,  permitted  them  to  wear 
a  fcarf  of  gold,  and  granted  them  all  the  privileges  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Scarf.  The  date  of  this  order  is  uncertain, 
but  is  faid  to  be  between  1383  and  1390.— — £«£yf/i'/'^'^/^» 
at  the  wor^EcHARPE. 

(7)  The  town- houfe  of  Toledo,  near  the  Archbirtiop's 
palace,  isftill  admired;  the  colonadeal  architeaure  is  very 
beautiful.  On  one  of  the  walls  of  the  ftair-cafe  are  Spanifh 
verfcs,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation  ; 

«  Nob' 
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*'  Noble  and  judicious  men  of  Toledo,  leave  your  paf- 
*'  fions  oil  this  ftair-cafe  ;  here  leave  love,  tear,  and  covet- 
**  oulnefs  ;  forget  private  for  public  good  j  and  fince  God 
*«  has  made  you  tlie  pillars  of  this  auguft  palace,  remain 
«  always  firm,  upright,  and  unfliaken." 

EJaisfur  VEfpa^ne,  Tom.  I, 

(8)  Thefe  mountains,  abfolutely  defert,  I'erved  many  ages 
as  an  afyliim  to  robbers  and  wolves.  In  vain  had  feme 
patriots  piopofed  to  grub  and  clear  them.  M.  Olavides, 
however,  after  having  peopled  the  deferts  of  Andalufia, 
covered  the  Sierra  Morena  with  colcnifts  and  labourers. 
Government  favoured  the  eftablifliment,  and  it  profpered  j 
but,  notwithftanding  the  attentions,  benefactions,  and  re- 
peated exemptions  of  government,  there  are  many  difcon- 
tented  fpiiits  among  thefe  people  5  their  complaints,  gene- 
rally ill-founded,  are  the  confequence  of  man's  natural  in- 
quietude, who  wiflies  for  eafe  and  independence  without 
making  ufe  of  the  means  by  which  they  arc  procured. 

EJais  fur  I'Efpagne,  Tom.  I. 

*rhe  chief  place  in  the  colony  is  called  Carolina  j  both 

the  French  and  Englilh  traveller  have  given  charming  de- 

fciiptions  of  this   eftabliOiment.     Thofe  of  the  latter  are 

delightful. 

(9)  In  the  dajs  of  the  MulTelmen  this  Mofque  was  a 
fquare  building,  with  a  flat  roof,  upon  arches.  It  wanted 
proportion,  for  it  was  only  thirty-five  feet  high,  while  It's 
breadth  was  four  hundred  and  twenty,  and  it's  length  fire 
hundred  and  ten.  The  roof  was  fupported  by  near  a  thou- 
fand  columns,  and  by  feven  hundred  and  eighty  according 
toothers.  The  Mofque  had  twenty- four  gates,  and  4.70« 
lamps  were  lighted  in  it  every  night,  which  annually  con- 
fumed  near  a6, 000  pounds  of  oil, 

L  At 
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At  prefent  a  part  of  the  Mofciue  only  exifts,  whick  ig 
tvirned  into  a  church  that  has  feventeen  gates,  and  is  510 
feet  long,  and  140  broad  faj  j  and  in  one  part  of  itftanda 
vaft  number  of  columns,  marble,  but  of  various  fpecits, 

forming  a  vaft  quincunoc. Tra'vels  through  Spain,  hy 

Henry  SiMinburne,  Efq,  page  297. 

{10)  Grenada  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  Sierra  Nevada, 
or  Mountain  of  Snow,  and  is  built  on  each  fide  of  th« 
Darro.  The  Xenil  bathes  it's  walls,  and  thefe  two  rivers 
are  formed  from  the  melting  of  the  fnows,  with  which  the 
Sierra  is  always  covered. — Effais  fur  VEfpagne,  Totn.I. 

(ii)  The  moft  remarkable  monument  of  Grenada  is  the 
Caltle  of  the  Alhambra,  an  ancient  Moorifli  palace,  in  the 
eentre  of  which  is  leen  one  more  modern,  built  by  Charles 
V.  which  yet  is  in  ruins,  with  only  tlie  walls  remaining. 
It's  extent  wa«  not  great,  the  better  to  preferve  the  Moorifli 
palace,  which  was  deftined  to  be  a  fummer  habitation.  Ih 
the  Alhambra  are  found  the  remains  of  prodigious  magni 
feence,  colonades  of  marble,  fountains,  baflb  relievos,  a 
prodigious  number  of  infcriptionF,  &c.  Among  othcfs  the 
fupsrb  court,  called  the  Court  of  the  Lions,  is  greatly 
admired  :  the  Generaliph  is  another  Moorifh  palace,  which 
communicates  with  the  Alhambra.  It  is  built  on  a  great 
•levation,  and  watered  from  every  part.  The  gardens  are 
in  the  form  of  an  Amphitheatre;  the  fituation  is  charming, 
and  preferable  to  that  of  the  Alhambra. 

EJfais  fur  l^Efpagne,  Tom.  I. 

(12)  Irv  the  days  ef  Boabdil,  or  Abouabdoulah,  the  tail 

King  of    Grenada,    the   Alabeces,  Abencerages,  Zegris, 

and  Gomeles,  were  the  muft  powerful  families  in  that  city  \ 

they  filled  moft  of  the  great  employmtnts  about  Court,  and 

fcarce 

(a)   The   French  Traveller  fays,  600  long,  and  150  kroad. 
X/i;i  fur  l^EfpagnCf  T»m.  J.  f  ige  iS  j. 
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ibaiee  a  brilliant  atchievement  in  war  was  hentl  of,  that 
was  not  performed  by  the  arm  of  lomc  kniglu  of  thefe  four 
houfcs.  High  above  the  reft  towered  the  Abenceragei, 
unequalled  in  gallantry,  magnificence,  and  cliivalry.  None 
among  the  Abencerages  was  more  acconiplirtied,  more  diltin- 
giurtied,  than  Albin  Hamet,  who  for  his  great  wiidom  and 
valour  ftood  defervedly  foremoft  in  the  lift  of  the  King's 
favourites.  His  power  rofe  to  luch  a  pitch,  that  it  excited 
the  moft  violent  envy  in  thebrcaft  of  tlie  Zegrisand  Gome- 
les,  who  determined  to  pull  him  down  from  this  p;ft  of 
fuperior  eminence.  After  concerting  many  fchemes  for  his 
deftru(51ion,  none  appeared  to  them  more  efFeflaal  than  one 
propofed  by  a  confummate  villain  of  the  Zegris  familj^ 
He  feized  an  opportunity  of  being  alone  with  the  King, 
uhofe  charafttr  was  as  yet  frank  and  unfufpicious  ;  alTurn- 
ing  an  air  of  extreme  anguifli  of  mind,  he  obferved  to  the 
Prince  how  very  weak  his  conduft  appeared  to  all  wifemen, 
by  repofing  fuch  unbounded  confidence  in,  and  truft'ng  hit 
perfon  with  fuch  traitors  as  the  Abencerages,  who  were 
well  known  to  be  laying  a  fcheme  for  a  general  revo't, 
thereby  to  deprive  Abouabdou'ah  of  his  life  and  cioun. 
Nay  more,  he,  and  three  men  of  honour,  had  fetn  tlic 
Queen  in  wanton  dalliance  with  Albin  Hamet  Abencerage, 
behind  the  lofty  cyprefles  in  the  gardens  of  the  Generulif, 
from  whence  Hamet  had  returned  infolently  ciov/ned  with 
a  garland  of  rofes.  Thefe  calumnies  rouzed  ah  the  furies 
of  jenloufy  in  the  breaft  of  the  credulous  Monarch,  and  the 
deflru(5lion  of  the  whole  lineage  of  Abencerage  was  planned 
by  the  blooily  junto^  The  principal  men  of  tlic  devoted 
family  were,  under  fome  pretence  or  ct'ier,  Cunimor.ed  or.e 
by  one  to  attend  th«  King  in  th»  Cjurt  c>f  Lions.  No 
fooner  was  each  unhappy  vi^im  ;dniilteJ  within  tiie  wslls, 
thaa-  he  was  feized  by  liie  Zegris,  led  Lo  a  lai£,e  ahibaCn 
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bafon  in  one  of  the  adjoining  halls,  and  there  beheaded. 
Thirty -fix  of  the  noblefl  of  the  race  had  already  periflied 
before  the  treachery  was  difcoverfid.  A  Page,  belono-ino- 
to  one  of  thofe  noblemen,  having  found  means  to  follow 
his  mailer  in,  and  to  get  out  again  unfeen,  divulged  the" 
fecre-t  of  this  bloody  tranfa<Slion.  The  treafon  once  known, 
all  Grenada  was  in  an  inftant  up  in  arms,  and  many  de- 
fperate  combats  enfiied,  which,  by  the  great  havock  made 
amongit  the  moll:  valiant  of  it's  chieftains,  biought  the  (late 
to  the  very  brink  of  ruin.  Thefe  tumults  being  appeafcd 
by  the  wifdom  of  Mufa,  a  baftard  brother  of  the  King,  a 
grand  council  was  held,  in  which  Abouabdoulah  declared 
his  reafons  for  the  punifliment  infli61ed  on  the  Abencerages, 
1/is.  their  confpiracy,  and  the  adultery  of  the  Queen.  He 
then  folemnly  pronounced  her  fentence,  which  was,  to  be 
burnt  alive,  if  within  thirty  days  (lie  did  not  produce  four 
knights  to  defend  her  caufe  againll  the  four  accufers.  The 
Queen's  relations  were  upon  the  point  of  drawing  their 
fcimitars  in  the  audience-cham.ber,  and  refcuing  her  from 
the  danger  that  threatened  her ;  but  their  fury  was  checked 
by  the  eloquence  of  Mufa,  who  obferved  to  them,  they 
might  by  violenae  fave  the  life  of  the  Sultana,  but  by  no 
means  clear  her  reputation  in  the  eyes  of  the  woild  ;  which 
would  certainly  look  upon  that  caufe  as  unjuft,  which  re- 
fufed  to  fubmit  to  the  cuftomary  trial.  The  Qu^fen  was 
immediately  fnut  up  in  the  tower  of  Comares.  Many 
Grenadine  warriors  were  ambitious  of  having  the  honour  of 
^xpofing  their  lives  in  her  quarrel,  but  none  were  fo  happy 
as  to  prove  the  objea  of  her  choice.  She  had  conceived  fo 
hi^h  an  idea  of  the  Chriftians,  from  the  valour  fhe  had 
ften  them  difplay  in  a  great  tournament  lately  held  at 
Grenada,,  and  the  treachery  of  the  Zegris  filled  her  with  (o 
defpicable  an  rpinion  of  Moovifli  honour,  that  flie  was  de- 

•termined 
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termlned  to  reft  her  defence  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  Spanifli 
Knights.     In  hopes  of  rouzing  their  noble  fpirits  to  a(5lion, 
flie  dilpatched  a  trufty  meffenger  with  a  letter  to  Don  Juan 
deChacon,  Lord  of  Carthagena,  entreating  him  toefpoule 
her  caufe  j   and  like  a  true  Knight,  bring  with  him  thres 
brave  warriors,  to  ftand  her  friends  on  the  day  appointed. 
Chacon  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  fet  too  high  a  pi  ice 
upon  that  honour,  not  to  be  punctual  to  the  hour  of  trial. 
The  fatal  day  arrl\  ed,  and  all  Grenada  was  buried  in  the 
deeped  affliftion,  to   find  that  their  beloved   Qoeen   hid 
been  fo  remifs  as  not  to  have  named  one  of  her  defenders. 
M'lfa,  Azarque,  andAlmcradi,  the  judges  of  the  combat, 
prelTed  her,  in  vain,  to  accept  of  their  fwords,  or  thofe  of 
ftveral   other  warriors  willing  to  alTert  the  juftnels  of  htr 
caufe.    The  Sultana,  relying  on  the  Spaniili  faith,  pei filled 
in  her  refufal ;  upon  which  the  judges  condu6led  her  dowa 
fiom  the  Alhambra  to  a  fcaffold  in  the  great  fquare,   hung 
with  blick,  where  they  feated  themfelvcs  on  one  fide.     At 
the  fight  of  tliis  beauty  in  dilhefs,  the  whole  place  refound- 
ed  with  loud  ciies  and  lamentations  j    and  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty that  the  fpetRatois  could  be  reflrained  from  attacking 
her  enemies,  and  refcuing  her  by  main  force.     Scarce  weie 
the  judges  feated,  when  t\*enty  trumpets  announced  the 
approach  of  the  four  accufers,  who  advanced,  armed  cap-a- 
pie,,  mounted  on   the  fineft  courfers  of  Andalufia.     Over 
their  armour  they  wore  loofe  veils,  with  plumes  and  faflies 
of  a  tawny   colour.     On  their  fliields   were  painted   two 
bloody  fwords,  and  tliefe  words  :   For  the  truth  lue  draiix 
them.— 'All  their  kinfmen  and  adherents  accompanied  iliem 
to  their  ports  within  the  lifts.     In  vain  did  the  crowd  call  a 
longing  eye  towards  the  gate,  through  which  the  champions 
of  injured  innocence  were  to  enter  j   none  appeared  from 
figlit  in  the  moriiing  to  two  in  the  afternoon.    The  Sul- 
L  3  tana's 
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tana's  courage  began  to  fail  her ;  and  when  four  valiawi 
Moors  prefer  ted  thtmfclves  to  fue  for  the  honour  of  draw- 
ing tlieir  fwords  to  vindicate  her  innocence,  fhe  promifed 
to  tnift  her  life  in  their  hjnds,  if,  within  two  hours,  the 
j>eifons  (lie  expefled  fhould  not  appear.  At  that  inftant  a 
great  noife  was  he?.rd,  and  four  Turkifli  hoifemen  came 
prancing  into  the  fqiiare.  One  of  them  addrefled  the  Judges, 
reouefting  the  favour  of  fpeaking  to  the  Queen  ;  which  being 
granted,  he  knelt  down,  and  told  her  aloud,  that  he  and  his 
companions  were  Turks,  come  to  Spain  with  thedefign  of 
trying  their  flrength  againft  the  heroes  of  Ferdinand's  army  j 
but  that  hearing  of  this  folemn  trial,  they  had  changed  their 
re/^jlut;on,  and  were  now  arrived  at  Grenada,  to  devote  their 
fifil  eflay  of  arms  in  Spain  to  her  fervlce,  and  hoped  fhe 
would  anprove  of  them  for  her  champions.  As  he  fpoke, 
he  let  drop  into  her  lap  the  letter  (he  had  written  to  Don 
Ju.in;  by  the  fight  of  which,  ftie  difcovered  this  feigned  Turk 
to  be  no  other  than  the  Lord  of  Carthig«nay  who  had 
l)ro«ght  with  him,  as  companions  in  tliis  dangerous  conflifl, 
the  Duke  of  Arcos,  Don  Alonzo  de  Aguilar,  and  Don 
Ferdinand  de  Cordova.  Tiie  Q^een  accepted  of  their  pro- 
pofal  ;  and  tue  Judges  having  folemnly  declared  her  voice, 
fjnve  orders  for  the  charge  to  found.  The  onftt  was  fierce, 
and  the  fight  long  doubtful.  At  length  Don  Juan  over- 
threw Maliandon  Gamtl,  and  the  Duke  flew  Alihamet  Zegri ; 
Mahandon  Gamel  fell  by  the  fword  of  Aguilar  5  and  th» 
laftofall,  the  arch  traitor  Mahomed  Zegri,  dilabled  byre- 
peated  wounds,  an*  fainting  with  lofs  of  blood,  funk  at  the 
ff«  of  Don  Ferdinand  ;  who,  fetting  his  knee  on  the  In- 
fidel's breaft,  and  holding  his  dagger  to  his  throat,  fummoned 
him  to  confefs  the  truth,  or  die  that  inflant.  «'  Thou  needeft 
•«  not  add  another  wound,"  faid  Mahomed,  «'  for  the  laft 
•'  will  prove  fufficlent  to  rid  the  world  of  fuch  a  monfter. 

«•  Know 
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•»  Know  then,  that  to  revenge  myfelf  of  the  Abencerages, 
"  i  invented  the  lye  that  caufcd  their  deftruftion,  and  the 
*'  perfecution  of  the  Sultana  ;  whona  I  here  declare  free 
«'  from  all  ftain  or  reproach  whatfoever,  and  with  my  dying 
«  breath  implore  her  forgivenefs."    The  judges  came  down 
to   receive  this  depofition  of  the   expiring  Zegri,  and  it 
■was  afterwards  announced  to  the  people,  who  expreded 
their  joy  by  the  loudeft  acclamations.     The  day  ended  in 
ftftivity  and   rejoicing.     The  Queen  was  efcorted  back  in 
triumph   to  the  Palace,  where  the  penitent  Abouabdoulah 
fell  at  her  feet,  and  with  floods  of  tears  endeavoured  to 
at<»ne  for  his  crime,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  for  the  Qiieen  re- 
mained inffexible,  and,  retiring  to  the  houfe  of  her  neareft 
of  kin,    refufed   to  have  any  further  intercourfe  with  him. 
The  four  Knights  left  Grenada,  without  difcovering  them- 
felves  to  any  other  perfon;    and  foon  after,  the  numerous 
friends  and  adherents  of  the  Abencerages  abandoned  the 
city,  and,  by  their  fecedion  into   Caftile  or   Africa,  left 
AbouiiSdouiah  deftitute  of  able  officers,   and  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  his  enemies,  who,  in  the  covufe  of  a  few  months, 
deprived  him  of  his  kingdom, 

(13)  This  globe  of  fire  was  a  meteor,  and  fimriar  appear- 
ances have  been  obferved  in  the  remoteA  ages.  It  was  this 
kind  of  meteor  which  formerly  fpread  terror  in  Rome, 
which  Aiiftotle,  Seneca  and  Pliny  have  defcribed.  It  was 
anciently  called,  and  is  fo  ftill  by  the  vulgar,  flaming  fword, 
and  Fvry  dragon.  I  have  not  invented  any  circumftances 
relative  to  this  phenomenon  in  my  tale,  as  may  be  feen  by 
thelollo"'  ing  account: 

*»  The  Globe  of  fire  which  was  the  fubjeijl  of  the  Memoire 

*»  of  M.  le  Roy,  was  obferved  the   i7ih  of  July,    1771, 

"  about  half  pad  ten  in  the  evening, — There  fuddenly  sp- 

«•  peared  in  the  north-weft  a  fire  like  to  a  great  falling  ftar, 

L  4  "  which 
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which  augmenting  as  it  approached,  foon  took  the  form 
of  a  globe,  that  afterwards  had  a  tail,  which  entrained 
all  after  it.  This  globe,  having  traverfed  a  part  of  the 
heavens,  became  flower  in  it's  motion,  and  took  the  form 
of  Batavian  Tears,  when  it  flred  a  moft  powerful  light ; 
it's  head  appeared  enveloped  in  fparks  of  fire,  and  it's 
tail  edged  with  red  containing  all  the  colours  of  the  rain- 
bow. At  length  it  burft,  fliedding  a  vaft  number  cf 
luminous  particles  like  the  Brilliants  in  fire«works. 
"  The  i2ihof  November,  1 76 1,  M.le  Baron  des  Adretz, 
one  league  from  Ville  Franche,  in  Beaujolois,  fiw  a  bright 
globe  of  fire,  which  fcemed  fwiftly  falling  and  increaf- 
ing  in  fize  as  it  fell.  A  train  of  fire  marked  it's  route  j 
after  it  had  traverfed  nearly  an  eighth  of  the  horizon,  it 
feemed  as  large  as  an  exceeding  large  tun,  cut  horizon- 
tally in  half.-— —It  turned  upfide  down,  and  out  of  it 
came  a  prodigious  quantity  of  flaming  fparks,  like  the 
largcft  of  thcfe  feen  in  fire-works. 
♦'  In  the  town  of  Btaune,  this  meteor  ^ave  alight  equal 
to  that  of  noon- day. 

**  The  3d  of  November,  1777,  at  half  pad  nine  in  the 
evening,a  very  extraordinary  meteor  was  feen  atSarlat('«^. 
The  heavens  became  fo  light,  that  they  thought  day  again 
was  going  to  break.  A  moft  luminous  globe  of  fiieap- 
peared,  from  which  came  laige  fparks,  like  artificial  ftars, 
and  the  circle  by  which  it  was  furrounded,  was  formed 

of    different-coloured    rays. When  this    enormous 

globe  was  "about  fix  fathoms  high,  two  fpecies  of  volca» 
no  came  fiom  it,  which  took  the  form  of  two  large 
rainbows,  one  of  which  loft  itfelf  towards  the  North, 
and  the  other  towards  the  South.*  ^ 

DiSiomaire  des  Merveilles  de  la  Nature,  Tome  II, 

(14)  It 
(ej  A  fmall  town  of  Perlgor d,  120  leagues  from  Paris. 
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(14)  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  Alphonfo'sflioes  were 
nailed,  and  that  his  ftaff  had  an  iron  ferrule. 

*'  The  Ancients,  fays  M.  de  Bomare,  knew  the  load-- 
"  ftone  would  attrafl  iron  j  and  if  Pliny  may  be  believed, 
«'  it  was  found  out  by  a  fli:pherd,  who  felt  that  the  nails 
«  of  his  Ihoes,  and  the  ferrule  of  his  ftaff,  fluck  to  a  rock 
**  of  load- ftone  over  which  he  pafFed  j  but  they  knew  not 
<*^  it's  polar  dire6tion." 

Alphonfo,  full  of  ignorance  and  remorfe,  and  already 
terrified  at  the  meteor  he  had  feen,  feeling  himfelf  fixed  to- 
the  rock,  believed  it  proceeded  from  the  wrath  of  heaven^ 
as  a  puuifliment  for  his  flight.  This  idea  redoubled  his 
terror,  rendered,  him  motionlefs,  and  aided  the  efFefls  of 
nature. 

*'  The  load-ftone  is  ferruginous,  and  is  found  in  iron- 
*'  mines  ;  it's  colour  varies  with  the  country  where  it  is 
«'  found;  it  has  five  remarkable  properties:  1.  That  of 
<<  attra6ling  iron,  called  i4//r^5/on.  2.  Thatof  tranfmitting 
**  it's  \ln\ie— -Communication.  3.  That  of  turning  towards 
*'  the  poles  of  the  earth — DireJIion.  4..  It's  variation, 
•*'  called  Declination.  5.  It's  dipping  as  it  approacheseither 
««  pole — Inclination.  All  thefe  fingular  properties,  the 
**  effefts  of  the  nature  of  the  load-ftone,  are  produced  by 
•'  fome  general  property  hitherto  unknown*  It  is  fuppofed 
«'  there  is  a  kind  of  atmofphere  round  the  load-ftone, 
"  which  forms  an  active  vortex,  and  is  fenfibly  difcovered 
«  by  it's  contrary  effefts,  die  one  of  attraf\ing,  the  other 
**  of  repelling  iron.  The  attraflivc  force  of  the  load- 
'*  ftone,  juft  taken  from  the  mine,  is  not  great,  for  which 
*«  reafon  it  is  obliged  to  be  armed  to  augment  it's  power. 
«*  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  ruft  of  iron  has  fometimes- 
«  the  effect  of  the  load-ftone. 

t  5.  «  Among: 
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«*  Among  the  curlofitics  of  the  EnglKh  Royal  Society, 
*'  is  a  load-ftone,  weighing  fixty  pounds,  which  does  not 
**  lift  weight  in  proportion  to  it's  fize,  but  which  attrafls  a 
««  needle  at  nine  feet  diftance.  LHiJIoiredel'Academie  det 
*'  Sciences,  fpeaks  of  a  load  ftone,  which  weighed  eleven 
•'  ounces,  and  raifed  twenty-eight  pounds  of  iron;  that  is 
•«  to  fay,  more  than  forty  times  it's  weight."  Di^.  d'Hifi, 
Nat.  par  ikf.  de  Bomare.  Magnetifin  is  the  general  name 
for  the  different  qualities  of  the  load-ftone.  I  have  placed 
the  adventure  of  the  Load-ftone  Rock  in  Spain,  becauf*  \t 
would  have  the  moft  effeft  in  the  firft  momeHts  of  Af- 
phonfo's  flight ;  and  there  is  AifRcient  probability  for  a  tale 
like  this,  in  fo  doing,  fince,  in  faft,  the  environs  of  Loxe 
are  full  of  rocks,  and  Spain  contains  many  mints. 

(15)  <«  The  pretended  rain  of  blood  happens  only  during^ 
»«  a  ftorm,  and  more  elpecially  in  fummer.  It  is  not 
<«  aftonifhing,  that  the  moft  part  of  Jnfcfls  which  feed  on 
«'  tree?,  are  fwept  off  by  winds  and  torn  in  pieces,  fo  that 
*'  in  falling  they  feem  bloody,  and  it  rains  the  blood  of 
«*  infefts*''— — Di<i?.  d'H'ifi.  Nat.  par  M.  de  Bomare,  an 
mot  Pluie. 

I  confefs  this  explanation  does  not  fatisfy  me ;  for  were 
it  only  neceflary  to  produce  this  phaenomenon,  to  have  3 
high  wind  or  rain  in  the  months  of  July  or  Auguft,  every 
perfon  mull  have  feen  it  rain  blood  more  than  once,  which 
they  certainly  have  not  feen. 

«<  The  waters  of  the  Lake  of  Zurich,  in  1703,  fays 
•«  M.  de  Bomare,  fuddenly  became  red  like  blood  }  and 
•»  on  examination,  it  was  fourvd  to  proceed  from  currents 
•«  of  bituminous  waters,  full  of  red  ochre,  which  currents 
«  fell  into  the  lake. 

*♦  There  is  alfo  what  they  call  fulphur-rain,  which  isfp 
«♦  earned,  from  yellow  grains  that  feem  to  fall  from  the 

('  cloudSf 
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*<  cloud?,  mingled  with  the  water.  This  is  nothing  but 
**  the  yellow  diift  from  various  (pccies  of  plants  in  bloom, 
««  and  wHich  is  the  caufe  cf  this  pretended  fulphur-rain, 
«»  that  fo  frequently  falls  in  the  nv-ighbourhood"  of  moun- 
**  tains.  This  phaenomenon  often  happens  at  Bourdeaux 
««  in  the  month  of  April,  when  the  pine  is  in  flower." 

£)/^.  d'HiJi.  Nat.  par  M.  de  Bomare, 

(16)  Quitting  Loxe,  travellers  crofs  Mount  Orefpeda  j 
and  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Archidona,  a  city  built  in  the 
very  midft  of  rocks,  on  the  frontiers  of  Andalufia  is  fcen  la 
Tena  de  Los  Enamoradoes,  (the  Lover's  punlfliment)  a  rock 
which  this  tragic  adventure  has  rendered  famous,  A  young 
French  Knight  was  made  prlfoner  by  the  Moors,  when  they 
were  in  poflfeflion  of  Grenada.  TTie  Moorlfh  King  gave 
him  his  liberty,  heaped  favours  upon  him,  and  retained 
him  at  His  Cou;t.  In  return,  the  Frenchman  feduced  the 
King's  daughter,  ?nd  prevailed  on  her  to  fly  fecretly  from 
her  father's  palace.  They  made  their  efcape  in  the  night  j 
bttt  heaven  puifued  an  nngratefol  and  vile  raviffier,  and  a 
criminal  and  unnatural  daughter.  At  day-break,  they  faw 
a  company  of  Modi's  chafing  them,  and  they  clambered  U]^ 
a  prodigioofly  high  rock.  They  were  fjon  furrounded^ 
and,  torn  by  reniorfe,  reduced  to  defpair,  they  flung  theni- 
felves  from  the  fummit  of  the  pyeciplce,  which  ftill  bears 
the  name  of  tlie  Lover's  Rock. 

EJJaisfur  VEj^agne,  Tome  f.  pngezi^, 

(17)  Polfon  known  to  fome  hordes  of  Savsges,  Mouii=^ 
taineers  of  Peru,  was  brought  to  Europe  in  1746)  by  M.  de 
}a  Condamine,  which  was  the  moft  fubtii  and  mortal.  It's 
effeft  is  fo  prompt,  that  monkies  or  parrots  pricked  to  the. 
quick,  by  finall  arrows,  which  the  Savages  iTioot  from  Sarba 
canes,  immediately  drop.  M.  de  Keamur  had  a  bear  of- 
fvro years  old,  which,  becoming  mifchievous,  he  determined 

h6-  t* 
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to  kill.  The  effe6l  of  the  poifon  was  tried  on  this  animal  j 
the  point  of  a  dai  t,  proper  to  flioot  from  a  Sarba  cane,  was 
fteeped  in  it,  and  the  bear  received  the  firft  dart  above  the 
flioulder,  but  without  being  apparently  wounded  }  a  fecond 
was  fiiot,  and  the  animal  made  a  bound,  was  convulfed, 
trembled,  foamed,  and  fell  dead  in  about  a  minute  and  a 
half.  It  rriuft  be  remarked,  that  the  monkies  and  parrots 
killed  by  this  poiibn,  which  are  eaten  in  Peru,  without  any 
precaution,  contraft  no  pernicious  quality.  Sugar  is  the 
mod  certain  antidote  to  this  powerful  venom,  and  which 
given  to  dogs  and  cats  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  they  have 
been  wounded,  has  prevented  all  it's  effefls. 

This  note  was  given  the  Author,  by  a  perfon  who  was? 
witnefscfthe  above  experiments. 

(i8)  Every  body  knows  this  experiment  on  ele6lrlcity 
was  firft  made  by  Doilor  Franklin. 

(19)  The  key  was  cle(5lrified 

(so)  "  In  the  year  1735,  wnen  Lisbon  fufFeredfo  muchs 
*'  the  Azore  Iflands  were  wonderfully  agitated.  In  the 
*'  ifland  of  St.  George,  twelve  leagues  from  Angra,  the 
««  earth  /book  fo  violently,  that  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
•*  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  houles.  Their  terror 
<*  was  next  morning  redoubled,  when  from  the  fame  part* 
*'  were  feen  eighteen  iflands  newly  rifen  from  the  fea.  On 
««  the  other  fide  a  (hock  was  felt,  which  threw  portions  of 
«*  earth  into  the  fea.  On  one  of  thefe  was  a  houfe,  fur- 
"  rounded  by  trees,  the  inhabitants  of  which  did  not,  till 
«*  the  rext  morning,  perceive  the  change  of  place."  ■  ■  m 
Did.  d'HiJl.  Nat,  par  M^  de  Bomafe,  au  mot  TnmbUment 
de  Terre. 

(21)  "  This  is  vulgarly  called  the  dragon-tree,  and  by 
*«  botanifts  is  divided  into  four  fpecies.  That  of  the 
«  Canary  iflands  referaWes  tlie  pine,  at  a  diftance.    It'» 

<*  fruit 
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««  fruit  is  round,  as  large  as  fine  peas,  yellow,  and  a  little 
«*  acid.  It's  trunk,  which  is  rugged,  opens  in  many  places, 
«'  and  fheds,  during  the  dogdays,  a  liquor  like  blood, 
«<  which  condenfes  to  a  red  drop,  foft  at  firft,  but  after- 
*«  wards  dry,  and  cripable  of  being  reduced  to  powder. 
<*  This  is  the  dragon's-blood  of  the  /hops.  When  an  in- 
"  cifion  is  made  in  the  trunk. of  one  of  thofe  trees,  the 
«  liquor  begins  to  rus." 

M.  de  Bomare,  au  mot  fang  de  Dragon*. 

{zi)  "  This  pillar  or  water-fpout,  is  only  a  thick  cloud, 
"  comprefled  and  reduced  to  a  fmall  fpace,  by  contrary 
««  andoppofing  winds,  which,  meeting,  give  the  cloud  the 
*'  form  of  a  cylindrical  whirlwind,  and  thus  occafions  the 
«  water  to  fall  all  at  once  under  this  cylindrical  fornu 
«'  The  quantity  of  water  is  fo  great,  and  the  fall  To  fud- 
*'  den,  that  if  it  happen  on  a  rtiip  at  fea,  it  finks  it  in- 
'«  Itantiy.  In  the  month  of  July,  1775,  a  liroke  of  thun- 
««  der  beat  down  a  cloud  in  Bavatia,  which  direiSled  itfelf 
**  perpendicularly,  and  formed  a  kind  of  a  marine  water- 
«  fpout.  Pafling  over  a  pond,  it  drew  up  all  the  water, 
*«  raifcd  it  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  afterwards  difperfed 
<«  it  with  fuch  force,  that  it  refembled  a  thick  fmoke, 
**  The  cloud  overturned  in  it's  paflage  feveral  houfes  and 
<*  trees. 

*«  Another  fingular  phoenomenon  happened  rear  the 
«  Baltic,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1750.  This  was  3 
*«  column  of  water,  attached  to  a  thick  cloud,  which  the 
**  wind  carried  along  the  earth.  It  attrat51ed  every  thing 
<'  it  met  with,  corn,  bufhes,  and  branches  of  ti'ees,  raifed 
»'  tliem  about  thirty  feet  high,  intwined  them,  and  let  them 
**  fall  in  fmall  parcels. — Some  pretend,  tliat  filing  of  can- 
<*  non  will  break  and  diflipate  thele  water-fpouts. 

M  There 
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**  There  is  yet  another  fpecies,  called  typhon,  which 
**  does  not  defcend  from  the  clouds,  but  raifes  water  from 
«  the  fea  to  the  flcy.  Thefe  typhons  are  caufed  by  fub- 
*•  terranean  fires  j  for  the  fea  i8  feen  to  boil  on  fuch  occa- 
«  fions,  and  the  air  is  full  of  fulphureous  exhalations." 

Af.  de  Btmare,  au  mot  Vents, 

In  the  Mifnoiret  de  r Academie  de  Stockholm,  we  read,  that 
on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  174.6,  one  of  thele  columns  was 
feen  nearNyftad,  which  attracted  ftiibble  and  wheat- fheafs, 
and  tore  up  fmall  bu(hes  by  the  roots. 

There  was  another  m.ore  fingular  in  1727,  at  Beziers,  of 
fomrthing  like  a  violet  colour,  which  took  up  a  quantity 
cf  young  olive  fhoots,  tore  up  trees,  tranfported  a  large 
wralnut  tree  forty  or  fifty  paces,  and  marked  it's  route  by  a 
well  beaten  track,  on  which  three  coiches  might  pafs 
a-breaft  5  it  was  accompanied  by  a  thick  fmoke,  and  made 
a  noife  like  the  roaring  of  a  troubled  Tea. 

Another  appeared  in  the  fime  year  in  la  Brie,  which 
pafiing  over  a  ditch,  filled  it  with  earth  and  ftones,  and 
marked  it's  paffage  by  fuch  kiad  of  furrows  as  a  harrow 
might  make. 

A  column  of  a  confiderabfe  height,,  was  feen  at  Car- 
eaffona,  in  the  year  1776.  It  feerT>ed"to  defcend  from  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  w»as  of  a  deep  maiigold  colour> 
from  the  bottom  half  way,  while  the  reft  appeared  inflamed. 
The  noife  of  this  meteor  refembled  the  bellowing  of  a  herd 
of  oxen.  It  threw  itfelf  into  the  river  Aude,  which  it 
llried  up  for  a  confiderabie  fpace. 

D-i£i.  des  Mer'V.  de  la  Mat.  Tome  U,  mot  Trombe,  »| 

(»3)  I«  1740,  haiI-ftone»felI  at  Rome  as  large  as  eggs. 
In  Thuringia,  a  province  of  Germany,  theic  felJ  hail- 
iUnes,  in  17J8,  as  large  as  gecfe  «gjjj 

Vallade 
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Vallate  affures  us,  in  his  defcription  of  the  Orcadc 
ifiinds,  thit  in  the  month  of  June,  1680,  there  fell  pieces 
of  ice  a  foot  thick,  during  a  ftorin.  Morton  obferved  at 
Northampton,  in  1693,  bladesof  ice  which  fell  in  a  ftorm, 
Ihat  were  two  inches  l«ng,  and  one  inch  thick.  Befides 
which,  he  obferved  fphcrical  grains  an  inch  in  diameter,  ia 
which  were  fcen  five  different  coloured  rays,  which  formed 
a  kind  of  ftar. 

In  1720,  hail  fell  atCrembs,fome  of  the  ftoncs  of  vrhlcli 
weighed  fix  pounds. 

Di£l.  des  Mer'V.  de  la  Nat,  Tome  I.  mot  Grele, 
««  Hail  is  a  kind  of  rain  condenfed  and  cryftailized  by 
•«  the  cold,  as  it  paflTes  through  the  middle  region  of  the 
•«  air,  before  it  reaches  the  eaith.——Nicephorus-Ca!iftu$ 
««  reports,  after  the  taking  of  Rome  by  Alaric,  hail  ftonea 
•'  fell  in  many  places  of  ei^ht  poands  weight.  In  S24,, 
'*  there  fell  near  Autun,  in  Burgundy,  among  the  hail, 
••  pieces  of  ice,  fixteen  feet  long,  feven  wide,  and  two  feet 

«•  thickt In  1715,  there  were  hail- ftones  fell  at  Lticefter 

«•  of  five  inches. In  the  famous  ftorm  that  happened  ia 

*'  Picaidy,  Augult,  1722,  the  leaft  hail  il»at  fell,  accora- 
•♦  panied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  weighed  a  pound, 
•«  and  the  largeft  eight. — Many  of  the  ftones  were  forked 
•*  and  pointed,  &c." — M,  de  Bomare,  au  mot  Grele, 

(24)  «  Edens,  an  Englilh  traveller,  relates,  that  having, 
•«  as  a  phyfician,  rendered  confiderable  fervlces  to  the  in- 
•«  habitants  of  the  Canary  iilands,  he  obtained  of  them  the 
♦<  liberty  to  vlfit  the  Sepulchral  Caverns;  a  favour  they 
«'  grant  to  no  one,  and  which  cannot  be  obtained  againft 
««  their  will,  without  life  being  expofed  to  the  gyeateft 
«•  danger. 

♦•  They  have  an  extreme  veneration  for  the  bodies  of 
♦•  their  anceftors,  and  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers  is  to  thcro 

*'  profanatioB, 
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«•  profanation.— Thefe  caves  are  places  anciently  dug  out 
i*  of  the  rocks,  or  formed  by  nature. — The  corpfe  is  fewed 
«  in  goats-lkins,  with  thongs  of  the  fame,  and  the  feams 
«  are  fo  equal  and  cJofe,  as  to  become  very  admirable  j  but 
««  what  aftonifhes  moft,  is,  that  the  bodies  are  almoft  all 
•*  entire  ;  and  in  both  fexes  are  equally  found  the  eyes, 
**  (clofed)  the  hair,  ears,  nofe,  lips,  teeth,  and  beard.— 

«<  One  day,  when  the  author  of  this  account  was  taking 
"  rabbits  by  a  ferret>  this  little  animal,  which  had  a  bell 
«»  round  ii's  neck,  was  loft  in  a  burrew,  and  difappeared, 
««  without  their  being  able  to  know  how.  One  of  the 
**  hunters,  to  whom  he  belonged,  feeking  for  him  in  the 
««  midft  of  rocks  and  brambles,  difcovered  the  entrance  to 
t<  a  fepulchral  cave  of  the  Guanches,  he  defcended,  &c. 

««  If  the  account  cf  the  oldeft  of  the  Guanches  may  be 
««  believed,  there  was  a  particular  tribe  amongft  their 
«  anceftors,  who  knew  the  art  of  embalming,  and  preferved 
««  it  as  a  facred  myftery. — This  tribe  compofed  the  prieft- 
•«  hood,  and  did  not  intermarry  with  the  others  }  but  after 
**  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland,  moft  of  them  were  deftroyed, 
'*  and  their  fecret  periflied  with  th'em.  Tradition  has  only 
•*  taught  us  a  part  of  the  ingredients  neceJTary  to  that 
««  operatisn." 

Abregede VBifi^Gen,  des Voy.tome L  Far  M.  de  la  Harpet 

Among  the  "ancients,  the  Egyptians,  more  than  any 
ethers,  pradtifed  embalming  ;  and  bodies  have  been  pre- 
ferved  above  two  thoufand  years.  In  tlie  breaft  of  one  oF 
thefe  corpfe,  a  branch  of  rofemary  was  found,  fcarcely 
dried.  This  art  has  only  been  known  in  Europe  during 
thefe  latter  ages  j  formerly  they  made  deep  incifaons  in  the 
corpfe,  falted  it,  and  enelofed  it  in  a  tanned  ox's  hide.-— -* 
EncjdopedUt 

(i5)  The 
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(25)  The  French  called  this  tree  calebafiler,  and  it's 
fruit  baboon's- bread.  It  grows  at  Senegal,  and  the  natives 
call  it  gooee,  and  it's  fruit  booee  ;  it"s  real  name  is  boa- 
bab.  It's  firrt  branches,  which  project  alinoft  horizontally, 
are  commonly  fixty  feet  long,  and  it's  trunk  about feventy- 
eight  feet  round  ;  though  many  travellers  have  feen  them 
larger.  Ray  fays,  that  between  the  N  gcr  and  the  Gambia, 
fome  have  been  meafured  lb  monftrous,  that  feventeen  men, 
with  extended  arms,  fcarcely  could  embrace  them.  Ac- 
cording to  which,  thefe  trees  muft  be  about  eighty- five  feet 
in  circumference.  The  boabab,  adds  M.  de  Bomare,  Is 
probably  the  largeft  of  known  vegetables  ;  though  there 
are  accounts,  in  the  works  of  different  naturalifts,  of  well 
known  trees  fo  prodigious,  as  to  be  reckoned  vegetable 
monfters.  Ray  cites  the  account  of  travellers,  who  have 
fseii  a  tree  in  Brazil  120  feet  round;  and  there  are  ftill 
trees  more  marvellous,  mentioned  in  latehiftorles  of  China  ; 
one  of  which  is  in  the  province  of  Suchu,  near  the  town 
of  Kian  J  it  is  called  Sieunich,  that  is  to  fay,  tha  tree  of  a 
thoufand  years  ;  and  is  fo  vaft,  that  one  of  it's  brandies  only 
will  afford  flielter  to  zco  iheep.  Another  tree,  In  the  pro- 
vince of  Chekianga,  is  nearly  400  feet  in  circumference. 

,(26)Thereis  a  ferpent  called  the  Serpent  of  Darnel,  which 
veiy  common  in  the  wefterly  province  of  Africa.  The 
Negroes,  when  bit,  put  powder  on  the  wound,  and  apply 
fire  ;    and  if  this  operation  is  but  a  little  while  defered,  the 

poifon  gains  ground,  and  death  foon  follows. The  Se- 

reres,  a  Negro  nation,  cntch  and  eat  them.  Some  of  them  are 
fifteen,  fome  twenty  feet  long,  and  fix  inches  In  diameter. 
There  are  fome  green  others ,  black  fpotted,  and  Ifrlped 
with  beauteous  colours. 

On  the  Slave  coaft,  in  the  kingdoms  of  Juida  and  Benin, 
ajl  the  Savages  adore  a  kind  ©f  ferpent  which  they  call  the 

Fetiche, 
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Fetiche.  Thcfe  ferpenrs  are  very  gentle,  not  venomous, 
and  fxtremely  familiar.  It  is  death  co  kill  tliem.  The 
Negroes  look  upon  them  as  benevolent  deities,  and  have 
j)arti«iilar  rites  for  them  ;  though  they  deftroy,  with  great 
care,  thofe  feipents  which  are  poironous. 

(»7)  ••  The  French  of  Fort  St.  Louis  had  a  lionefs, 
*•  which  they  kept  chained.  The  animal  had  a  diftafe  in 
^  the  jaw,  that  reiluced  it  to  extrerBity  ;  and  the  peoj  Ic 
**  of  ihe  fort,  taking  off  the  chains,  threw  the  body  into  a 
**  neigbouring  field.  In  this  ftate  it  was  found  by  M.  Com- 
*♦  pagnot^,  Author  of  the  Voyage  of  Bambuck,  as  he  re- 
**  turned  from  the  chafe.  The  eyes  were  clofed,  the  jaw 
*•  open,  and  already  fovarminj  with  ants.  Compagnon 
**  took  pity  on  the  poor  animal,  waflied  the  gullet  with 
**  water,  and  poured  feme  milk  down  the  throat.  The 
**  effefls  of  this  fimple  remedy  were  wonderful.  The 
*'  lionefs  was  brought  back  to  the  fort,  recovered  by  de- 
**  grees,  but,  far  from  forgetting  the  fervice  done  her, 
•'  took  fuch  an  affe6lion  for  her  benefaftor,  that  flxe  would 
**  receive  food  only  from  him  ;  and,  when  cured,  followed 
"  bjm  about  the  iflandj  with  a  cord  about  her  neck,  like 
"  the. moll  familiar  dog. 

"  A  lion  having  tfcaped  from  the  menagerie  of  the 
**  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany,  entered  the  city  of  Florence, 
•*  every  where  fpreading  terror.  Among  the  fugitives  was 
«•  a  woman  with  a  child  in  lier  arms,  whom  fhe  let  fall. 
**  The  lion  feized,  and  feemed  ready  to  devour  it,  when 
••  the  mother,  tranlported  by  the  tender  afTeflions  of  na- 
**  ture,  ran  back,  threw  herfelf  before  the  lion,  and  by  her 
«*  geftures  demanded  her  child.  The  lion  looked  at  her 
•'  flcadfaftjy  ;  her  cries  and  tears  feemed  to  affeft  him,  till 
*'  at  laft  he  laid  the  chiltl  down  without  doing  it  the  leaft  in- 

"  jury.'—— 
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•*  jury. Mlfery  and  defpair  then,  have  expreflions  intel- 

"  iigible  to  the  moft  lavage  nionfteis  ;  but  what  is  yet  more 
♦♦  to  be  admired,  is  the  refiftlefs  ar.d  fubliine  emotion,  w,hich 
"  can  make  a  mother  ofter  herfelf  a  prey  to  a  ferocious 
*•  animal,  before  which  all  fly:  that  lofs  of  realbn,  fo 
*•  fuperiorto  reafon's  felf,  which  can  impel  s  defpairingvvo- 
**  man  to  recur  to  the  pity  of  a  beaft  breathing  only  death 
♦*  and  carnage.  This  is  the  inftinfl  of  fupreme  grief,  which 
<"  always  would  perfuade  itfelf  it  is  not  poflible  to  re« 
*•  main  inflexible  toil's  feelings." 

Ahrege,  &c.  par  M.  de  la  Harpe,  Tom.  77. 

*'  It  is  very  certain,  fays  M.  de  Buffon,  that  the  lion, 
"  when  taken  young,  and  brought  up  among  domeilicani- 
*«  raals,  may  eafily  be  brought  to  live,  and  even  play  harm- 
•»  lefs  asnong  them  ;  that  he  is  gentle  to  his  mailers,  carefTes 
*<  them,  efpecially  in  the  former  part  of  life,  and  that 
••  though  his  natural  ferocity  may  fometimes  break  froth, 
*♦  it  feldom  is  turned  againft  thofe  who  do  him  good. 

"  I  might  cite  a  number  of  particular  fa6^s,  in  which  I 
*'  own  I  have  found  Tome  exaggeration  j  but  which  are  fi.if« 
**  ficJently  eftabliflied  to  prove,  at  lead  by  their  ui  ion,  that 
*'  his  anger  is  noble,  his  courage  magnanimous,  and  his 
*'  heart  feeling.  Often  has  he  been  ieen  to  difdain  weak 
•*  enemies,  defp  fi  their  infults,  and  pardon  their  offerifive 
*'  liberties.  When  reduced  to  captivity,  though  weary 
•*  he  is  not  pcevifli ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  becomes  habi- 
**  tually  gentle,  obeys  his  mafter,  flatters  the  hand  thai 
*'  feeds  him  ;  fomeiimes  grants  life  to  animals  given  him  as 
**  prey,  and,  as  if  attached  to  them  by  this  generous  aft, 
**  continues  afterwards  the  fame  proteflion  ;  lives  peaceably 
**  with  them,  gives  them  part  ot  hi«  fubfillence,  lets  them 

*'  fometimes 
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*«  fometimes  take  it  all,  and  would  rather  AifFer  huno-etf 
**  than  Jofe  the  fruit  of  his  firft  benefit." 

The  circum(}ances  relative  to  the  chafe  of  the  lion,  arer 
taken  ficm  / Hijioire dts  Voyages. 

(28)  Tiiere  is  a  remarkable  echo  rear  Rofneath,  a  fine 
country  feat  in  Scotland,  fituated  to  the  weft  of  a  falt-water 
lake  that  runs  into  the  Clyde,  17  miles  below  GJafgow, 
The  lake  is  furrounded  by  hills,  feme  of  which  are  barren 
rocks,  others  are  covered  with  trees.  A  good  trumpeter,f 
ftanding  on  a  point  of  land  that  gives  an  opening  to  the- 
water  towards  the  north,  has  played  an  air  and  Itopped: 
the  echo  repeated  the  air  faithfully  and  diftinflly,  but  not 
fo  loud  :  this  echo  having  ceafed,  another  has  done  the  fame,, 
and  a  third,  as  exaf^tiy  as  the  two  former,  with  no  difference: 
but  that  of  becoming  more  feeble.  The  fame  experiment,, 
feveral  times  repeated,  had  dill  the  fame  fuccefs. 

There  was  formerly  in  the  Chateau  de  Simonette  a 
windowed  wall,  whence  what  was  faid  was  forty  times  re- 
peated. Addifon  and  others,  who  have  travelled  in  Italy, 
mention  an  echo  which  would  repeat  the  report  of  a  piftoL 
fifty-fix  times,  even  when  the  air  was  foggy. 

In  the  Memoires  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris, 
for  the  year  1692,  mention  is  made  of  the  echo  atGenetay, 
two  leagues  from  Rouen,  which  has  this  peculiarity,  tha^ 
the  perfon  who  fings  does  not  liear  the  echo,  but  his  voice 
only;  and,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  lilten  do  not  hear 
the  voice,  but  the  echo,  but  with  furprizing  variations  ;  for 
the  echo  feems  fometimes  to  approach,  and  fometimf.s  to  re- 
tire !  fometimes  the  voice  is  heard  diftin6llv,  ■  . -is  not 
at  all  J  fome  hear  only  a  fingle  voice,  otheic;  irver  il  j  one 
hears  to  the  riglit,  another  to  the  left,  &c.-*-This  echo  ftlll 

exiils»^ 
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fltxills,  but  is  not  what  It  was,  becaufe  the  environs  have  been 
planted  with  trees,  which  have  greatly  hurt  the  efFci5l. 

(29)  This  bird  is  called  flamingo,  or  phenicopetra,  or 
becharu  ;  iwhich  lecond  name  among  the  Greeks,  fignified 
the  bird  of  flaming  v.ing,  becaufe  when  it  flies  againft  the 
ilin  it  appears  like  a  fiiebrand.  The  plumage,  when 
young,  is  rofe  coloured,  and  at  ten  months  old  the  colour 
of  fire,  «  It*s  beak,  fays  M.  de  EufFon,  is  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinaiy  form,  it'-s  legs  exceffively  high,  it's  neck  long 
*'  and  deiueii  j  it's  body  (lands  higher,  though  it  is  lefs 
*'  than  t!ie_  Itork's  f  and  it's  form,  fomewhat  odd,  makes 
*'  it  didinguilhable  from  that  of  every  other  fifliing  bird. 

"  This  bird  is  found  on  the  old  Continent,  from  the 
*«  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  fouthern  part  of 
"  Afiica;  flamingos  are  plentiful  to  the  vv tit  of  Afnc4, 
**  at  Angela  and  Congo j  wheie,  out  of  fupci(li;j  i.s 
••  i-efpeCf,  the  Negroes  will  not  fuffer  one  of  them  to  be 
<«  killed." 

The  flamingo  is  certainly  a  bird  of  palTage,  and  are  nu- 
merous at  St.  Domingo  and  the  Antilles  ;  iheyfly  in  fociety, 
and  naturally  form  tlfemfelves  into  a  line,  fo  that  at  a 
certain  diftance  they  refeinble  a  brick.- wall,  and,  fomewhat 
nearer,  foldiers  arranged  in  rank  and  file.  They  place 
lentinels,  which  give  the  alarm  by  a  very  flnill  cry,  like 
the  found  of  a  trumpet,  at  which  they  all  take  flight. 
Their  fltfli  is  much  admired  as  food,  and  ancient  Epicures 
were  very  fond  of  their  tongues. 

(30)  "  This  bird,  called  Cucullus  Indicator,  fays  M.  de 
«'  BufFon,  is  found  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  atfome 
<'  diftance  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hcp",  and  is  famous 
"  for  indic;iting  where  wild  hee-hives  may  be  found  ;  twice 
*'  a  day  it's  flirili  cry  is  heard  f^^unding  cherr  ckerr\  which 
■*•  fsenis  to  call  the  honey-hunter?,  whonnf^er  by  a  foft 

<«  whifti'e. 
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<«  whiftle,  ftill  appi-oaching.  When  it  is  feen,  it  ffles  and 
««  hovers  over  a  hollow  tree,  that  contains  a  hive  j  and  if 
«'  the  hunters  do  not  come,  it  redoubles  it's  cries,  flies 
**  back,  returns  to  the  tree,  and  points  out  the  prey  in  the 
**  moft  marking  manner  J  forgetting  nothing  to  excite  them 
*'  to  profit  by  the  treafure  it  has  difcovered,  and  which 
**  probably  it  could  not  enjoy  without  the  aid  of  man  ; 
*'  either  becaufe  the  entrance  to  the  hive  is  too  fmall,  or 
*'  from  other  circumftances  which  the  relater  has  not  told 
*'  us.  While  the  honey  is  procuring,  it  flies  tofome  dif- 
*•  tance,  intercftingly  obferving  all  that  partes,  and  waiting 
**  f^r  it's  part  of  the  fpoil ;  which  the  hunters  never  for- 
•*  get  to  leave,  though  not  enough  to  fatiate  the  bird, 
"  confequently  not  to  deftroy  his  ardour  for  this  kind  of 
«'  chaft;. 

*'  This  is  not  the  tale  of  a  traveller,  but  the  obferva- 
<*  tions  of  an  enlightened  man,  who  himfelf  afllfted  at  the 
««  de(tru(S\ion  of  many  bee-hives,  betrayed  by  this  little  fpy, 
<«  to  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  He  procured  two  of 
**  thefe  birds  that  had  been  killed,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 
*<  the  Hottentots,  for  in  all  countries  the  exiflence  of  a 
•♦  ufeful  being  is  precious." 

M.  de  Bufton  adds,  in  a  note,  that  the  honey-hunter  is 
fometimes  devoured  by  wild  beafts  j  whence  it  has  been  faid, 
that  they  and  the  bird  underftand  each  other,  and  that  it 
allures  their  prey. 

Ht/{,  Nat,  des  Oifeaux,  Tome  XII .  Edit,  in  jimo, 

C)i)  Mecca  is  a  town  of  Arabia  Felix,  about  as  large  as 
Marfeilles.  The  magnificence  of  it's  mofque,  draws  a  pro- 
digious concourfe  of  all  the  Mahometan  /efl;:,  who  go  thither 
on  pilgrimages.     It  is  the  birth-place  of  Mahomet. 

{%%)  Medina  is  a  city  of  Arabia  Felix,  the  name  of  which 
fignifies,  in  Arabic,  a  city  in  general  ;  and  here  the  city,  by 

way 
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way  of  excellence  ;  for  here  it  was  that  Mahomet  fixed  the 
feat  of  the  empire  of  the  Muflulmans,  and  here  he  died.  It 
was  before  time  called  Lotreb.  In  the  midft  of  Medina  is 
the  famous  mofque,  to  which  the  Mahometans  go  in  nil. 
grimage  ;  and  in  this  mofque  are  the  tombs  of  Mahomet, 
Abubecker,  and  Omer.  Medina  is  governed  by  a  Scherif, 
who  (ays  he  is  of  the  race  of  Mahomet,  and  who  is  an  in- 
dependent fovereign. —  Encyclopedic. 

(^1)  Cairois  the  capital  of  Egypt;  the  Sultan  Selim  took 
It  from  the  Mamaluks,  in  1517;  fmce  which  time  it  h's 
been  fubjefl  to  the  Tuiks.  Old  Cairo  is  three  quarters  of 
a  league  diftant  from  it,  on  the  borders  of  the  Nile  j  the 
Cophtes  have  a  magnificent  church  there  (aj. 

(34.)  The  pyramids  of  Egypt,  were  built  to  ferve  as 
tombs  for  theii  ainftruflors.  The  Egyptians  of  lower  rank, 
inftead  of  building  pyramids,  dug  caves,  in  which  every 
day  mummies  are  difcovered.  Each  pyramid  has  an  open- 
ing into  a  long  low  alley,  which  led  to  a  chamber,  where 
the  ancient  Egyptians  depofited  the  bodies  for  which  the 
pyramids  were  built.  Their  conftruflion  is  very  regular  : 
each  of  the  three  remaining  large  ones  is  placed  at  the  head 
of  others,  fmaller  and  difiicult  to  diftinguifli,  they  are  fo 
much  covered  with  fand.  All  are  built  on  one  fole  rock, 
hid  under  white  land. 

In  all  the  pyramids  there  are  deep  pits,  cut  fquare  in  the 
rock  ;  on  the  walls  of  fome  are  hieroglyphics,  cut  alfo  in 
the  rock.  Thethrcc  principil  pyramids  known  to  travellers, 
are  about  nine  miles  from  Cairo ;  and  the  moft  fuperb  of 
them  is  upon  a  rock,  in  a  fandydefert  of  Africa,  a  quarter  of 
a  league  diftant,  towards  the  weft,  from  the  j)lains  of  Egji^t. 
This  rock  rifes  about  leo  ftet  above  the  level  of  tht  plains, 

but 
(0J  A  Chrlftran  fct  of  Jacobites,  Of  Monophyfites. 
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but  with  an  eafy  afcent,  and  contributes  much  to  the'majefty 
of  the  building. 

The  pyramid  contains  chambers,  galleries,  &c.  and  thofc 
who  afcend  on  the  outfide,  reft  occafionally  to  take  breath. 
There  is  a  ffjuare  chamber,  about  half  way  up,  which  ferves 
only  for  a  refling-place.  When  arrived  at  the  top,  a  plat- 
form is  found,  whence  a  moft  agreeable  landfcape  is  feen. 
This  platform  is  fixteen  or  feventeen  feet  fquare,  yet  the 
pyramid  Teems  to  end  in  a  point  j  the  defcent,  which  is  on 
the  outfide,  muft  be  very  dangerous. 

(35)  "  '^^^  ifland  of  Thera,  in  the  Archipelago,  which 
"  is  twelve  great  French  leagues  in  circumference,  was 
«'  thrown  fron»  the  bottom  of  the  fea  by  the  violence  of  a 
*'  volcano,  which  has  fince  produced  fix  other  iflands. 
**  This  volcano  is  not  yet  extinguiflieslj  for  in  J707  it 
«<  broke  out  with  redoubled  fury,  and  fent  forth  a  new 
<'  ifland,  fix  miles  in  circumference.  The  fea,  at  that 
*<  time,  appeared  greatly  agitated,  and  covered  with  flames, 
"  and  from  it  rofe,  with  dreadful  noife,  feveral  burning 
«  rocks.  The  earth  has  been  fo  rent  and  torn  in  thefe 
«'  latitudes,  that  vefTels  can  no  longer  find  anchorage 
«<  there. 

"  One  of  the  mod  violent  eruptions  of  Vefuvius,  (the 
*'  twenty-fecond)  happened  on  the  20th  of  May,  1737  J 
*'  the  mountain  vomitted,  from  feveral  mouths,  huge  tor- 
*'  rents  of  burning,  melted,  metallic  matter,  which  over- 
*'  fpread  the  country,  and  took  it's  courfe  towards  the  fea. 
**  M.  de  Montealegre,  who  communicated  the  account  to 
<'  the  Academy  at  Paris,  obferved  with  horror,  one  of  thefe 
*'  rivers  of  fire.  It's  courfe  was  fix  or  feven  miles  before 
"  it  reached  the  fea  ;  it's  breadth  was  fifty  or  fixty  paces ; 
**  it's  depth  twenty- five  or  thirty  Frercli  palms;  and  in 
<<  certain  bottoms  or  vallies,  120,  &c," — M.  de  Bomare. 

"  The 
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<»  The  eruptions  of  volcanoes  are  ufually  announced  by 
<*  fubterranean  noifes  like  thunder;  by  dreadful  hifllngs, 
*«  and  intciior  ftrife.  Hiftory  inform  us,  that  during  two 
**  eruptions  of  Vefuvius,  the  volcano  caft  up  fo  great  a 
^'  quantity  of  aflies  that  they  flew  as  far  as  Egypt,  Lybia, 
**  and  Syria.  In  1600,  at  Arequina,  in  Peru,  was  an 
«  eruption  of  a  volcano,  which  covered  all  the  neighbour- 
*'  ing  lands,  for  30  or  40  leagues  round,  with  calcined  fan  J 
**  and  alhes,  which  lay  in  fome  places  two  yards  deep, 
*«  The  lava  vomited  by  Mount  ^tna,  has  fometimes  form- 
*«  cd  ftreams  that  ran  18,000  paces. 

*♦  Volcanos  often  have  been  known  to  caft  from  their 
**  entrails  boiling  water,  flfli,  fhells,  and  other  marine 
<•  bodies.  In  1631,  during  an  eruption  of  Vefuvius, 
<'  the  fea  in  part  became  dry  j  it  feemed  abforbed  by 
*'  the  volcano,  which  foon  after  oveiflowed  the  country 
*'  with  fait  water. — Volcanos  are  found  in  hot  as  well  as 
«'  cold  countries.         Encyclopedie. 

(36)  The  entrance  to  the  Cavern  of  Policandro  (orPolI- 
cando)  is  grand,  the  bottom  is  covered  with  congelations, 
formed  from  drops  of  water,  which  diftil  from  the  fumtnit, 
but  of  a  ferruginous  nature,  pointed  and  hard  enough  to 
wound  the  feet.  The  ceiling  affords  various  and  great 
beauties.  Thefe  congelations,  though  exceedingly  ele- 
gant,  are  not  the  only  ornaments  the  grotto  has  received 
-from  nature,  for  here  is  plentifully  found  a  fpccies  of  iron 
ore,  in  the  form  of  ftars,  and  fhining  like  poiiflied  fteei. 
The  pieces  in  fome  places  have  a  red  caft,  and  as  brilliant 
as  diamonds. 

In  another  part  ofthe  vault  are  fecn  large  mafles  of  round 
bodies,  pendent  like  grapes,  fome  red,  others  of  a  deep 
black,  but  perfeflly  brightand  fhining.  The  greateft  orna- 
ment of  the  ceiling  confitls  in  the  fanie  fpecies  of  congc- 

Vol..  in.  M  lation 
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lation  in  the  form  of  cryftals  ;  feveral  are  brought  to  a 
point,  as  if  piirpoiely  fo  laboured  ;  and  wiiat  is  more  re- 
markable, fomeof  them  are  naturally  gilded,  in  as  regular 
a  manner  as  if  they  had  juft  come  from  the  hands  of  an 
able  artift.' Mer-v.  de la  Nat.  Tome  I. 

(37)  Mr.  Swinburne,  an  excellent  author  already  cited, 
has  written  another  very  interefting  work,  tnUtUA.Tra'vek 
through  the  tzvo  Sicilies,  where  I  have  found  a  defcription 
of  the  phjenouienon,  called  by  the  country  people  La  fata 
Morgana  j  which  name,  Mr.  Swinburne  fays,  i«  derived 
from  an  opinion  ettabliflied  among  the  vulgar,  that  this 
fpeiSlacle  is  produced  by  a  fairy,  or  a  magician.  The  po- 
pulace  are  enchanted  at  the  fight  of  the  phaenomenon,  and 
run  through  the  ftreets  to  behold  and  invite  others  to  behold 
k,  with  fliouts  and  acclamations  of  joy.  It  feldom  appears 
atReggio:  Mr.  Swinburne  did  not  fee  it,  but  fays,  it's 
caufes  are  learnedly  explained  by  Kircher,  Minazi,  and 
other  authors.  Mr.  Swinburne  gives  an  exafl  defcription 
of  it,  taken  from  the  account  of  Father  Angelucci,  who 
was  an  eye-witneft  of  the  phienomenonj  and  it  is  from 
this  f^ime  defcription,  by  Father  Angelucci,  cited  by  Mr. 
Swinburne,  that  I  have  made  a  literal  tranflation,  without 
embellilhment,  for  my  tale. 

This  phaenomenon  is  mentioned,  but  very  fuperficially,  in 
a  French  work,  entitled  Tableau  deVUtii'vers, 

(38)  "  Lovers,  fays  Athenaeus,  an  ancient  Greek  author, 
*'  decorate  with  flowers  the  doors  of  their  miftreflTds-,  like 
««  as  they  ornament  the  gates  of  a  temple ;  whence,  no 
"  doubt,  the  prefent  cuftom  of  the  Greeks  to  adorri  their 
«•  doors,  and  thofe  of  the  perfons  they  love,  on  the  firft  of 
««  May,  is  derived.  They  fing  and  walk  before  the  houfes 
«*  of  their  fair  miftrtffes,  to  draw  them  to  their  windows  j 
««  and  fuch  were  the  gallantries  they  praftifed  in  the  days 

of 
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*f  of  Horace. — The  young  maidens  drefled  their  heads  with 
"  natural  flowers,  with  which  they  made  themfelves  gar- 
<*  lands  J  and  the  yourg  men  who  wiflied  to  be  thouglit 
*«  gallant,  did  the  fame." 

Voy  de  la  Grece,  3^  Edit.  Tome  I.  par  M.  Guys. 

(39)  "  There  was  anciently  a  feaft  inftltuted  in  honour 
"  of  Hecate,  who  had  hofpit  hly  entertained  Thefeus,  and 
**  who  had  likewife  offered  up  victims  and  vows  for  his  vie- 
*'  tory  and  fafe  return  j  hence  fhe  obtained  her  rank,  among 
<«  the  Goddeffes.'* 

♦'  In  ancient  Greece,  when  a  ftranger  arrived,  themafler 
*'  of  the  houfe  took  him  by  the  hand,  in  token  of  confi- 
*'  dence,  and  his  firft  duty  was  to  had  him  to  the  bath,  and 

«'  prefent  a  change  of  raiment. Among  the  moderns, 

<'  when  a  ftranger  arrives,  the  mafler  *f  the  houfe  meets 
**  and  embraces  him,  then  condufls  him  to  his  mod  com- 
*<  modious  apartment,  and  interrogates  him  concerning  his 
*<  travels,  while  the  flaves  prepare  the  bath  ;  where  he  finds 
**  linen  and  clothes  to  change,  and  thofe  he  has  left  off  are 
'*  taken  by  the  flaves,  waflied  and  repaired  while  he  flays.'* 

M.  Guys,  Tome  I. 

(40)  '*  Now,  as  anciently,  the  nurfe  of  the  matter  or 
**  miflrefs,  in  all  refpeflable  Grecian  houfes,  is  confidered 
**  as  one  of  the  family.  Of  old,  a  woman  who  had  nurfed 
**  a  child,  never  quitted  it,  not  even  af:er  marriage:  and 
<«  among  the  moderns,  as  well  as  the  ancient?,  the  nuife  Is 
*'  generally  a  llave,  purchafed  when  the  time  of  delivery 
♦*  draws  near." 

"  The  attachment  of  nuifes  to  the  children  they  have 
**  fuckled,  is  £q  ftrongly  interwoven  with  tlipir  manner?, 
"  that  the  modern  name  for  nurfe  is  Paramana,  a  mofl  kind 
<•  word,  and  even  more  expreflive  than  the  ancient  appella- 
5*  tion,  lijice  it  ^\gr{\?itsfeco>id  mother,  The  nurfe  is  always 
Ma  *'  lodged 
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*«  lodged  in  the  hoiife,  when  flie  has  fuckled  a  ctiiJd,  and 
*<  from  that  moment  is  in  a  manner  incorporated  in  the 
«'  family." 

*«  Female  /laves,  now,  as  well  as  anciently,  are  treated 
«  with  much  kindners  and  humanity  by  the  Greeks,  and, 
"  after  a  certain  time,  arc  freed  ;  fome  are  adopted  while 
<<  young,  and  thefe  are  OiWed  Daughters  of  their  fouls. ^ 

*'  The  maids  and  flaves  wbik  as  formerly,  atembroider- 
*'  ing  with  their  miftrefles,  and  do  all  hou/hoid  duties. 
«'  When  their  miilrefles  go  abroad,  they  follow  as  they  did 

"  af  old. The  Legiflator,    Zaleucus,   to   repiefs  the 

*<  vdnity  and  luxury  of  his  time,  ordained  that  no  free  wo- 
••  man  fliauld  go  abroad  attended  by  more  than  one  maid, 
»«  at  leafi  unlefsjhe  <was  drunk." M.  Gujs,  To  me.  I . 

(41)  "  The  Grecian  ladies  have  always  delighted  to  adorn 
*«  themfeLves  with  jewels  ;  they  enrich  their  girdles,  necK- 
*«  laces,  and  bracelets,  with  them  ;  and  while  their  heads 
*'  are  decked  with  the  moft  beautiful  flowers  of  the  (pring, 
**  the  diamond  is  feen  fparkling  befide  the  Jaffamine  and  role  : 
*<  they  drefs  themfi-Ives  thus  when  going  abroad,  or  with- 
*<  out  an  intention  of  being  feen." 

"  Thfcle  ornaments  are  only  facrificed  to  fome  ftiong 
«*,cau.fe  for  gritf.-^— Almoft  all  the  Grecian  women  for- 
*'  bear  to  wear  them  in  the  abfence  of  their  hufbands. 
<*  At  prefent  wlien  they  go  any  diftance,  unwilling  to  walk 
'«  through  the  ftreets  with  theii  jewels,  they  have  them  car- 
""  ried,  put  them  on  before  they  enter  the  houfe  they  are  go- 
*«  ing  to,  and  take  them  off  when  they  return  :  this  like- 
^'  wife  is  a  very  ancient  tuftom." 

♦<  The  ufe  of  the  veil  is  very  old  ;  and  now,  as  formerly, 
«  is  an  cfTential  part  of  drefs,  by  which  rank  is  drftinguiftied. 
*«  The  veil  of  the  miilrefs  and  the  maid,  the  free  woman 

and 
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««"  and  the  flave,  all  are  different.— —The  origin  of  the 
««  veil  is  attributed  by  the  Greeks  to  modefty  and  baftiful- 
•*  nefs,  equally  timid." 

*'  The  veil  of  the  Grecian  ladies  of  modern  times  is  muf- 
•*  lin  fringed  with  gold." M.  Gujs,  TomeL 

(42)  *•  The  repaft  of  the  Greeks,  however  little  ani- 
«'  mated,  finilhed  always  by  fongs<  The  modern  lyre  of 
"  the  Greeks  refembles  that  of  Oipheiift,  according  to  the 
"  dtlcription  erf  Virgil,  and  is  fonrctimes  nipped  with  fin- 

•'  gers,  and  fornet  mes  touched  with  a  bow  («). The 

•«  guittar  and  the  lyre  are  the  principal  inftruments  in  ufe 
**  among  the  naodern  Greeks.  The  fhepherd  plays  indiffe- 
*'  rently  the  mafette,  the  flute,  or  the  lyre." 

Af .  Guys,  Tome  I. 

(43)  The  modern  Greeks  have  preferred  dances  in  ho- 
nour of  Flora}  the  wives  and  maidens  of  the  village  ga» 
ther  and  fcatter  flowers,  and  bedeck  themfelves  from 
head  to  foot.  She  who  leads  the  dance  more  ornamented 
than  the  others,  reprefents  Flora  and  the  fpt  ing,  which  the 
hymn  they  Gng  announces  the  return  of  j  and  one  of  ihem 
fings, 

*'  Welcome  fweet  nymph,  Goddefs  of  the  month  of  May." 
In  the  Grecian  villages,  and  among  the  Bulgarians,  they 
flill-obferve  the  feaft  of  Ceres.  When  harveft  is  almoft  lipf, 
ihey  go  dancing  to  the  found  oF  the  lyie,  and  vifit  the  fields, 
whence  they  return  with  their  heads  ornamented  with  wheat 
«ars  interwoven  with  the  hair. 

(44)  "  Embroidering  is  the  occupstion  of  the  Grec!a?i 
**  women  }  to  the  Greeks  we  owe  the  art,  which  is  exceed- 
*'  ingly  ancient  among  tliem,  and  has  been  carried  to  the 

*<  higheft  degree  of  perfeflion. Enter  the  chamber  of  a 

<'  Grecian  girl,  and  you  will  fee  blinds  at  the  windows, 

"  r.nd 
(t)  I  cannot  conceive  how  they  can  play  the  l)ri  ^itli  a  b*w» 
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"  and  no  other  furniture  than  a  fofa  and  aclieft  inlaid  with 
*'  ivory,  in  which  are,kept  filks,  needles,  and  their  embroi- 
'*  dcry. 

"  Apologues,  Tale?,  Ronnances,  owe  their  origin  to 
*'  Greece.  Tlie  modern  Greeks  love  taL^s  and  fables,  and 
•'  have  received  them  from  the  Oiientals  and  Arabs,  with 
V  .as.  ir.iich  eagcrnefs  as  tlicy  furnierly  adopted  them  fiona 

«'   the  Egyptians Tiie  old  v<«men  love  always  to  relate, 

•'  and  tiie  young  pique  themfilves  on  repeating  thole  they 
*•  have  learnt,  or  can  n)ak.e,  irotn  inch  incidents  as  hap- 
*'  pen  within  their  knowledge." 

M.  Guys,  Tcme  1. 

(45)  "  The  Greeks  at  prefent  have  not  a  fixed  time  for 
*'  tne  celebratlcn  of  marriages,  like  the  ancienis,  among 
'*  whom  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  month  of  Ja» 
♦*  nuary.  fformeily  the  bride  was  bought  by  real  fervices 
"  doT'.e  the  father.  This  was  afterwards  reduced  to  pre- 
"  ftrits,  and,  to  this  time,  tliat  cuftom  is  continued,  tlio' 
♦  '  the  prefects  are  arbitrary.  The  man  is  not  obliged  to 
**purchafe  the  woman  he  mariies,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
*'  receives  a  portion  with  her  equal  to  her  condition. 

"  It  W3S  on  the  famous  fliield  of  Achilles,  that  Honiei' 
*'  Ins  dcfcrlbed  a  marriage  procefTion  : 

<<  Here  facred  pomp,  and  genial  feafi:,  delight, 
"  And  folemn  dance,  and  hymeneal  light. 
"  Along  the  fticets  the  new-made  brides  are  led, 
««  With  torches  flaming  to  the  nuptial  bed  : 
*•  The  youthful  dancers  in  a  circle  bound, 
**  To  the  foft  flute  and  cittern's  filver  found.  ■ 
«  Through  the  fair  ftreets  the  matrons  in  a  row, 
<»  Stand  in  their  porches  and  enjoy  the  fliow." 

Pope. 
<«  The 
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<»  The  fame  pomp,  procefTion,  and  mufic,  are  ftill  in  ufe, 
*'  D.incers,  muficians,  and  fingers,  who  chant  the  Epithala- 
"  mium  go  before  ;  the  bride,  loaded  with  ornaments,  her 
•*  eyes  down-caft,  and  herfelf  fuflained  by  women,  or  two 

"  near  relations,  walks  extremely  flow,  Sec. Formerly 

"  the  bride  wore  a  red  cr  yellow  veil  ;  the  Armenians  do 
«*  fo  ftill.  This  was  to  hide  the  b!u(h  of  inodcfty,  the  em- 
*'  barraflment  and  tears  of  the  young  virgin. 

"  The  bright  torch  of  Hymen  is  not  forgotten  among 
"  the  modern  Greeks  ;  it  is  carried  before  the  new  married 
*'  couple  into  the  nuptial  chamber  where  it  burns  till  it  is 
«*  confumed  J  and  it  would  be  an  ill  omen,  were  it  by 
♦*  any  accident  extinguifhed  ;  wherefore  it  is  watched  with 
"  as  much  care,  as  was  of  old  the  facred  fire  af  the  vef- 
«'  lals. 

♦'  Arrived  at  the  church  the  bride  and  bridegroom  each 

-  *'  wear  a  crown,  which,  during  the  ceremony,  the  priell 

•'  changes,  by  giving  the  crown  of  the  bride  groom  to  the 

"  bride,  and  that  of  the  bride  to  the  bridegroom  ;  which 

*'  ciiftcm  alfo  is  derived  from  the  ancients. 1  muft  net 

"  forget  an  effential  ceremony  which  th.e  Greeks  have  pre- 
*'  ferved,  which  is  the  cup  of  wine  given  to  the  bridegrooir, 
•*  in  token  of  adoption  ;  it  was  the  fymbol  of  contrafl  and 
*'  alliance  ;  the  bride  drank  from  the  fame  cup,  which  after- 
*'  wards  pafled  round  to  the  relations  and  gucfts. 

"They  dance  and  fing  ftill  all  night,  but  the  companions 
•<  of  the  bride  are  excluded;  they  feaft  among  themfelves, 
•'  in  feparate  apartments,  far  from  the  tumult  of  the  nup- 
*<  tials.  The  modern  Greeks,  like  the  ancient,  on  the 
*•  nuptial  day,  decorate  their  doors  with  green  branches  and 
•'  garlands  of  flowers"— —M.  Gujs,  Tome  I. 

M4,  M.  Guys, 
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M.  Guys,  the  eldeft  fon  of  him  already  cited,  gives  an 
interefting  account  of  a  Grecian  marriage,  at  which  he  was 
prefent. 

♦'  The  young  bride,  richly  drefTed,  wearing  long  trefre« 
»'  of  threads  of  gold,  interwoven  with  her  beautKul  hair, 
*'  after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks,  defcended  from  her 
"  apartment;  flie  eagerly  advanced  to  kifs  her  father  and 
*'  mother,  who  waited  to  receive  her,  at  the  head  of  ten 
"'  ahildren.— — Who,  among  us,  could  behold  with  diy 
<«  eyes,  a  fender  and  rcf;>e<5lable  mother,  unable  to  detach 
*'  herfelf  from  a  daughter,  whom  flie  prcfTed  in  her  arms, 
'•  and  whom  fhe  bedewed  with  tears,  which  an  excefs  of 
*'  joy  and  affection  caufed  abundantly  to  flow  on  her  ma- 
*'  tcrnal  bofom  ?  ■  The  father  wept  alfo,  but,  with  eyea 
*«  raifed  to  heaven,  pronounced,  with  a  firm  tone,  a  pa« 
*'  tei-nal  benediflion  on  his  daughter,  and  vows  for  the  hap- 
*'  pinefs  of  her  and  her  hufband.-— — At  their  return,  nofe- 
"  gays  woven  with  threads  of  gold,  were  given  to  ihi^oung 
♦'  men,  faying.  Go  you  and  marry  alfo." 

M.  Guys  terminates  the  recital  by  faying,  the  bride's 
mother  conduced  her  daughter  into  an  apartmeut  fuperbly 
furni filed  ;  the  tapeflry  and  bed  of  which,  embroidered  on 
a  ground  of  white,  adorned  with  beautiful  flowers,  were 
the  work  of  this  good  mother.  *«  She  had  laboured  at 
*'  them,  privately,  adds  M.  Guys,  for  ten  years,  without 
•*  the  knowledge  of  any  one." M.  Guys,  Tome  II. 

(4.6)  "  The  Grecian  houfes  are  divided  into  two  part% 
"  by  a  great  hall,  which  takes  up  the  centre  and  whole 
*'  width.  In  this  hall  they  give  feafls,  and  perform  all 
*'  ceremonies  that  require  room,  &c." 

M.  Guys,  Tome  I. 

(47)  "  A  Grecian  woman  weeps  for  the  death  of  her 
«  hufband,  her  for,  &c.  with  her  female  friends,  for  feve- 

«  ral 
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*  ral  days,  who  fing  their  praifes  and  regrets.— Their  man- 
♦'  ner  of  fliewing  grief  is  now  as  formerly,  by  plucking  up 
*•  their  hair,  and  teai  ing  their  garments.  Fathers  and  mo- 
**  thers  follow  their  children,  when  carried  to  the  grave; 
*'  and  the  body  isnow,as  of  old,  waftied  before  it  is  buried* 
**  If  it  is  the  corple  of  a  young  virgin,  they  clothe  it  in  it* 
**  fined  robes,  crown  it  with  flowers,  and  the  women  throw 
**  rofes  and  feented  water  from  their  windows  upon  the  cof- 
*♦  fin  as  it  pafTes.  The  ancients  adorned  the  dead  wfthi 
**  crowns  of  flower?,  to  indicate  they  had  at  length  over- 

**  come  the  miferies  and  vexations  of  life.' The  funeral 

**  repaft  is  not  neglefled  by  the  modern  Greeks  j  the  neareflt 
*<  relation  undertakes  the  charge,  and  with  this  the  cere- 

**  raony  end>-. Fathers   and  mothers  in  Greece,  wear 

♦•  mourning  for  their  children  ^a^,  and  this  mourning  is 
**  very  long  j  which  is  alio  an  ancient  Grecian  cuftom— — — 
**  The  Greeks  have  preferved  the  ufage  of  drefllng  the 
"  dead  in  their  beft  habits,  and  of  carrying  them  to  the 
«  grave  with  their  fases  uncovered  (b). 

In  this  famewoikjby  M.  Guys,  is  a  letter  from  Madame 
Chenier  to  the  author,   (f)  which  firft  gave  me  the  idea  oF 
the  Epifode  of  Euphrcfyne.     I  /hall  only  cite  fuch  paffiges 
from  this  letter  as  Ihaveprofited  by,,  the  reft  having  nore!a»' 
tion  to  my  Epifode. 

<«  A.  Grecian  lady,  equally  diftingul/hed  by  her  rank  andi 
"  the  beauties  of  her  mind,  and  who  to  the  charms  of  her 
"  fex  added  thofe  of  a  good  edmabon,  lived  with  a  youn- 
«'  ger  brother,  who,  from  excefs  of  virtue,  had  renoanced*. 
*«  honours  and  emoluments,  to  which  his alliances-^ndjank. 

faj  They  do  the  fame  in  It^ly. 

(,i>)  The  fame  cuftom  is  olfervedJa  Italy,. 

(cj  Tome  I.  Page  jgj- 
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«'  might  naturally  have  taught  him  to  afpire.  Forl^s  fifltr 
*'  he  had  all.  the  affection  of  a  brother,  and  all  the  friend- 
•'  fliip  of  a  congenial  mind.  Thisdear  brother  was  attacked 

•'  by  a  malignant  fever,  and  died His  fifter,  according 

*'  to  the  cuftoraofthe  country,  accompanied  the  proceflion, 
"  preceded  and  followed  by  part  of  the  Grecian  nobility. 
*'  Every  thing  announced  the  de;e6lion  of  an  affeflionate 
<'  heart  j  the  difqrder  of  her  veil  anddrefs,  the  negligence 
*'  of  her  hair,  added  new  traits  to  the  grief  vifible  in  her 
**  countenance.— —After  the  cuftomary  prayers,  they  per- 
"  formed  the  ceremony  which  the  Greeks  have  preferved, 
«  which  they  call  the  jaft  farewetl.  When  the  Patriarch 
»'  has  embraced  the  corpfe,  the  relations,  and  thofe  who  walk 
"  in  the  proctffion,  do  the  fame.  This  fcene,  which  the 
«*  idea  of  an  eternal  adieu  rendered  but  too  affeding,  be- 
"  came  more  lo^  when  the  fifter,  with  ftreaming  eyes,  at- 
«'  tending  only  to  her  caufe  of  grief,  rent  her  garments, 
**  and  tore  her  hair  up  by  the  root,  to  ftrew  over  tire  coffin 
"  of  a  brother,  whom  fhe  was  foon  no  more  to  fee.  Efiorts 
««  were  uled  to  fhorten  this  gloomy  fcene,  and  bring  back 
*'  the  affl  fled  fifler  to  her  houfe  ;  flie  then  became  lefs  agi- 
_  **  tated,  and  her  grief  more  calrrh." 

After  this  detail,  Madame  Chenier  fufjiends  her  narration^ 
In  order  to  dcfcrihe  the  garden  of  the  deceafed. 

"  The  fea  was  feen  from  this  garden,  v.'hich  was  orna- 
*'  niented  by  beautiful  flowers,  fruit  trees,  and  an  area  full  of 
"  birds  ;  there  was  likewife  a  refervoir  of  water,  recruited 
*'  by  the  fei,  in  which  all  forts  of  fi(h  were  kept.  Thi& 
»'  garden,  thefe  birds  and  fi/h,  were  the  amufement 
♦•  of  the  fage,  who  juft  had  been  torn  from  his  fifter  and 
*•  friends. — Where  is  my  brother  ?  faid  this  defpairing  fifter,, 
**  as  her  eyes  wandered  over  the  garden.-"—//^  is  gone——' 

*•  hai 
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"  has  pajjed  a-vjoy  tike  ajhadoiu Yefloix:ers  nvhich  he 

*'  cultivated -ivithfo  much  pleafure ! ye  ha've  already  loji  the 

*'  frcjhnefs  his  hand  hejiovoed  ! -Perijh  imth  him  ! 

<«  Droop  and  wither,  e'ven  to  the  root ! Ye  j\jh,fince ye 

*<  have  no  longer  a  mafier  nor  a  friend,  to^Match  o'veryour 

"  prefer-vation return  ye  to  the  great  tvaters  ! Re- 

**  turn  dndfeek  uncertain  life  ! Andye  little  birds  !  ifye 

*'  7n ay  furtive  your  grief  I  accompany  my  Jighs  ivith  your 
*'  plaintivefongs!— -Thou  peaceful  ocean,  ivhofe  furface 
"  begins  to  be  difurbed,  art  thou  alfo  fenfible  to  my  for - 

•«  ro~jos  (^)  ? Then  turning  towards  her  flaves  fiic  faid, 

"  Weep  my  children,  mjeep  !  Ye  hanje  left  one  nK-ho  'voas 

*'  kinder  than  a  father  to  you  ■' My  brother  is  no  mere  ! 

«« Cruel  death  has  dragged  him  from  us  ! He  has 

*^  difappeared  like  a  Jhadoiu,  a7id  'voe  Jhall  fee  him  7io  more  ■' 
*'  Thefe  haunts,  ichich  his  prefence  rendered fo  delightful, 
♦'  mufi  nonu  becotne  the  refidence  of  gloom  and  affliSion.'''' 

*'  The  tombs  of  the  Greeks,  like  thofe  of  the  Turk?, 
*'  and  other  Eaftern  people,  are  fituated  near  the  highway  ; 
•*  and  though  withouc  inclofure,  are  not  the  lefs  facred.  The 
*♦  Greeks  and  Armenians  plant  elm  trees  ro'.ind  them  ; 
*'  whii.h  tree  the  ancients  chol'e,  becaufe  it  bears  no  fiuit,  and 
«  therefore  is  a  proper  reprefentative  of  the  dead.  They  like- 
*♦  wife  ufe  the  cyprefs. — Btfides  the  ftones  which  cover  the 
*'  tomb,  there  are  little  fepiilclual  coKimns,  which,  as  f;r» 
*'  nieily,  bear  the  name  of  the  interred  j  and  this  cuftom  is 
*•  adopted  by  the  Turk's. 

**  The  Grecians  come  occafionally  and  weep  over  tlie 
♦'  tombs. — —At  Eafttr,  which  the  Greeks  celebrate  witb 

(a)  The  fea  in  the  channel  is  fmooth,  evening  and  moininj, 
and  only  begins  to  be  agitated  about  ten  o'clock  and  till  fun-fe:. 
The  time  of  the  day  muft  juftify  the  allegory.      ■  M.  Gtys. 

M  4  *'  erear 
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•«  great  rejoicings,  feafts,  and  public  dances,  there  is'  one 
«'  day  on  which  they  go  in  multitudes  to  vifit  the  tombs, 
••  where  they  weep  for  their  relations,  their  friends,  and 
«*  perhaps,  the  lofs  of  their  liberty.— — At  prefent,  the 
**  Grecian  women  are  fatisfied  with  tearing  up  their  hair, 
«*  though  they  formerly  cut  off  their  long  trefies,  and  ftrew- 
'♦  ed  them  over  the  tombs  of  thofb  they  lamented*" 

M.  Guysy  Tome  I, 

Of  all  the  people  on  earth,  none  are  more  magnificent 
in  their  funerals  than  the  Chinefe* 

**  The  idea  of  death  ceafes  not  to  torment  them  j  it  ap- 
**  pears,  however,  lefs  cruel,  if  they  can  purchafe  a  coffin, 
""  and  ere6i  a  tomb  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,,  in  an  agreeable 
''■'■  fituation.  They  expend  exceflive  fams  on  their  funerals, 
'«'  which  are  foraetimes  performed  fix  year* after  death,  with 
*«  unexampled  magnificence.  They  hire  men,  and  dreis 
»*  them  in  white,  for  mourning,  to  weep  in  the  proceflion 
*'  for  fevecal  fucceflive  days  j  they  carry  the  deceafed  by 
'*  water  to  the  found  of  inftruments,  whLle  tlie  boat  which 
"  bears  the  body,  and  thcfe  which  accompany  it,  are  fo 
••'  illuminated,  that  the  different  coloured  lights  form  de- 

*'  figns  even  to  the  maft-head." Voyagei  auxlndesOri' 

•*  entales  &  a  la  Chine  fait  par  ordre  du  Rti,far  M-  Sofi- 
?icrat,  Tome  II. 

(48)  There  are  two  feafons  of  pearl  fifliing  in  the  year  j 
tlie  firlt  in  March  and  Aprils  the  fecond  in  Auguft  and 
September  s  the  more  rain  there  falls  in  the  year,  the  mors 
plentiful  aie  the  fiflieries.  In  the  opening  of  the  feafon, 
there  appear  fometimes  150  barks  on  the  banks.  In  the 
larger  barks  are  two  divers,  in  the  fmaller  one.  Each  bark. 
puts  off  from  fliore  before  fun- rife,  by  a  land-breeze,  which 
never  fails,  and  returns  again  by  a  fea- breeze,, that  fucceeds 
it  at  nooB« 

As 
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As  fnon  as  the  barks  are  arrived  where  the  fi/li  lie,  and 
hare  caft  anchor,  each  diver  binds  a  ftone,  fix  inches  thick 
and  a  foot  long,  under  his  body,  which  is  tafene  him  as 
ballaft,  prevent  his  being  driven  away  by  the  motion  of 
the  water,  and  enable  kim  to  walk  more  fteadily  among  the 
waves. 

Befides  this,  they  tie  another  very  heavy  ftone  to  one  foot, 
^vhereby  they  are  foon  funk  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea  ;  and 
as  the  oyfters  areufually  ftrongly  fattened  to  the  rocks,  they 
arm  their  fingers  with  leathern  mittens,  to  prevent  them 
-from  being  wounded,  in  fcraping  them  violently  off  j  and 
fomeeven  carry  an  iron  rake  for  the  purpole. 

Laftly,  Each  diver  carries  down  with  him  a  large  net,  ?n 
manner  of  a  fack,  tied  to  his  neck  by  a  long  cord,  the  end 
whereof  is  faftened  to.  the  fide  of  the  bark.  The  fack  is  in- 
tended  for  the  reception  of  the  oyfters  gathered  from  tire 
rock,  and  the  cord  is  to  pull  up  the  diver  when  his  bag  is 
full,  or  when  he  wants  air.  In  thisequipage  l;e  precipitates 
himfcif  above  60  feet  under  water.  As  he  has  no  time  to 
lofe  there,  he  is  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  bottom,  than  h« 
begins  to  run  from  fide  to  fide,  fometimes  on  fanJ,  fome- 
times  on  a  clay  earth,  and  fometimes  among  the  points  of 
rocks,  tearing  ofF  the  oyfters  he  meets  with,  and  cramming 
them  into  his  budget. 

At  whatever  depth  the  divers  be,  the  light  Is  Co  great, 
th:it  they  eafily  behold  what  pafles  in  the  fea,  with  the  fame 
clearnefs  as  on  land  j  and,  to  their  conliernation  they  fome- 
times fee  monftrous  fifties,  from  which  all  their  addrels  in 
muddingthe  water,  &c.  will  not  always  fave  them,  but  they 
become  their  prey  ;  and  of  all  the  perils  of  fifliery,  this  i» 
ene  9f  the  greateft  and  moll  ufuaL 

The 
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The  beil  divers  will  keep  under  water  half  an  hour,  the' 
reft  do  not  ftay  lefs  than  a  quarter ;  duiing  which  time  they 
hold  their  breath,  without  the  ufe  of  oils,  or  any  other  li- 
quors, only  acquiring  the  habit  by  long  pra6tice.  When 
they  find  themfelves  ftraightened,  they  pull  the  rope  by  which 
the  bag  is  faftened;,  and  hold  faft  by  it  with  both  hands  ;  the 
people  in  the  bark  take  the  fignal,  and  heave  them  up  into 
the  air,  and  unload  them  of  their  fifti,  which  is  fometimes 
500  oyfters,  and  fometimes  not  above  50. 

Some  of  the  divers  need  a  moment's  refpite  to  recover 
their  breath,  others  jump  in  again  inftantly,  continuing  this 
violent  exercife,  without  intermiffion,  for  many  hours. 
They  unload  their  baiks  on  fliore,  and  lay  their  oyfters  in 
an  infinite  number  of  little  pits,  dug  four  or  five  feet  fquarej 
then  raife  heaps  of  fand  tver  them  to  the  height  of  a  man, 
which  at  a  diftance  looks  like  an  army  ranged  in  battle.  In 
this  condition  they  are  left,  till  the  rain,  wind  and  fun 
obliges  them  to  open,  which  foon  kills  them ;  upon  this  the 
fledi  rots  and  dries,  and  the  pearls,  thus  difengaged,  tumble 
into  the  pit,  upon  taking  the  oyllers  out. 

After  clearing  the  pits  of  the  grofler  filth,,  they  fift  the 
fand  feveral  times  to  feparate  the  pearls  ;  but  what  care  fo- 
everthey  take  herein,  they  always  loofe  a  great  many.  When 
the  pearls  aie  cleaned  and  diied,  the  fmallett  are  fold  as  feed 
.pearls,  the  reft  l^y  auaion  to  the  higheft  bidder. 

Pearls  of  unnfual  figures,  that  is  neither  round  nor  in 
the  form  of  a  pear,  are  culkd  Bar ogu as,  and  ours  Scotc/> 
Pearh ;  thoie  oi  unufual  fizes  are  called  Paraw^o.w.  Such 
was  that  of  Cleopatra,  valued  by  Pliny  at  centres  H.  S.  or 
3o,oool.  fterling;  that  brought  in  1574,  to  Philip  II.  of 
the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  valued  at  14,400  ducats ;  that  of 
tlie  Emperor  Rudolph,  naentioned   by  Boeiius,  called  la 

Peregnina 
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PiKfgubia,  cr  the  hicomparable,  of  the  fliape  of  a  mufcade 
pear,  and  weighing  30  carats  5  and  that  mentioned  by  Ta- 
veinier,  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor  of  Peifia,  in  1653, 
bouf^ht  of  an  Arab  for  32000  tomans,  which  at  30I.  9s.  the 
toman,  amounts  to  110,4.00!.  fterling. — Cyclopadia 

(49)  The  fhining  of  the  fea-water  is  a  common  phnsno- 
menon  in  fome  feas.  The  prow  of  the  velTel  plowing  the 
waves,  feems,  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  to  ftt  them 
on  fire  J  the  (hip  rides  in  a  circle  of  light,  and  the  wake 
leaves  a  long  luminous  track.  This  happens  often  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  and  theMaldivia  iflands,  where  Mr.Go* 
deheu  obferved  the  following  appearances  : 

The  fea  feemed  covered  wiih  fniall  ftars,  the  wake  of  the 
vcflel  was  a  lively  bfight  white,  ftrewed  with  brilliant  and 
azure  points.  He  leirned  that  the  fea,  where  mod  luminous, 
was  full  of  fmall  living  animalcula,  which  not  only  (lionc, 
but  gave  an  oily  liquor,  which  fwam  on  the  furface,  and  af- 
forded that  lively  azure  light.  The  animalcula  could  net 
be  feen  without  a  good  microfcope,  and  the  liquor  they  flied, 
remained  on  the  ftrainer through  which  the  fea-water  pafied, 
which,  by  this  filtraiion,  was  deprived  of  it's  luminous  qua- 
lity.— M.  de  Bonare, 

(50)  Natural  Phofphori,  are  matters  which  become  lu- 
minous at  certain  times,  without  the  afTiftance  of  art  or  pre- 
paration. Such  are  the  glow-worms,  in  our  cold  countries  } 
and,  in  hot,  lantern-flies,  and  other  ftiining  InfciS^s  ;  rottea- 
wood,  the  eyes,  blood,  icales,  flefti,  fweat,  feathers,  kc.  of 
feveral  animals  j  diamonds,  when  rubbed  after  a  certain 
manner,  or  after  having  been  expofed  to  the  fun  or  light  j 
fugar  and  fulphur,  when  pounded  in  a  dark  place  ;  fea-wa- 
ter and  fome  mineral  waters,  when  brifltly  agitated  j  a  cat's 
or  horfe's  back,  duly  rubbed  with  the  hand,  &c.  in  the  dark  f 
wy^  Dr.  Croon  tells,  that,  upon  rubbing  his  own  body 

briikly 
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briUcIy  with  a  well  warmed  fWrt,  he  has  frequently  mstle 
both  to  fliine  :  and  Dr.  Sloane  adds,  that  he  knew  a  gentle- 
man offlriftol,  and  his  fon,  both  whofe  ftockings  would 
ihine  much  after  walicing. — All  natural  phofphori  have  this 
in  common,  that  they  do  not  (hine  always,  and  that  they 
never  give  any  heat.         Cyclopedia. 

(51)  Diamond,  in  Naturttl  tUfloryy  by  the  anaients  calkd 
Adamanty  a  precious  ftone,  the  firft  in  rank,  value,  hardnefs, 
and  luftre,  of  ail  gems. 

Diamofidj  art  found  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  principally  int?ie 
kingdoms  of  Gokonda,  Vifapour,  Bengal,  and  the  ifland  of 
Borneo.  There  are  four  mines,  or  rather  ^wo  mines  and 
two  rivers,  whence  djamondj  are  drawn.-  The  mines  are, 
I.  That  of  Raolconda,  in  the  province  of  Carnatica,  five 
leagues  from  Gokonda,  and  eight  ornihe  from  Vifapour. 
It  has  been  difcovered  about  250  years.  2.  That  of  Gani, 
or  Coulour,  feven  days  journey  from  Golconda,  eaftwardiy. 
It  was  difcovered  about  170  years  ago  by  a  peafant}  who, 
digging  in  the  ground,  found  a  natural  fragment  of  twenty- 
frve  carats.  3,.  That  of  Soumclpour,  a  large  town  in  ti»e 
kingdom  of  Bengal,  near  the  diamond-mine  :  this  is  the 
nioft  ancient  of  them  all.  It  /hould  rather  be  called  that  of< 
Goual,  which  is  the  name  of  tlie  river,  in  the  fand  where- 
of thefe  ftones  are  found.  Laltly^  The  fourth  mine,  or 
rather  ihe  fecond  livcr,  is  that  of  Succudan,  in  the  ifland' of 
Borneo, 

T^e  moft  remaikable  diaimmds  for  fize  now  known,  are, 
that  known  in  France  uniiei  the  name  oi  Grand  Sancy,  by 
corruption- of  cent  fix,  which  is  one  of  the  crown  jewels, 
weighing  106  carats  ;  Governor  Pitt's  diamond,  purchaiVd  by 
thelateDuke  of  Orleans  for  LouisXV. King  of  France,weigh- 
j?ig  i3<»4  cara's,  and  faid  to  be  bought  for  125,000!.  the 
diamonti  oi  the  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany*  which  weighs, 1,39! 

carats  j. 
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carsts;  that  of  the  Great  Mogul, weighing  179.9  carats;  and 
©ne  mentioned  by  Mr.  Jeffries,  in  a  merchant's  hands, 
weighing  242_L  carats. 

According  to  Mr.JefFiies's  rule,  that  the  V2.\ne  of  diamonds 
i»  in  duplicateratioof  their  weights,  and  that  a  inanuf'aiSlured 
diamond  of  one  carat  is  worth  at  a  medium  Si.  the  Great 
Mogul's  diamond  muft  be  valued  at  above  624,96x1.  this 
being  the  value  of  a  diamond  of  279^  cara's. 

(51)  T'his  account  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Great  Mo- 
gul, is  found  in  many  travelleis. 

(53)  OpolTum,  or  PolTum,  the  name  of  a  very  remarkable 
American  animal,  the  DiDELPHis  tnarfupialis  of  Linnaeus* 
It's  tail  is  round,  and  a  foot  long,  and  is  of  great  fervice  to 
it,  as  it  ufes  it  to  iwift  round  the  branches  of  trees,  hanging 
itfelf  to  them  by  that  means  j  the  tail  is  hairy  near  the  in- 
ifertion,  but  naked  all  the  other  part,  covered  with  fmall 
fcales,  and  is  partly  black,  partly  of  a  brownifh  white  ;  it's, 
hinder  feet  are  confiderably  longer  than  the  [fore  ones,  and 
each  have  five  toes ;  they  much  refemble  hands,  and  the 
nails  are  white  and  crooked,  the  hinder  one  being,  as  in  the 
monkey  kind,  the  longeft. 

"What  diftinguiflies  this  creature  from  all  the  o^her  animals 
of  the  world  is,  that  it  has  a  bag  or  pouch  into  which  it  re- 
ceives it's  young  as  foon  as  delivered  this  is  a  foit  of  open 
vterus,  and  is  placed  under  the  belly,  near  the  hinder 
Jcgs  }  in  this  the  young  are  flieitered  till  they  are  able  to 
(hift  for  themfelves  ;  and  whtn  they  begin  to  be  ftro?(g 
enough,  they  frequently  run  out  and  return  in  again.  The 
creature  is  of  a  (linking  fmell,  like  our  fox  or  martin.  It 
feeds  on  fugar-canes  and  fome  other  vegetables  ;  but  not 
wholly  on  thefe,  for  it  frequently  preys  on  birds  which  if 
catches  on  the  trees,  and  often  plays  the  fox's  trick  of  deal- 
ing ptultry, 

Th« 
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The  male  opojum,  as  well  as  the  female,  has  this  kind  of 

.  pouch  under  it's  belly,  and  takes  upon  himfelf,  at  times,  the 

care  of  carrying  and  preferving  the  young,  in  cafe  ofanyim- 

■  pending  danger. 

The  flefli  of  I  he  old  animals  is  very  good,  like  that  of  a 
fucking  pig;  the  hair  is  died  by  the  Indian  women,  and 
wove  into  garters  and  girdle?,  and  the  Ikin  is  very  foetid. 

Cyclopedia, 

(54.)  "  There  is  a  tree,  called  the  Devil  Tree,  vdhich 
*•'  grows  ill  America  5  it's  fruit,  in  a  ftate  of  maturity,  is 
;  **  elafiic  ;  and  when  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  noifily 
.  "  fplits  and  burft?,  and  darts  forth  it's  grains.  To  this 
*'  fport  of  nauue  the  tree  owes  it's  name,  for  at  the  moment 
**  of  burfting,  the  effect  of  fmall  artillery  is  produced,  the 
*'  noife  of  iwhich  fucceeds  rapidly,  and  is  heard  tolerably 
*'  far  oflF.  If  this  fruit  be  tranfported  before  it  be  ripe  to  a 
**  dry  place,  or  expofed  on  a  chimney-piece  to  a  gentle  heat, 
•'  it  will  have  the  fame  efFe6>,  and  produce  the  lamephasno* 
*'  menon." M.  de  Bonare.  .         .  i  .. 

(  5)  "  Livy  .-elates,  how  Sulpicius  Gallus,  lieutenant  of 
*'  Paulus  j^milius,  in  the  waragainft  Perfia,  predifled  an 

■  *<  eclipfe  cf  the  mooti  to  the  foldiers,  which  fhould  happen 
*'  the  next  evening  ;  and  thus  prevented  the  terror  it  would 

■  *'  othcrvvirehaveca'Jfed. 

*'  A  total  eclipfe  of  the  fun  is  a  fingular  fpe^lacle.  Cla- 
*•  vius,  who  ftvv  that  which  happened  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft-, 
*'  1560,  at  Coimbre,  tells  us,  that  the  obfcurity  was,  as  he 
*'  might  fay,  greater,  or  at  leaft  more  ftriking,  than  the  dark- 
«*  nefsof  night;  people  could  not  fee  where  to  fet  a  foot,  and 
"  the  birds  fell  with  terror  to  the  e'snh.''''  —Encyckpadia. 

The  Acudia  is  a  flying  and  luminous  infe6t,    found  in 

America,  and  fufpe^ed  to  be  the  fame  with  the  cucuju  or 

cocoius, 

««  It 
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"  It  is  of  the  clafs  of  Scarabeus,  of  the  bignefs  of  tlic 
*<  little  finger,  two  inches  long,  and  fo  lui-ninous,  that 
*'  when  it  flies  by  night,  itfpreaJs  great  light.  Sonne  fay, 
*'  that  if  you  rub  the  face  with  the  humidity  which  ifTues, 
•*  in  fliining  fpots  or  ftars,  from  this  little  living  phofphorus, 
**  it  will  appear  refplendent.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  . 
"  Spaniards,  the  Indians  made  no  ufe  of  candles,  but 
"  «f  thele  infects  to  light  their  hcufts  ;  by  one  of  which 
*'  a  perfcn  may  read  or  write  as  eafily  as  by  a  lighted 
*'  candle. 

•'  When  the  Indians  walked  in  the  night,  they  fixed  one 
«'  of  theiri  to  each  toe  of  the  foot,  and  others  to  the  hand. 
*'  When  taken,  thele  infedls  ao  not  live  above  three  weeks 
''  at  moll  ;  while  they  are  in  good  health  they  are  very  luiiii- 
««  nous,  but  their  light  decreafes  with  their  powers,  ahd 
**  after  they  are  dead  they  fliine  no  more.  They  are  doubly 
■*'  ufeful,  for  they  fly  about  the  houfes  and  devour  the 
*'  gnats." 

"  It  is  uncertain  whether  the  acudia  is  not  the  fame  in- 
*«  fe6l  as  the  lantern-fly ;  fb  called,  becaufe  the  fore-part 
"  of  the  head,  whence  the  light  ilTues,  has  !)een  called  a 
*«  lantern.— —Madeinoifelle  Merlan     (aj   who   obferved 

"  this 

faj  Maria  Sybilla  Menan,  daughter  of  Matthsw  Merian,  3 
famous  engraver  and  geographer,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1647  J 
and  learnt  from  Abraham  Minion,  to  paint  flowers,  fruits,  plants, 
and  infciSts,  in  vthich  the  excelled.  She  underftood  Latin  perfeftly, 
and  made  natural  hirtory  her  particulai  ftudy.  Shepafled  two 
years  at  Surinam,  painting  the  infeftsofthe  country;  and  com- 
pofed  a  work  in  German,  called,  AHiftoiy  of  tie  Jnfe^i  of  Ew 
roj}e,  -with  Defigm  after  Natun  ;  and  an  Acaunt  of  the  different 

Mctaniorpbft 
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*«  tills  fort  of  infe6l  at  Surinam,  fays,  their  light  is  fo  ftfong, 
*'  that  one  alone  was  fufficient,  at  each  fitting,  to  paint  the 
*•  figure  of  the  inftfts  of  the  country,  which  are  engraved  in 
**  her  work. 

«'  Thrie  ar^  Hiining  flies  found  In  Italy,  or  rather  a 
*•  fpecies  of  fcarabeusi  about  the  llze  of  a  bee,  the  belly  of - 
*•  which  is  fo  luminous,  that  three  of  them,  inclofedina 
**  tube  of  white  g'afs,  will  light  a  chamber.  M.  I'Abbe 
*•  Nollethw  proved,  that  the  light  of  the  infc6l  extends  over 
*♦  the  place  where  it  has  been  cnifhed  (a), 

M  de  Bomare* 

The  moft  fingular  fcarabeus  is  that  defcribed  by  M, 
Rolander.  *<  The  firft  time  M.  Rolander  picked  up 
*•  this  infe£t,  which  is  phofphorlc,  there  came  a  noffe 
*•  from  it^s  body  like  that  of  fire  aims,  and  a  clear  blue 
*♦  fmoke.  Another  time  he  pricked  the  infeft  wirh  a  pin, 
••  and  it  went  off  as  many  as  twenty  times  foccefiTively."^* 
*'  M.  Rolander  opened  the  infeit,  and  found  a  vacant 
«•  bladder  in  it's  body,  but  could  not  diftover  whether  this 
*•  was  it's  refervoir  for  air,  or  fome  inteftme.     This  infeft 

<•  may  be  called  the  Bombaidier  (h)." • 

Din.  de  Merv.  de  la  Nat.  Tgme  IL 

Metamorphofes  of  InfeBs,  and  of  the  PUnts  en  ivhicb  they  feed. 
She  died  at  Amfterdam,  aged  70,  leaving  tw(0  daughters,  whom  ihe 
had  taught  to  paint.  One  of  them,  efpecially,  narked  Dorotlisa, 
was  eminent  for  her  knowledge  and  abilities. 

Vie  de  Peintres,  Tome  II. 

(a)  The  ditches  of  Mantua  are  full  of  thefe  infea*,  and  the 
grafs  and  trees  are  covered  with  them,  which,  by  night,  produce*  » 
nioft  agreeable  eil'efti 
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(56)  Macliineel  Hypomane,  in  botany,  a  genus  of  the 
Monoecia  AJeJphia  clafs. 

"  The  wood  of  this  tree  Is  much  eftecmed  for  cabinet- 
«*  work,  being  very  durable,  taking  a  fine  polifti,  and,  as  is 
**  faid,  not  being  eaten  by  worms  j  but  the  tree  abound- 
"  ing  with  a  milky  cauftic  juice,  before  it  is  felled,  they 
**  make  fires  round  the  trunk  to  burn  out  the  juice,  other- 
■**  wife  thofe  who  fell  it  would  be  in  danger  of  lofmg  their 
**  fight  by  this  juice  flying  into  t'leir  eyes.  Wherever  the 
•«  juice  touches  the  ikin  it  raifes  blilters  j  and  if  it  falls  on 
"  linen,  it  turns  it  black,  and  it  waflies  into  holes.  The 
*'  like  danger  to  the  eyes  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
«•  faw  duft:  the  workmen,  therefore,  generally  cover  their 
*'  faces  with  fine  lawn. 

"  The  tree  produces  fruit,  fomewhat  like  a  golden  pip- 
**  pin,  which,  if  ignorantly  eaten,  inflames  the  mouth  and 
**  throat  to  a  great  degree,  and  is  very  dangerous  to  the  fto- 
**  mach,  unlefs  timely  medicines  arc  applied.  Dr.  PeyflTonel, 
"  in  his  obfervations  on  this  fruit,  informs  us,  that  the  fa- 
•*  vages  uiethe  juice  of  it  to  poifon  their  arms,  the  wounds 
*'  of  which  are  thereby  rendered  mortal ;  that  the  rain  which 
••  waflies  oflfthe  leaves,  caufes  blifters  to  rife  like  boiling  oil  ; 
««  and  that  even  the  ftiade  of  the  tree  is  fatal  to  thofe  who 
••  fit  under  it.  Timely  evacuations,  however,  by  purges 
4'  and  emetics,  have  prevented  their  ill  eff'e^ls.'* 

Cyclopadia, 

<*  The  Caflada,or  CaflTava,  Is  alfo  a  remarkable  American 
*♦  flirub,  from  the  root  of  which  bread  is  made,  (hough  the 
"  juice  exprefled  from  the  root  to  prepare  it  for  bread,  will 
««  kiH  any  animal  that  drinks  it  crude  j  as  will  the  rooteat- 
"  en  with  it's  juice.  Yet  this  juice  may  be  boiled  over  the 
**  fire  till  a  great  part  is  evaporated  j  and  the  remainder,  if 

«'  it 
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««  it  be  far  evaporated,  will  be  fweet,  and  ferve  in  the  plac(» 
*«  of  honey.  If  lefs  evaporated,  and  fet  by  to  ferment,  it 
<*  will  make  a  very  good  and  wholefome  vinegar." 

Cjchpadia, 

(57)  The  Mangle,  or  Manglier,  is  a  tree  that  grows  in 
the  Weft- Indies,  and  chiefly  in  the  Antilles,  towards  the 
iTjoutlis  of  rivers. 

«'  Bunches  of  filaments  part  from  it's  flexible  branches, 
<«  and  hang  to  the  earth,  where  they  take  root,  and  grow 
«*  into  new  trees,  as  large  as  thofe  to  which  they  originally 
"  belonged,  which  again  multiply  in  the  fame  manner;  fo 
**  that  a  Tingle  tree  may  become  a  foreft.  In  the  ille  of 
*'  Cayenne,  :he  marflies  are  covered  with  them  ;  and  oyfters 
**  attach  themfelves  to  the  foot  and  pendant  branches,  by  de- 
«*  pofiting  their  fpawn  on  them,  which  adheres,  giows,  and 
«  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  is  fometimes  in  water,  and 
«  fometimes  in  air." 

*'  There  is  another  very  fingular  tree,  called  \htFroma- 
«»  ger,  or  Saamona,  which  ^rows  in  the  Antilles  as  high  as 
*«  the  pine.  The  top  and  bottom  of  the  trunk  are  of  the 
*•  thicknefs  of  common  trees,  while  the  middle  is  more  than 
«*  twice  as  thick.  The  roots,  which  are  very  thick,  flioot 
*«  out  of  the  earth  feven  or  eight  feet  high,  and  form  a  kind 
<•  of  buttrefles  around  the  trunk.  It  is  called  Fromager, 
«  becaufe  it's  wood  greatly  refembles  cheefe :  it's  fruit, 
"  when  ripe,  contains  feed  of  a  dark  red  colour,  as  large  as 
««  fmall  peas,  and  garniflied  with  a  kind  of  pearl-grey  cot- 
«'  ton,  extremely  fine,  ftiining,  and  filky  to  the  touch ;  but 
««  the  filaments  are  fo  rtiort  it  is  very  difficult  to  fpin.  The 
««  Indians  ufe  it  as  we  do  down,  for  their  ears  and  feet:" 

M,  de  Bomare* 

(57)  The 
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(58)  The  Gymnotus,  or  Eleftrical  Eel,  a  kind  of  Tor- 
pedo, is  a  fi/h  well  known  at  Surinam.  The  commoa 
fize  fcs  from  three  to  four  feet  in  length,  and  from  ten  to 
fourteen  feet  in  circumference.  Some,  however,  it  is 
faid,  have  been  feen  in  the  river  Surinam,  upwards  of  twenty 
feet  long  J  and  the  ftroke,  or  fhocit,  of  wUich,  was  inftant 
death. 


END  o»  THE   SECOND  VOLUME. 
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